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“For I am about to do something new.  See, I 

have already begun!  Do you not see it?  I will 

make a pathway through the wilderness.  I will 

create rivers in the dry wasteland.”                               

—Isaiah 43:19  

 

Robins are beginning to appear, buds are 

starting to show on trees, and my grass is 

already high enough to start cutting (but I 

refuse to start yet).  Spring brings about a 

whole new attitude, doesn’t it?  Winter tends 

to keep many folks in their homes and cabin 

fever is now subsiding.  With spring comes a 

whole new perspective! 

 

God reminds us in Isaiah 43:19 that He too is 

doing a new thing!  What does that mean for 

His church?  Looking at His promise in Isaiah, I 

believe God tells us that we are to take on a 

new attitude, new desire, and new initiative in 

bringing people to the Kingdom of God.  We 

have an opportunity to glorify God in a 

wonderful way.  Our example of worship, 

commitment, and most important, showing 

God’s love toward everyone is of vital 

importance. By showing how much we love 

the Lord and others, we earn the right to share 

the good news of Christ! 

 

The question we need to ask is, “God, what 

can I do to grow fresh and new in You this 

year?  Is there something more I can do for 

You in Your church?” 

 

Spring brings a new and fresh start.  It is the 

season everything comes out of a dormant life 

and begins to grow and flourish in a new light.  

My prayer is that we do the same to the glory 

of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

—Pastor Don 

 

19  6:30  

You’re invited to a movie night!  We will have a 

movie for the adults and a movie for the kids, so 

the whole family can join in. 

 

 

9  10:00  

All kids are invited!  We are going to invite the 

community, so we need lots of small pieces of 

candy to fill the Easter eggs.  If you can help, please 

place your candy in the container outside the office 

by Saturday, March 26.  



 

ATTENTION YOUTH AND PARENTS! 
All youth grades 6 through 12 are invited to join us for Sunday 

morning Bible study at 9:45 and Sunday evenings at 6:00.   What 

an awesome time to dig deeper into the Bible and have great 

community with other youth...not to mention the great leaders we 

have who have dedicated themselves to our youth while searching 

for a youth minister.   
 

As we continue to search for our next youth minister, please pray 

for God’s guidance in leading us to the person whom God has 

already prepared for us.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA...WHO DO YOU FOLLOW? 
How can you KNOW God, LOVE God, and SERVE God with social 

media? 
 

Technology can be used incorrectly, and technology can be used 

for good.  Young people, you have a purpose in this created world 

and that is to glorify God.  You were made to know, love, and 

serve God in this world and be with Him forever.  Everything that 

you do should point to one of these goals—know God, love God, 

and serve God.  
 

 How can you KNOW God better using technology? By using 

reliable sources and seeking the truth.  

 How can you LOVE God using technology?  Love people, be 

polite, kind, and honest.  Stand up for Christ and represent 

your faith. 

 How can you SERVE God using technology?  You can share 

your faith and defend your faith through evangelism.  Never 

be afraid to share your faith! 
 

Because technology is such a huge part of our lives, we need to 

use it to follow Him. 
 

As he passed alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 

Andrew, Simon’s brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 

fishermen.  “Follow me,” Jesus told them, “and I will make you fish 

for people.”  Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.   

—Mark 1:16-18 

 

Christ loved you so much that He died rather than spend eternity 

without you.  Spend your time and effort knowing, loving, and 

serving Him in all things, including technology. 

 
 

 

 
 

Women on Mission would love to have 

you join our ministry.  We had a great 

time filling five Valentine boxes for our 

college freshmen at our last meeting.  

Please pray how you can help us 

minister to those around us in our 

church and community.   

 

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering is 

our next missions offering.  The week of 

prayer is March 6-13, 2022.  Every 

dollar given to the Annie Armstrong 

Easter Offering supports thousands of 

missionaries across the U.S. and 

Canada. 

   

While a new season is quickly 

approaching let’s encourage each other 

to sow seeds of faith. Like April showers 

that bring May flowers God’s Holy Spirit 

is ready to rain down on us and fill us 

with the equipment we need to share 

and sow seeds. 

 

As the prophet Hosea says, Oh, that we 

might know the Lord! Let us press on to 

know him.  He will respond to us as 

surely as the arrival of dawn or the 

coming of rains in early spring  (Hosea 

6:3).  

 

God Himself, in the person of the Holy 

Spirit, IS the rain. HE will come to us as 

the early and late rain.  Nothing can be 

accomplished without the Holy Spirit.  

We must have the seed (the Word of 

God) and the Holy Spirit.  These two are 

an unbeatable combination.  Only 

through the Holy Spirit can there be 

conviction of sin, true repentance, and a 

new birth. 

 

So, as this new season approaches let 

the Holy Spirit rain down on each of us 

and fill us with His love. 

 

—Mary Etta Summerville 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

LOOKING IN THE WRONG PLACES 
The other day, reading in Luke, I came again to one of my 

favorite verses.  Jesus has been buried, and the women 

come to His tomb.  His body isn’t there—but two men in 

shining garments are, and they ask the women: 
 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead?”  
 

I thought of that the next day while I was watching the 

Olympics.  They were showing some of the athletes’ 

celebrations, and the host was saying that many of these 

winter sports only have big moments once every four years.  

“In a world where no one is sure what really matters”—wait, 

what? I thought—“this matters.  A lot.”  
 

And I wondered, “Why do you seek ‘what really matters’ 

among the Olympics?” 
 

Recently we’ve seen some vivid examples of people who put 

way too much trust in their sport to give their lives meaning.  

But what happens when things don’t go as they hoped, or 

they can’t live up to expectations, or their careers come to 

an end?  When they’re failed by their bodies or by people 

around them, they’re lost and adrift.  Human wisdom can’t 

give them what they need. 
 

They need to know this isn’t all there is.  There’s so much 

more.  They need to be free indeed. 
 

“Free indeed” is a theme in two of our songs coming up this 

spring, one from the choir and one from the band.  Who You 

Say I Am recognizes and affirms our identities as children of 

God, and Man of Sorrows celebrates our freedom through 

the sacrifice of the Lamb.  Both songs use the words of Jesus: 
 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a 

slave of sin. And a slave does not abide in the house 

forever, but a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son 

makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”  —John 8:34-36 
 

I like the Olympics as much as anyone, but if I’m looking to 

them to find “what really matters,” I’m in trouble.  The 

Olympics are celebrations of human achievement, featuring 

ideals of global harmony when the reality is far otherwise, 

and these things will always fail in the end.  They’re a house 

built on sand.  (Or snow!)  Putting our trust in such things 

binds us to the world. 
 

Jesus was not to be found among the dead.  The women and 

the disciples were looking in the wrong place for a living 

Savior.  And freedom, truth, and a firm foundation—our 

living hope—will not be found in the things of this 

world.  They’ll be found in the One who was not in that 

tomb— the risen Lord. 
 

“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, 

and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who 

built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, 

the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 

that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on 

the rock. 
 

“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, 

and does not do them, will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on the sand: and the rain 

descended, the floods came, and the winds blew 

and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was 

its fall.”                                       —Matthew 7:24-27 
 

(So, sorry, Mike Tirico.  If you want to tell everyone 

what really matters...you might want to check your 

sources.) 

—Anna Ruth 
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an evening of worship 
Saturday, MaY 21  



 

 

Men, 

Believe it or not, Easter is right around the corner (April 

17).  We want the church to look its best on that very 

special day.  So we’ll be holding a church clean-up day on 

Saturday April 2 (weather delay date if needed, will be 

April 16).  Breakfast will be served and we encourage you 

to be part of the fellowship, food, and fun while working 

together to get the church looking great.   
 

Most of the work will be outside but we may have some 

inside projects as well depending on what the needs of 

the Property Committee are.  We all had a great time 

during our clean-up day in October and look forward to 

the same in April.  It’s a great time for the men of the 

church, young and old, to get to know each other better 

while sharing stories throughout the morning.   
 

As we get closer to the date, I’ll be providing additional 

details regarding the projects we plan on completing that 

day.  Save the date and bring an appetite on April 2! 
 

Thanks to all! 
 

Serving others to serve our Lord, 

Doug Johnson 

 

As for these four youths, God gave them learning and 

skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had 

understanding in all visions and dreams.  —Daniel 1:17 

 

Greetings, 

We have been studying the book of Daniel in Sunday 

School, and I think it is one of the most inspirational 

accounts of the Bible.  Daniel and his friends had been 

taken into captivity, and they would not have had much 

hope for their future, other than that they knew God 

and they stood by their beliefs. 

 

So why was Daniel so strong in his beliefs?  How did he 

show courage and cunning to be able to abide by God’s 

covenant? Because he had faith, and he had practiced 

his faith, what he learned at a very young age.  Is it ever 

too late to learn, to build your faith?  Of course not, and 

that is why I invite you to Sunday School. 

 

When Daniel exercised what he had learned, and stayed 

true to his faith because of what he had learned, God 

delivered Daniel.  God has not stopped doing that 

today.  He still teaches us and when we act in faith, He 

delivers us.   

 

In the midst of a lion’s den, Daniel was faced with a 

huge test of faith, but because of what he had learned 

as a young boy, and because he had practiced what he 

had learned through his faith, he knew that no matter 

what, God was bigger, and God would deliver. 

 

Are we learning what God is teaching us?  Do we try to 

learn and grow our faith?  It is a serious question, 

because we are all faced with tough situations, and it is 

only our faith in God that can get us through.  If our 

faith is in ourselves, we are going to struggle. 

 

That is the reason for Sunday School, for coming 

together as a body of believers, to embolden our faith, 

to make us strong in times of difficulty.  Please join us, 

to read and study these fascinating journeys that shows 

us God at work. 

 

“Peace be multiplied to you!  It has seemed good to me 

to show the signs and wonders that the Most High God 

has done for me.”   —Daniel 4:1-2 

 

See you in Sunday School, 

Steve Milby 

 

VBS Meeting 
Sunday, March 6 
 

Come help us share God’s 
promise of salvation!  Using the 
image of the Tree of Life, we will 
lead our VBS students through 
the gospel story from Adam and 
Eve to the resurrection.  Come 
find out how you can 
take part!  VBS will be 
Sunday-Wednesday, 
June 26-29, 6-8 p.m. 



 

 

To my Christian brothers and sisters, 

There are not enough words to fully 

express our heartfelt thanks for the 

sympathy, love, prayers, and 

support you have extended to our 

family during this time of loss.  Dad 

is safely home. 
 

Love, 

Steve and Marilyn Milby 

 
Thank you, everyone, for praying for 

our mom.  She made it home Friday 

night.  We appreciate all the prayers, 

cards, and delicious foods.  We love 

you all! 
 

Thank you again, 

Bobby and Dana Ferguson 

 
Haran Family, 

Words just can’t describe how much 

support our brothers and sisters at 

Haran have expressed toward our 

family.  Our mother meant so much 

to so many and she cared for each of 

you all!  It has been overwhelming 

the amount of love we have 

received from the people she 

touched in her life!!  We want to 

extend the most heart-filled love 

and thanks to everyone!  Please 

continue to pray for us! 
 

Love, 

Adam, Heather, Kalyan, and 

Amaleah Altis 

 
Dear friends at Haran Baptist, 

“Why are you being so nice to us?”  

An Afghan family of 3 asked us that 

question the day before Christmas 

2021.  We fully furnished and 

stocked a new apartment for them 

and welcomed them into it as   

newly-arrived refugees.  In that 

moment and with a translator, we 

were able to briefly explain that we 

love them as our neighbors and 

want to help them.  Our prayer is 

that we, along with our church 

partners, are able to nurture this 

fledgling relationship, loving them as 

our neighbors and show them the 

love of Christ. 
 

Opportunities like this are possible 

because of the kindness and 

generosity of friends like you!  We 

would like to thank you for your 

financial gift last year to Friendship 

House Roanoke.  Your donation truly 

is crucial to the work being done at 

Friendship House.  We labor hard 

each week to reach our neighbors 

with the love and teaching of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and are excited 

that we have friends who support 

the ministry of Friendship House. 
 

2021 was certainly a year of 

milestones for us!  Below is a quick 

summary of our 3 main programs. 
 

Our Food Pantry Program continues 

to operate at high levels.  In fact, we 

gave out more boxes of food in 2021 

than in any other year!  Throughout 

the course of the year, over 6,200 

boxes of food were given out to our 

neighbors in need.  We continue to 

use a faithful cadre of volunteers to 

sort, pack, and deliver food to shut-

ins. 
 

The After-School Program still 

provides daily care in the form of 

tutoring, snacks, playtime, and Bible 

study for 20-25 kids throughout the 

year.  What’s more, we started the 

Friendship Soccer Club in November 

to welcome refugee children into 

our community.  We average 40 

children from all around the world 

each week for the club! 
 

Finally, the Refugee Housing 

Program grows by leaps and 

bounds.  We helped train a dozen 

volunteers to be English tutors this 

year and have assigned them to 

refugees all over the community.  

We also began training church 

groups who want to support and 

befriend refugee families.  And in 

September we began a campaign to 

purchase 2 houses on our block for 

refugee families.  In just 15 weeks 

we raised 87% of the funds needed 

to purchase, renovate, and staff the 

homes.  We are thrilled to begin 

2022 with the majority of the 

fundraising for the project behind 

us! 
 

This is only possible because of the 

generosity of friends like you!  We 

are very blessed to know you as a 

supporter of Friendship House.  We 

cherish your partnership and look 

forward to working together more in 

the future! 
 

Thank you again for your kindness, 

Aaron and Faith Dowdy 

Friendship House Roanoke 

 

Note: We support Friendship House 

and Keystone Community Center 

(formerly called the Baptist Mission 

Centers) through quarterly gifts from 

the church budget.  To find out more 

about their work and their mission 

opportunities, see their newsletters 

on the bulletin board outside the 

sanctuary. 



 

Did you know it is good for your brain to READ A BOOK? 

Keep your mind healthy and active and come by the 

library and check out a book!  No fines and no deadlines 

on returning books! 

 

FEATURED BOOKS: 
Our focus on books this month is local history.  Some of 

our featured books this month are: 

 

 Sharp Top by Carolyn Feagans.  This is a historical 

novel about life in the Peaks of Otter/Bedford area 

during the Great Depression and World War II.  Also 

covered in this book is what the industry was like in 

that area during that time frame.   

 

 The Bedford Boys by Alex Kershaw.  This is a true 

story of the 19 boys from Bedford, VA who were 

killed in the first minutes of the Normandy invasion 

at Omaha Beach in WWII. 

 

 Omaha Beach and Beyond by Bob Slaughter.  This is 

an autobiography of a 16-year-old boy who survived 

the D-Day invasion at Omaha Beach.  He survived the 

war and came home to write about it.  Mr. Slaughter 

was instrumental in helping to design the D-Day 

Memorial in Bedford, VA. 

 

 Brother Sheffey by Willard Barberry.  This is a story 

of a circuit-riding Methodist preacher who knew the 

power of prayer.  He rode a horse to get to his 

churches between Roanoke and Bristol in the area of 

Blue Ridge and Flat Top Mountain.  He was known as 

a peculiar and unique person whom others held in 

fear and reverence.  

 

 The Man Who Moved a Mountain by Richard 

Davids.  This is a true story of a “bad” boy who 

turned his life to Jesus and spent the rest of his life as 

a preacher in the Blue Ridge area.  This man was 

Reverend Bob Childress from Patrick County/Buffalo 

Mountain area.  Reverend Childress was born in 1890 

and his ministry was in the wild mountain moonshine 

areas of Floyd and Carroll county.  Through his loving, 

caring ministry he helped change the area and built 

the current “stone churches” in the area. 

 The Blueberry Years by Jim Finnick.  This is a memoir 

of farm and family life in Floyd Country, VA.  Jim 

Finnick is a columnist for the New River Valley 

newspaper and this is his family’s story of their life 

and their organic blueberry farm. 

 

 A Treasury of Virginia Tales by Webb Garrison. 

These are unusual, interesting, and little-known 

stories of Virginians.  These chapters cover historic 

deeds in VA, special VA women, our founding fathers, 

unsolved mysteries, and other famous Virginians. 

 

NEW DVDS: 
 We Bought a Zoo – This comedy drama is about a 

widowed father and children who give new life to a 

dilapidated zoo. 

 The Soul Surfer – This is a true story of a survivor of a 

shark attack which caused her to lose her left 

arm.  She tells about her faith and family and she 

fights to get back her life as a surfer.  Pastor Don 

referenced this movie in one of his sermons. 

 

MEMORIAL BOOK: 
As a memorial to Pat Altis, who loved children and 

enjoyed working with them, a book as been donated to 

the library in her memory.  The title of the book is The 

Gift I Can Give to Little Ones by Kathie Lee Gifford. 

 

There is also a basket of FREE items in the library.  Please 

stop by and take a look and help yourself!  
 

—Tiffany Edmonds 

 



 

mountain people 

 Honored in 1934 when the Home Missions 

Offering was re-named for her to encourage 

more to follow her sacrificial example  
 

A MISSION FIELD IN NEED OF HOPE 
The North American Mission Board and its 

missionaries serve a diverse and complex region. 
 

 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Virgin 

Islands, Guam, American Samoa 

 366 million people, 350 languages,  14+ 

religions 

 275 million estimated lost 
 

Many North American cities could reasonably be 

called pre-Christian. Even in the traditional “Bible 

Belt” Christianity is being pushed to the margins. In 

the midst of this, God is bringing the nations to our 

shores and offering unprecedented opportunities for 

the gospel.  
 

At the North American Mission Board, we see a 

mission field that needs the hope of the gospel. With 

your partnership, we’re committed to taking this 

hope to cities, small towns, and college campuses.  

 

ANNIE ARMSTRONG 
EASTER OFFERING 
This offering was started in 1895 by Woman's 

Missionary Union (WMU) to benefit the work of the 

Home Mission Board (now North American Mission 

Board). In 1934, it was named in honor of Annie 

Armstrong. Today, more than $2 billion has been 

donated by Southern Baptist churches and individuals 

to support thousands of missionaries in church 

planting and compassion ministries. Because of this 

sacrificial giving, millions of lives have been and 

continue to be transformed by the power of the 

gospel.  
 

All gifts—100%—support more than 2,200 

missionaries who are planting new churches in 

unreached communities and reaching out to meet 

needs through compassion ministries.  The needs are 

great, but the living hope of Christ is greater.  Every 

day, lives are being impacted and transformed.  

Thank you for reaching out with hope to your own 

community and for your passionate support for 

North American Missions. 
 

Envelopes for this offering are in the pew racks. 

THANK YOU FOR GIVING! 

WHO WAS ANNIE ARMSTRONG? 
Annie Armstrong (1850-1938) was born in Baltimore at a time 

when women were not expected to lead.  She served, challenged 

churches to action, and rallied support for missionaries.  

Ultimately, she was recognized as a national Southern Baptist 

trailblazer renowned for visionary missions leadership. 
 

ANNIE’S CONTRIBUTIONS 

 Started Bay View Mission for Baltimore’s poor and addicted 

 Served as the first executive of Woman’s Missionary Union, 

the largest protestant women’s organization in the world 

 Raised support for missionaries to Italian and Jewish 

immigrants 

 Handwrote over 18,000 letters in one year advocating for 

missions 

 Refused a salary because she would never give to the 

Lord “that which costs me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24) 

 Initiated fund-raising “brick cards” to build churches in Cuba 

 Gained support for the first black, female missionaries 

 Secured funds to relieve China missionary, Lottie Moon, who 

had served for 11 years without a furlough 

 Advocated for Native Americans and impoverished  



 

AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Are we missing a birthday 

or anniversary?  Email 

the church office at 

haranbaptist@gmail.com 

and let us know. 

 
 

 

 

TO SEE JESUS 
©Bobby Lee Craghead 
 

This I trust and pray, 

To see JESUS someday. 

 

When I reach Gloryland, 

I’ll see His nail-scarred hand. 

 

When in Heaven I abide, 

I’ll see His pierced side. 

 

When my Savior I meet, 

I’ll see His nail-torn feet. 

 

His life He did give, 

So in Heaven I may live. 

 

All tears will be wiped away 

On my last moving day. 

 

JESUS shed His blood for me 

On Calvary’s cruel tree. 

 

He provided salvation’s plan, 

To save poor lost man. 

 

In just a little while, 

I can see JESUS smile. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
4 Darrell & Tina Robinson 

BIRTHDAYS 
6 Anita Smith 

14 Phyllis Martin 

16 Nancy Agee 

17 Bette Yeatts 

19 Pam Cooper 

20 Tom Milby 

21 Travis Schuck 

24 Kaitlyn Carter 

 Wrenn Valley 

25 Sharon Avery 

27 Duane Martin 

APRIL 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 David Avery 

2 Adam Cochran 

3 Linda Johnson 

9 Karen Byerly 

 Joe Yaunsem 

21 Judy Martin 

24 Rick Stone 

MARCH 
25 Andi Byerly 

 Mary Etta Summerville 

30 Bobby Ferguson 

31 Josh Carter 

UPCOMING DATES 
3/6 VBS meeting 

3/7 Deacons 

3/19 Movie night 

4/2 Church cleanup 

4/4 Deacons 

4/9 Easter egg hunt 

4/10 Palm Sunday 
 Church council 

4/14 Maundy Thursday 

4/15 Good Friday 

4/17 Easter Sunday 

4/24 Business meeting 

5/21 Evening of Worship 

ANNIVERSARIES 
6 Craig & Mandy Champney 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Walker Champney 

4 Noah Ferguson 

6 Kermit Crowe 

6 Shane Martin 

7 Stacey Valley 

15 Tom Bell 

17 Ron Francis 

20 Charlotte Crouch 

23 Rachel Hartman 

24 Grace Edmonds 

29 Tiffany Edmonds 

MAY 


