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Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will
say, “This is the way you should go,” whether to the right or
to the left. —Isaiah 30:12
Just thinking out loud, but have you ever known in your
heart there was something you just had to do? You may
have felt uncomfortable about doing it and it may take you
out of your comfort zone, but the drive was so strong it left
no doubt in your mind that you were going to do it! I
believe God moves us to do His bidding if we will just listen.
As you read this, Mary Etta and I are in Cannon Ball, North
Dakota basking in the sun! NOT! Cold temperatures are
already passing through the Dakotas. We are to hit the
ground running as Pastor Boots contacted me about
preaching for him on the 31st and Donna wants us to come
to her church on Wednesday night, the day after we land at
11 p.m. in Bismarck with groceries to buy and an hour drive
to Cannon Ball.
Some folks might ask, “Why do y’all do this every year?”
The answer: God’s calling. It is so strong in our hearts that
we dare not disobey! The work here is feast or famine but
we have to be here! Some days are slow and others are
extremely busy! I hear the voice behind me saying, “This is
the way you should go!” To refuse to go, I believe, would
be refusing God. That is why we go. God has called us to
serve Him there!
God asks us all to do things we are uncomfortable doing.
He often asks us to do something we have never done
before. It is not easy to be a follower of Christ! Looking at
the way our society rejects the truth I believe that God is
calling us to be a light for those lost at sea. Making
disciples means we respond as a body of believers to the
call of the Lord even when it makes us uncomfortable. Our
whole purpose in this life is to glorify God!
“When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples.
This brings great glory to my Father.” —John 15:8 (NLT)
Let me close with the words that Dallas Jenkins uses to
challenge me every time I hear them: “Our job is not to
feed the 5,000. Our job is to provide the loaves and fish.”
Let’s glorify our God together!
Pastor Don

Come enjoy breakfast with us to
celebrate and honor all military
veterans and first responders in
our community! Invite any
veterans and first responders you
know so we can thank them for
their sacrifices for the freedoms
and safety we enjoy today.
If you have photos of family
members who were/are serving,
or if you have a uniform we can
display in the fellowship hall,
please contact Doug Johnson at
djohnsonfour@cox.net.

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 6
8 AM to NOON

As Thanksgiving and Christmas quickly approach, we get so busy
we often forget the real meaning of these celebrations. As Christfollowers, we can guard against this by focusing our hearts on
God’s Word. Thanksgiving is a time to give God thanks; Christmas
is the celebration of the birth of the Savior.
Life’s not always easy, and holidays aren’t always perfect or
peaceful. But we can always have a heart full of thankfulness if we
remember who gives us reasons to be thankful, not just what
we’re thankful for. There will be lots of choices to be made during
the months of November and December: where to serve, what
gifts to buy, and how many events to attend. The most important
choice we can make is to worship and sing praises to our Lord. For
His gift. For His love. For His peace. And when our hearts are at
peace, our holidays can be too!
The RVBA has collected $18,759.69 for the Annie Mae Broyles
offering this year. Our Lottie Moon Christmas offering will be taken
during the months of November and December. Every penny
given to this offering is used to support Southern Baptist
missionaries as they share the hope and grace we have in Jesus
Christ. The theme this year is “Let’s Advance God’s Kingdom
Together.”
In preparation for the possibility of housing two families (refugees),
for their two weeks of quarantine at Ward Haven, they need
bedding for them. WOM has donated twin bed sheet sets, pillows,
twin blankets, and personal hygiene kits – soap, shampoo, towels,
wash cloths, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. WOM continues to
serve and help those in need.
Our last WOM meeting was October 24, and we filled 20 Operation
Christmas Child boxes. We encourage everyone to fill an
Operation Christmas Child Box. Please have your boxes turned in
to the church office by Sunday, October 31. Also, please
remember the $9 for postage and handling. This amount is critical
to cover project costs involved in collecting, processing, and
shipping your shoebox gifts to over 100 countries. It also provides
for ministry materials such as The Greatest Gift Gospel Booklet and
The Ministry Partner Guide. If you cannot fill a box, please
consider donating to help with the postage.
We would like to invite and encourage all women of Haran Baptist
Church to be a part of our women’s ministry. As we serve and
help those in need know that we are serving and honoring God!

SATURDAY, NOV. 2O, 6 PM

Good news! Our Church Family Thanksgiving
Dinner is back! Bring side dishes and desserts
and join us for food, fellowship, and giving
thanks. If you would be willing to cook a
turkey or ham, please contact the church office
by November 7.

Did you miss the Bible study Pastor Don did on
season one of The Chosen? Or do you want to
see it again? Our church library has it available
to be checked out. Season two of The Chosen
will be available soon in the library!
The library has a big selection of books and
DVDs for both adults and children. Come by
and check it out! If we don't have a book that
you are looking for please let us know. We
have a list outside of the library where you can
request a certain book or DVD!

And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with
such sacrifices God is pleased. —Hebrews 13:16

Cold weather is coming and there is nothing
better than to curl up under a blanket with a
good book!

Joyfully and prayerfully,
Mary Etta Summerville

—Tiffany Edmonds

NOVEMBER 28

DECEMBER 24

7:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 5

Christmas worship with the praise band

DECEMBER 12

Everyone is invited to sing!

DECEMBER 19

As we have done for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
in the past, we’re inviting everyone to sing in the
choir on Sunday, December 12. We will practice in
the sanctuary after church on December 5.
No talent, experience, stair-climbing, or coming out
at night is required! Come help us fill the choir loft
to sing a medley of Christmas carols.

Thank you to our musicians!
Thank you so much for your
many, many hours of earlymorning and late-night
rehearsals, for your joy and
enthusiasm and determination,
and most of all, your love for
the Lord. Thank you for using
your gifts to glorify Him and to
lead us before Him in worship!

One generation shall praise
Your works to another,
and shall declare
Your mighty acts.
I will meditate on the glorious
splendor of Your majesty,
and on Your wondrous works.
Men shall speak of the might
of Your awesome acts,
and I will declare
Your greatness.
They shall utter the memory
of Your great goodness,
and shall sing of Your
righteousness.
The Lord is gracious
and full of compassion,
slow to anger
and great in mercy.
The Lord is good to all,
and His tender mercies
are over all His works.
All Your works shall
praise You, O Lord,
and Your saints shall bless You.
They shall speak of the
glory of Your kingdom,
and talk of Your power,
to make known to the
sons of men His mighty acts.
Your kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom,
and Your dominion endures
throughout all generations.
Psalm 145

Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him; fret not yourself over
the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil
devices! Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! Fret not yourself; it
tends only to evil…In just a little while, the wicked will be no more;
though you look carefully at his place, he will not be there.
—Psalm 37:7-8, 10 (ESV)
Greetings from Sunday School,

We have been studying Paul’s letters in Sunday School, and what a
blessing the discussions we have had. With the reassurance that our
Savior Jesus Christ is with us, we just have to grow our faith each
day. That is what I love about Sunday School, we open the Word,
discuss, and apply it to our lives. I am amazed how every week, there
is an application in my life, what God gives to us through our Sunday
School lesson, and also through my fellow brothers and sisters in
Christ, it is awesome.
I shared the verse above because I think it applies to so much, and
especially how it applies to the faith that we continue to grow each
day. We are not perfect, and this is not a perfect world, but if we grow
our faith, we are able to be still before God, and wait patiently for His
perfect plan. We should not worry about others, things should not
anger us or worry us, because the Bible tells us, and our faith reassures
us that this is but a little time on earth, and God is working in, and
through, and around us. He hung the stars and planets, He takes cares
of the birds, and knows the hairs on our head. Our God has control,
and all He asks us is to have faith in the redeeming power of His Son
dying and rising from the dead, to pay the price for our sin, so we are
redeemed as Christians, and are perfect through Jesus Christ in the
eyes of our Lord. So sometimes, when life gets hard, be still, and wait
for His mighty works. It takes faith.
That is where I bring us back to my original thought, we grow and
cultivate our faith every Sunday morning in Sunday School. We
welcome you to rejoin us, or start a new blessing by attending Sunday
School. You will not be disappointed in the loving people who will
surround you, or by the word that God will give you in the opening of
His Word.
Peace,
Steve Milby

DEAR HARAN BAPTIST CHURCH,
I wanted to sincerely thank you for your
generosity to help reach people, not
just here at home, but in Honduras and
around the world. When Pastor Don
told me that you were collecting this
offering to help the Roanoke Valley
Baptist Association purchase a
generator, I had a feeling that you were
going to collect enough to purchase the
generator as a church. I had the
opportunity to be at two meetings at
your church and I met the deacons and
the CarePortal leaders. Your gift of
$450 will not only purchase the
generator, but the additional funds will
be used to help transport the generator
to Honduras. I so appreciate your
willingness to be involved in missions.
I look forward to continuing to work
with Haran Baptist Church and Pastor
Don as we go forward serving in the
Roanoke Valley and beyond. I will
continue to pray for you all as you seek
to serve and glorify our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Blessings,
Scott Hamilton
Interim Associational Mission Strategist
Roanoke Valley Baptist Association

THANK Y’ALL for allowing us to use the
pavilion for Sadie’s birthday party. It’s
the perfect outdoor space! We are
enjoying being a part of the church as
well!

The Williams family

whose families were swayed by Lottie’s
persuasive arguments. She visited thousands
of homes to teach the Scriptures, evangelized
while she walked from village to village, and
led in her Chinese church. She wrote letters
back to the U.S. pleading for more funds,
more workers and more prayer.
Near the end of her ministry, she had given
of herself, her food, her supplies so
completely that she had little left on this
earth, but riches abundant in heaven.

DEAR GREAT COMMISSION
CHRISTIAN:

WHAT IS THE LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING?
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is an annual offering collected by
believers around the world to support international missions. The
offering was named in 1918 by the Women’s Missionary Union in honor
of the missionary to China who urged churches to give sacrificially.

LOTTIE MOON (1840-1912)
Born Charlotte Digges Moon, December 12, 1840, in Albemarle County,
Virginia, Lottie rebelled against Christianity until she was in college. In
December 1858, she dedicated her life to Christ and was baptized at
First Baptist Church, Charlottesville, Virginia.
Lottie attended Albemarle Female Institute, female counterpart to the
University of Virginia. In 1861, she was one of the first women in the
South to receive a master’s degree. She stayed close to home during
the Civil War but eventually taught school in Kentucky, Georgia and
Virginia.
When she set sail for China, Lottie was 32 years old. She had turned
down a marriage proposal and left her job, home and family to follow
God’s lead. Her path wasn’t typical for an educated woman from a
wealthy family. God had gripped her with the Chinese peoples’ need for
a Savior.
For 39 years Lottie labored, chiefly in Tengchow and P’ingtu. People
feared and rejected her, but she refused to leave. The aroma of freshbaked cookies drew people to her house. She adopted traditional
Chinese dress, and she learned China’s language and customs. Lottie
didn’t just serve the people of China; she identified with them. Many
eventually accepted her. And some accepted her Savior.
Forced out of China due to malnutrition and sickness, Lottie’s 50-pound
frame could not survive the journey back to the United States. Though
thousands mourned her passing, her life’s work in China represented
eternity to many. She was the missionary who believed strongly in the
teaching of young girls and started schools, though the community’s
men scorned her for it. She passionately spoke out against the
gruesome practice of foot-binding, offering relief to hundreds of girls

In Revelation 7:9, John describes a multitude
from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb. Our work
together is not finished. We have to get to
every nation, every tribe, every people. We
must share His gospel in every language. The
Bible declares it. Heaven reveals it. And
obedience demands it.
What does this mean for me and for you? It
brings eternal purpose and meaning to our
lives. We have a sacred calling to a sacred
task—one He has given us the tools to
complete. We rejoice with those who have
said “yes” to the sacred task and are
harvesting in the fields. We celebrate the
significant impact your International Mission
Board missionaries are making in getting the
gospel to the nations. We rejoice in the fruit
of their labors. We thank God for His work in
difficult places.
There is no time to waste. Every day, 155,473
enter eternity with no hope. Every week,
1,088,311 die lost. And we are still here. Still
able to go to them. Still able to share with
them the most important news in all the
world, the most important message they will
ever hear. We can still offer help and hope.
That is why we exist. If God is calling you to
go, then go. If not, God is calling you to send.
So, send. How do you send? You send by
praying for those who are going. You send by
giving so those called to go can go. You send
by becoming an advocate, inviting your
church and others to pray and give and go.
Please prayerfully consider how God is calling
you to reach the unreached 365 days a year.
—Paul Chitwood, IMB President

to everyone who took part in packing
shoebox gifts for Operation Christmas Child! Our boxes
are ready to be labelled and sent to a processing center
(ours go to Boone, NC) and then distributed to children
around the world. Over the past several years, our boxes
have gone to Colombia, Peru, Ghana, Togo, Angola,
Burundi, and Zambia!

“Let the children come to Me; do not hinder them, for to
such belongs the kingdom of God.” —Mark 10:14

The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to
demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in
need around the world. Through this project, Samaritan’s
Purse partners with the local church worldwide to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ and make disciples of the
nations.

In the summer of 1993, Samaritan’s Purse President
Franklin Graham received a call from a man in England
asking if he’d be willing to fill shoeboxes with gifts for
children in war-torn Bosnia. Franklin agreed, but figured
Christmas was months away. He forgot about the promise
until he received a call back around Thanksgiving asking
about the gifts.
Franklin asked his friend, the late Pastor Ross Rhoads of
Calvary Church of Charlotte to see if he could help with
the need. A Sunday shortly afterward, Pastor Rhoads
demonstrated for his congregation how to fill a shoebox
with simple gifts and encouraged them to include a letter
to the child as well. Within weeks, the church had 11,000
shoeboxes lining their hallways.

Due to their generosity and additional gifts from Canada,
Samaritan’s Purse sent 28,000 shoebox gifts to children in
the Balkans that Christmas. Through these gifts, we
communicated to children and their families what the
angel said to the shepherds about Jesus’ birth: “I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people” (Luke 2:10, ESV).
Every year since, Samaritan’s Purse has collected shoebox
gifts filled with toys, school supplies, and hygiene items
for children around the world. Since 1993, more than 188
million children in more than 170 countries and territories
have received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox. The
project delivers not only the joy of what, for many kids, is
their first gift ever, but also gives them a tangible
expression of God’s love.

Seeking to follow Jesus’ command to “make disciples of
all the nations” (Matthew 28:19), we have trained over
1.3 million volunteers from these congregations to
teach The Greatest Journey, our dynamic follow-up
discipleship course for shoebox recipients. Since 2009,
26.5 million children have enrolled in this 12-lesson
program to learn how to follow Christ and share Him
with others. More than 12.5 million of these boys and
girls have made a decision to accept Jesus as their Savior
during the course. Many are now praying for and
sharing their faith with family and friends. As a result of
this ever-expanding witness, new churches are starting
and communities are being transformed!

This whole process is made possible by caring
individuals who pack shoeboxes full of quality gifts for
children in need. Many of these shoebox packers also
use our Follow Your Box feature to discover the country
where their gift will be delivered.
More than 9,000 year-round volunteers also get the
word out about the Samaritan’s Purse project across the
U.S. In addition, some 80,000 short-term volunteers
serve in more than 4,000 drop-off locations open across
the country every year during National Collection Week,
the third week in November. Each shoebox collected
then travels to one of eight processing centers to be
inspected and prepared for international shipment by
90,000 volunteers. All of this is supported by the 30,000
volunteers in our prayer network.
In 2020 alone, more than 9.1 million Operation
Christmas Child shoebox gifts were collected throughout
Australia, Austria, Canada, Finland, Germany, New
Zealand, South Korea, Spain, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom, and the
United States.
Together we are
working to see “a
great multitude
which no one
could number, of
all nations, tribes,
peoples, and
tongues, standing
before the throne
and before the
Lamb” (Rev. 7:9-10).

SNOW FOR CHRISTMAS
©Bobby Lee Craghead, September 24, 2015

People think that snow
Adds to Christmas cheer.
That’s why they wish for
A white Christmas here.
Children want some snow
Before Christmas Day.
They hope it will help
Santa on his way.
In the olden days,
Travel was by sleigh
When snow came on the
Christmas holiday.
Travel is difficult
Now when roads have snow.
At Christmas, people
Feel they need to go.

AND ANNIVERSARIES

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
4
5
7

Allie Avery
Joyce Van Dellen
Steve Milby
Aubrey Stoots

8
9
11
21

Irelynn Yaunsem
Betty Moran
Kylie Ferguson
Lisa Scott
Aaron Valley

22 Wayne Altis
26 Haley Mitchell
29 Steve Smith
Pat Taylor
30 Sandra Sloan

7
8
13
19

Linda Walker
Nancy Payne
Marie Wray
Ray Franklin
Hunter Hartman

19
27
28
29

16
18
19
21
22
28

Don Summerville
Ruger Emery
Holly Sharpe
Martha Knighton
Tracy Byerly
Nate Johnson

29 Makenna Mitchell
30 Doug Johnson
Brittany Stoots
31 Mark Mitchell

ANNIVERSARIES
2 Floyd & Nancy Agee
16 David & Charlotte Crouch

Some people like to
Trek through the white snow
And cut their own tree
On farms where they grow.

DECEMBER

Snow on Christmas may
Add a pleasant joy
To this special day
For a girl or boy.

1
2
5
7

A white Christmas is
What some folks desire.
Some make a snowman.
Some chat by the fire.

Are we missing a birthday
or anniversary? Email
the church office at
haranbaptist@gmail.com
and let us know.

BIRTHDAYS
Debi Avery
Becky Schuck
Reagan Valley
Pat Altis

Norma White
Carolyn Robbins
Lilly Mitchell
Jim White

ANNIVERSARIES
7 Kevin & Catey Martin
20 Ron & Sarah Francis

While some are outside
Sledding in the snow,
Others are making
Warm treats like cocoa.

JANUARY

Snowflakes represent
The cleansing from sin
When a lost soul asks
Jesus to come in.

2
3
5

Come now and let us reason
together, saith the LORD: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall
be white as snow…
—Isaiah 1:18

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
Tori White
Amaleah Altis
John Milby
Tina Robinson
14 Kinsley Stoots

3 Ben & Paula Newbill
22 Zeke & Lynn Winfree

26 Larry & Debi Avery
29 Allen & Victoria White

