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Can you believe summer is over?  Ecclesiastes tells us 

there is a time for everything under the sun and I have 

come to understand how quickly time moves.  When we 

are looking forward to vacation, time seems to stand still.  

When we are on vacation time moves so fast and then it is 

done until next summer. 
 

I wonder, how many of us look forward to worship as 

much as we do vacation?  I am going to miss Mark 

Mitchell not only because he is a wonderful Christian 

brother, but I will miss his enthusiasm for worship.  He 

had the knack of getting all of us fired up and ready to 

worship each week.  Now that summer is over it is time to 

long for and be a part of worship.  God has much to 

accomplish through Haran Baptist Church.  Our work and 

service for the Lord begins with our heart for worship.  
 

Read very carefully the words of Psalm 95:1-6: 
 

1 Come, let us sing to the Lord! 

    Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. 

2 Let us come to Him with thanksgiving. 

    Let us sing psalms of praise to Him. 

3 For the Lord is a great God, 

    a great King above all gods. 

4 He holds in His hands the depths of the earth 

    and the mightiest mountains. 

5 The sea belongs to Him, for He made it. 

    His hands formed the dry land, too. 

6 Come, let us worship and bow down. 

    Let us kneel before the Lord our maker.  
 

We don’t need a New Year’s resolution to bring about 

change in our lives, the Holy Spirit does that.  I begin to 

get excited every Saturday night as I know on Sunday 

morning, I will be with people who share the desire to 

honor God in worship.  COVID has created new ways to 

worship.  In fact, COVID has introduced multiple ways for 

us to hear God’s word!  Now, it is time to come together 

at our house of worship and sing to the Lord.  He IS our 

salvation and deserves to be praised.  Don’t let anything 

stop you from being in His house each week.  He is our 

God and He is GREAT!  
 

Psalm 19 :14—May the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O Lord, my rock 

and my redeemer. 
 

—Pastor Don  

 

GOODBYE TO  
THE MITCHELLS!   

Pray for the Mitchell family as they follow 
God’s leading into the next stage of their lives.   
 

Thank you, Mark, for your years of service  
and ministry at Haran!  We’ll miss you! 



 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

SEPT 12 Women on Mission 

SEPT 13 Deacons’ meeting 

SEPT 18 Brotherhood breakfast 

OCT 4 Deacons’ meeting 

OCT 10   Church council 
If you are a committee or 

department head, please plan to 

stay after the worship service for 

this meeting where we report on 

the ministries of the church and 

plan upcoming events. 

OCT 17   Business meeting 

OCT 23 Evening of Worship 

NOV 13 Veterans Day breakfast 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to 

dwell together in unity!  —Psalm 133:1 
 

MEN, MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
We will be holding a Saturday Brotherhood breakfast 

meeting on September 18 at 8 a.m. (will be done well 

before the start of the Tech game!) to fellowship 

together and share ideas on how we can serve our local 

community.  Eggs, sausage, and our famous pancakes will 

be the fare for the morning. 
 

One area we want to concentrate on is serving our 

church families, especially those who are older or those 

who are unable to perform general tasks around the 

house.  This may include brush clearing/trimming, yard 

cleaning or even things like changing out light bulbs or 

taking items to the Goodwill.  We want our families to 

know that we are available to serve them when needed.   

With the hurricane season in full swing and colder 

weather on its way, we can also share ideas on how we 

might assist moving donated supplies to local church 

disaster relief teams when the need arises.  

We continue to be ready to assist needy families through 

the CarePortal Program.  As you know, this ministry 

connects churches with opportunities to serve local 

children and families in need.  We can assist in moving 

materials, furniture, and supplies donated by other 

churches to folks who need them.  We’re working closely 

with those in charge of the program here in Roanoke. 
 

Finally, we will be honoring all those who are serving and 

have served in all branches of the military during our 

Veterans Day Celebration in November.  With all that has 

been going on recently in the Middle East, we need to 

provide a morale boost and our thanks to all who have 

risked their lives to protect the freedoms and liberty that we 

enjoy.   
 

Hope to see you brothers on September 18 for food, 

fellowship, and ideas! (No work!) 
 

Serving others to serve our Lord, 

Doug Johnson 

 

 WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
STARTING SEPTEMBER 1 at 6:30 

HARAN KIDS 
Kids are invited for 
music and Bible 
study!  Let Anna Ruth 
know if you’re 
planning to come. 

THE CHOSEN 
Join us in the 
fellowship hall to 
continue our 
adult Bible study 
on Season 2 of 
The Chosen.  We 
also offer this 
study Thursdays 
at 10 a.m. 



 

 

A HIGHER POWER 
“Let’s have an Evening of Worship!” we said.  

“In March 2020!” we said. 
 

Womp womp. 
 

That was a reasonable thing to say back in the 

fall of 2019.  But if we’ve found out anything 

in the last year and a half, it’s that we’re not 

in charge.   
 

The whole world has figured that out—and 

has had to face the question of where to go 

from there.  If we’re not in charge, who is?  

What is?  Whichever way we turn, we’re 

admitting: there’s something more powerful 

than us.   
 

We’ve seen more than ever the stark contrast 

between two sets of beliefs.  If we’re at the 

whim of the natural world, there’s no real 

meaning—“nature” or “science” will do what 

it wants.  We’re putting all our trust in a 

faceless, non-sentient entity.  Nature 

becomes god. There’s ultimately nothing 

down that road but hopelessness and 

despair.   
 

On the other hand... 
 

Lord, You have been our  

dwelling place in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or ever You had formed  

the earth and the world, 

even from everlasting to everlasting, 

You are God. 
Psalm 90:1-2 

 

The words of the psalms paint a very different 

picture.  We find that we can know the God 

who creates and rules nature, and this God is 

a God of righteousness, of holiness, of justice, 

and of peace.  He is our hope.  Our Deliverer. 

 

TRYING AGAIN 
“Let’s have an Evening of Worship based on 

the psalms!” we said back then.  And that’s 

why we haven’t stopped trying.   

23 6:30 
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We need the psalms now more than ever.  The new 

problems of the world just bring us back to the same 

ancient words: from everlasting to everlasting, You 

are God. 
 

So we’re trying again!  We have rescheduled our   

long-awaited Evening of Worship for Saturday, 

October 23.  (Of course, there’s no guarantee we’ll 

get to have it then either—I may be writing this same 

article again next spring—but we’re going to try!) 

 

SONGS IN THE NIGHT  

The book of Psalms is a collection of songs and poems 

with unmatched depth and richness and beauty. 

There are psalms for every circumstance: songs of 

praise and thanksgiving, declarations of the greatness 

of God, confessions of sin, cries for help in distress, 

celebrations of God’s faithfulness and mercy. 
 

As we read the psalms and encounter the God whose 

nature is woven throughout their beautiful words, 

how can we keep from pouring out our praises?  How 

can we remain indifferent to the God who formed the 

universe and upholds it with His hand, who rules over 

the nations, who guides us as our Shepherd, who 

knows our every thought and deed and still gave 

Himself for us? 
 

As creations of the Creator, as His beloved children, 

it’s part of our nature to sing to the Lord, bless His 

name, tell of His salvation from day to day (Psalm 

96:2).  And so we invite you to join us for this special 

evening as we behold the works of the Lord revealed 

through His Word.  Come hear the psalms set to 

music (they were intended to be sung!), see scenes of 

His breathtaking creation, worship Him in the beauty 

of holiness, and give Him the glory due His name! 
 

“Psalms of hope and deliverance” is our theme for 

the evening, and that’s what the band hopes you find 

as we share in the psalms together.  The title of the 

service, Songs in the Night, refers to the faithfulness 

of our everlasting, steadfast God: in the night and in 

the morning, in the storm and in the calm, in the 

battle and in the victory, He is the same.  He is with 

us, He’s in control, and He holds us in His hand. 

 

By day the Lord commands His steadfast love, 

And His song will be with me in the night, 

A prayer to the God of my life. 
Psalm 42:8 

—Anna Ruth 



 

 

 

 
 

Happy Fall everyone! We continue to serve faithfully 

through our missions at Haran Baptist. Our Standing Rock 

collection of kits was a huge success and Haran Baptist 

was a big part of that.  Below you can read the report of 

what happened through the RVBA WMU.  These kits 

were a blessing to the boys and girls at Standing Rock.   
 

Our next associational giving is the Annie Mae Broyles 

Offering.  Every dollar collected stays in the Roanoke 

Valley.  Please pray about your giving knowing that you 

will make a difference. 
 

Sunday, September 12 will be our next meeting.   We will 

meet in the Sunday school room next to the office right 

after the morning worship service.  Come and join us as 

we plan for our next adventures!  
 

Joyfully, 

Mary Etta Summerville 

 

REPORT ON COLLECTION OF KITS  

FOR STANDING ROCK 
RVBA WMU encouraged the churches of the Roanoke 

Valley to support the 2021 Standing Rock Mission Trip 

sponsored by WMUV.   Only a small group would be able 

to go this year and they would take backpacks, preschool 

bags, family kits, and hygiene kits to the reservation.  

Thousands of kits would be needed!  Our kits from our 

Virginia churches would be delivered to Standing Rock 

during the week of July 25- 30.   
 

In April the RVBA WMU 

Leadership Team agreed to 

support this ministry by 

providing funding up to 

$1000.00 from their budget.  

It was decided to purchase 

the “containers” for the kits 

that were being collected and 

to ask our RVBA WMU groups 

and others who were 

interested to fill the 

backpacks and tote bags.     
 

About 20 churches in the 

Roanoke Valley participated 

in the project.  They filled 

hundreds of bags with items 

for our Native American friends.  

Some individuals and churches donated money to help 

with the project. The churches that participated include 

Lynn Haven, Connelly, Cooper’s Cove, Pleasant Hill, Enon, 

Mill Creek, North Roanoke, Lithia, Roanoke Avenue, 

Haran, Melrose, Forest Grove, Troutville, Zion Hill, 

Vinton, Longdale, Bonsack, and Midland.  In addition to 

our churches, Straight Street supported the ministry by 

filling backpacks.   
 

Lynn Haven, Melrose and Mill Creek served as drop off 

locations and this plan made delivery easier for our area 

churches.  Churches from outside our association called 

on us to transport their donations to the WMUV office in 

Richmond.  Those were Blacksburg, Collinsville, Floyd, 

and Providence Baptist (in Red House).  
 

When all the donations had been received, there were 

enough preschool kits, family kits, hygiene kits, and 

backpacks to fill ninety shipping boxes!  These boxes 

were donated by Lawrence Transportation.  Volunteers 

from Mill Creek helped to pack the boxes and load them 

on a trailer.  Then two from Mill Creek delivered the 

donations to the WMUV office in Richmond.  They even 

stopped along the way in Red House to pick up several 

backpacks! 
 

Just like the response in our region, there was an 

outpouring of generosity from MANY churches in other 

parts of the state.  Once the Standing Rock needs were 

met, this abundance provided unanticipated blessings to 

ministries in our own area and throughout the state. 

Many WILL BE BLESSED by this project! 
 

—Judy Deel 

RVBA WMU Missions Involvement Consultant 

 

We had the opportunity to fill 20 hygiene kits and 30 preschool kits for the Standing 
Rock Reservation ministry.  Thank you for making a difference! 



 

IT’S TIME FOR 
OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS 
CHILD! 
 

FROM SAMARITAN’S PURSE: 
The COVID-19 global pandemic has 
disrupted everyday life for millions of 
people around the world. Yet, Samaritan’s 
Purse continues to share the eternal hope 
of the Gospel and to serve in Jesus’ name. 
 

Following local guidelines in each receiving 
country, we are carefully working with 
local volunteer teams to share shoebox 
gifts and The Greatest Journey discipleship 
program with children who need to know 
that God has not forgotten them.  
 

We want boys and girls around the world 
to know that God loves them during this 
time of fear and uncertainty. Children 
need great joy now more than ever! Most 
of all, they need the hope found only in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

Will you partner with us to share that 
glorious hope with boys and girls around 
the world—many of whom have never 
heard the name of Jesus?  
 

Every gift-filled shoebox is a powerful tool 
for evangelism and discipleship—
transforming the lives of children and their 
families around the world.  Come pick up a 
box, fill it with gifts, and be a part of 
spreading Good News, Great Joy! 
 

PLEASE NOTE... 
 No liquids, no toothpaste, no candy 

or food, and no breakable items.   

 Please make your check out to 
Haran Baptist Church (NOT to 
Samaritan’s Purse).  We can then pay 
for all the boxes at once before we 
deliver them.  

 Please put your check inside your 
box.  If you’re packing multiple boxes, 
you can write one check for all of 
them and leave it inside one of your 
boxes.  

 
 

           Pick up a box                            
  from the foyer 

outside the  
church office.   

Decide if your box  
will be for a boy or girl,  
age 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. 

Select a quality  “wow”  
toy such as a doll,  
soccer ball  
with pump, 
or stuffed  
animal. 

Fill with other fun toys, 
hygiene items, and school  
                                  supplies. 

Most importantly,  

pray for the child  

who will receive  
your gift.  Include  

a personal note  
and photo. 

A donation of $9 is critical  

to cover shipping and other 
project costs.  Please make 

your check payable to  

Haran Baptist Church. 

Put your check inside your box, 
label your box with gender and 
age, and bring it to the church 

by Sunday, October 31. 



 

 

 

 

 
Greetings Haran Baptist, 
 

I find myself somewhat amazed I am writing for the 

September/October newsletter.   We are at the time of 

year where we see God’s hand making changes to the 

earth.  Fall is a beautiful time of the year, as the leaves 

begin to change, the air starts to become crisp, and the 

days get shorter.  Some people love fall (me included), 

and some find it a little sad.  And that is how it goes with 

change.  Some are so excited for the changes in life, 

others are not so much.  But it is inevitable. 
 

Proverbs 3: 5-6 tells us, Trust in the Lord with all your 

heart and lean not on your own understanding, in all your 

ways submit to Him, and HE will make your paths 

straight.  Sometimes we don’t understand change, or 

tragedy, or why we have to adjust to something that just 

seems fine the way it is, but in all that we need to trust 

God, because He is with us every step of the way.  His 

ways are not always my ways, and when I try to apply my 

understanding to something that is not quite the normal,  

I have a tendency to make it a mess.  God does not make                                                                                                                                            

 

messes.  He has a plan, and we need to lean on Him when 

we are experiencing change, etc. 
 

I  say this to promote Sunday School.  God has placed so 

many wonderful people in my path through Sunday 

School, and it seems the last year or so has been very 

tough at times for many of us, and we have all been there 

for each other.  That is Sunday School in a nutshell for me, 

Christian brothers and sisters coming together to learn 

God’s words (promises), and applying those to promote 

the kingdom and to lift up our fellow brothers and sisters 

in Christ.  If you are missing Sunday School, you are 

missing a blessing.   
 

I am thankful for my Sunday School class and the support 

they give me and each other.  Come join us.  We have 

classes for all age groups and situations.  Everyone is 

welcome.  You do not have to come knowing the Bible, or 

have to say a word, you can sit and listen, but I would 

guarantee at the end of the class you will be encouraged, 

and God will speak to you in His own way. 
 

I hope to see you in Sunday School.  You may be the next 

person who blesses another, and I think you definitely will 

be blessed to be in Sunday School. 
 

Peace, 

Steve Milby 

 

Books selected by library staff 

 The One You’re With by Lauren K. Denton 

  Breach of Honor by Janice Cantore 

  The Ice Swan by J’Nell Ciesielski 

 

Fleeing the Russian Revolution, 

princess Svetlana seeks safety in 

Paris. When surgeon Wynn 

MacCallan treats her for an 

injury, he’s pulled into an 

underground world of Russian 

clubs where culture, drinks, and 

double-dealing collide. 

Penniless, Svetlana is forced into 

a marriage of convenience with 

Wynn. Can they outrun Bolshevik hitmen and survive to 

embrace true love?  
 

 

DVDs donated by Bette Yeatts 
 

 Huckleberry Finn 

 Chestnut Hero of Central Park 

 Windrunner 

 Windstorm 3 and the Wild Horses 

 Disney Super Buddies 

 

DVDs donated by  

Martha Knighton 

 The Book and the Rose 

(based on a short story by 

Max Lucado)  

 The Adventures of the   

Black Stallion   

 



 

 
Thank you to everyone who took part in our 

back-to-school outreach to Back Creek 

Elementary!  We collected school supplies, 

made gifts for the teachers, prayed over the 

school, and served brunch to the staff.
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WHAT IS THE ALMA HUNT OFFERING? 
The annual offering for Virginia missions was named for 
Alma Hunt (1909–2008), a native Virginian who was known 
worldwide for her missions service and her unswerving 
dedication to the cause of Christ. The offering provides 
funding for all Women’s Missionary Union of Virginia 
(WMUV) missions and ministries and makes possible other 
Baptist General Association of Virginia (BGAV) special 
ministries, outreach projects, and initiatives not funded 
through regular streams of giving.  
 

The stories that follow are of real people and real 
ministries, and all are recipients of financial support from 
this offering.  
 

KENYA MEDICAL MISSIONS  
In March 2020, Dr. Lynne Stockman led the first mission 
trip of a three-year partnership to Mully Children’s Family 
(MCF) in Kenya to provide medical care to children in need 
and the surrounding community. The team provided care 
to over 2,200 patients in five days, some who walked over 
20 miles to get to the mobile clinic. Dental, gynecologic, 
eye, wound, physical therapy, and general medical care 
was provided along with prescription medications. And 
since music is an important element in Kenyan culture, a 
small team also helped lead worship and teach guitar 
lessons.  
 

Charles Mulli dreams of providing MCF and the 
surrounding communities with a hospital in the future. 
While we hope and pray for this dream to become a 

reality, the team looks 
forward to returning in 
2022 to watch God at 
work and do our part to 
care for God’s kingdom 
here on Earth. Lynne 
shares, “I am thankful for 
the experience to use my 
professional skills to help 
those who do not receive 
medical care on a regular basis and to share the love of 
Jesus...we felt God’s presence in a mighty way!” Pray for 
the second team as they prepare to serve MCF.  

 
CRISIS CARE AT STANDING ROCK  
In the more than 50 years Virginia Baptists have been 
active in Disaster Response (DR), we’ve learned a lot 
about the long-term effects of a disaster. One year after a 
hurricane, 60% of pastors had moved away. Physical 
needs were being met, but most everyone put their 
emotional and spiritual trauma on hold while focusing on 
cleanup and repair. DR has responded by investing in 
Crisis Care Chaplains.  

 

Every year, WMUV (Women’s 
Missionary Union of Virginia) 
takes a team to Standing Rock 
Indian Reservation. The Crisis 
Care training benefited the 
team as we strive to care for 
our friends and the challenges 

they face on the reservation, such as illness and grief due 
to Covid. Brenda Smith shares, “The section on suicide 
was especially beneficial, this is a major issue on the 
reservation. Trauma is not limited to those hit by 
disasters—it happens in our daily lives with people 
around us. This training is effective in helping us know 
how to better respond, minister, and serve in Christ’s 
name.” Pray that God will wipe away the tears of those 
burdened with trauma-related grief.  

 
CROSSROADS DURING COVID-19  
Ministry might look different on the mountain during a 
global pandemic, but God still moves in incredible ways. 
At CrossRoads Adventure Days in Lowesville, VA, guests 
experienced outdoor activities and meals, worship, and 
safely distanced community. This time of rejuvenation 
and reconnection was especially meaningful for families 
who desired a spiritually nurturing experience for their 
children in an environment with COVID-19-safe practices. 
 

One mother shares,  
We heard testimonies from several counselors, and it 
was amazing how God spoke through them. The topics 



 

of their devotions and testimonies aligned with 
conversations that my daughter, Abbie, and I had on 
the way to the mountain. Abbie commented on how 
cool it was that “we were just talking about that!” She 
found comfort that other young adults had been 
through similar situations. I noticed how Abbie looked 
at the counselors with admiration, and I was thankful 
that there were so many young adults there ready to 
share the love of Christ with others and possibly 
become a future role model for my daughter. 

God uses camping ministry to shape the faith of young 
adults, youth, and children. The methods may adapt, but 
the mission remains the same! Pray that Virginia Baptist 
camps will be creative in nurturing children and 
students for Christ.  
 

MISSIONS AND RACIAL RECONCILIATION  
The Black Lives Matter movement ushered in the call for 
a renewed commitment to do the work of racial 
reconciliation. WMUV’s response was the creation of a 
process called S-P-A: Share, Pray, Act. Women are 
brought together to share stories, to pray for unity, and 
to develop mission action plans.  
 

Since the early 1900s, Virginia Baptist Women have 
engaged in what was called interracial work. In 1934, 
WMUV appointed a biracial committee to seek 
cooperation between black and white women. According 
to historian Fred Anderson, these women “wanted to 
know each other; and to stand solidly for interracial 

justice, goodwill and 
cooperation and against any 
effort to create discord 
between the races.” In this 
vein, we continue!  
 

In a chaotic world, as we dare to be radically involved in 
the mission of the Church, let us pray for the tearing 
down of the walls that separate people.  

 
LIFTING COMMUNITIES OUT OF POVERTY 
BGAV has entered into a long-term community 
development strategy focused on lifting communities out 
of extreme poverty. This new partnership will be focused 
in the Chinandega region of Nicaragua with an 
organization new to us–Food for the Hungry (FH). This 

long-term (7-10 year) endeavor will seek to build 
relationships in specific communities which will allow for 
incredible change to take place for those in Nicaragua as 
well as the sponsoring churches in Virginia. 
 

Carlos, an employee of FH, recently 
shared how he was raised in the 
sponsorship program of FH, and he 
and his family were able to break 
their cycle of poverty and now strive 
to help others living in extreme 
poverty. Our hope is that through 
this partnership we will be able to 
continue this good work and share 
the love of Christ in Nicaragua. Your 
gifts will provide funds for specific 
development opportunities such as new wells, sanitation 
needs, farming, and economic empowerment as 
identified through local leadership in Nicaragua. 
 

CHURCH PLANTING BRINGS CHRIST TO 
NEIGHBORS ACROSS THE U.S. 
Through the V3 Movement, BGAV is actively involved in 
planting churches. Some of the funds from the Alma 
Hunt Offering go directly to these efforts as they reach 
new people and communities with the life-changing love 
of Jesus Christ. 

 

Mike Pumphrey, V3’s 
Mid-Atlantic 
Coordinator, shares the 
following story: David 
Heim is in our year 1 
Cohort located in Los 
Angeles, CA. The Cohort 
has blown his mind! He is 

brand new to church planting, and he recently saw 
people baptized to follow Jesus.  
 

One of those was Arley. He was in a gang years ago but 
got out of that for his kids. He was really struggling 
through life and thought God was worth a try, but he had 
no idea how to have a relationship with God. He lived in 
low-income housing next door to the elementary school 
where church met, and they (Arley, his girlfriend, and 
kids) came by and were welcomed for the first time in a 
church. They stuck around. Now Arley is growing in his 
relationship with God and turning his life around.  

 
EVERY DOLLAR you give to the Alma Hunt Offering goes 
directly to support these and many other ministries. We 
invite you to give—joining your gifts with those of many 
other Virginia Baptists as we share the love of Christ 
across the Commonwealth and with the whole world. 



 

AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Are we missing a birthday 

or anniversary?  Email 

the church office at 

haranbaptist@gmail.com 

and let us know. 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear Haran Baptist Church, 

Thank you for all of my graduation 

gifts!  Thank you for being a great 

church and for always having my back! 

Love, 

Zane Edmonds 

 
 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
4 Gene & Martha Knighton 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
3 Darrell Robinson 

8 Olivia Hartman 

 Chris Stoots 

16 Donald Carter 

 Matthew Carter 

18 Paula Newbill 

19 David Robbins 

22 Mary Ellen Hale 

27 Donald Wray 

 

SEPTEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
7 Doug & Linda Johnson 

17 Wayne & Pat Altis 

 
20 Michael & Tiffany Edmonds 

25 Dewey & Mary Ellen Hale 

BIRTHDAYS 
11 Tabius Yaunsem 

13 Sam Byerly 

 Pat Howington 

13 Jamie Wray 

18 Madylen Valley 

21 Dana Ferguson 

 Lynn Winfree 

25 Marilyn Milby 

27 Joe Martin 

30 Sarah Francis 

OCTOBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
2 Floyd & Nancy Agee 

16 David & Charlotte Crouch 

BIRTHDAYS 
4 Allie Avery 

5 Joyce Van Dellen 

7 Steve Milby 

 Aubrey Stoots 

8 Irelynn Yaunsem 

9 Betty Moran 

11 Kylie Ferguson 

21 Lisa Scott 

 Aaron Valley 

22 Wayne Altis 

26 Haley Mitchell 

29 Steve Smith 

 Pat Taylor 

30 Sandra Sloan 

NOVEMBER 

FOREST PLEASURES 
©Bobby Lee Craghead, August 9, 2015 
 

I love the forest,  
with the trees so grand. 
It’s amazing how tall  
and straight they stand. 
 

If searching, I may  
find some mistletoe. 
High up in the trees  
is where it will grow. 
 

I hear nature’s sounds  
and hear the songbirds. 
They sing their sweet songs  
without using words. 
 

There’s some distant noise  
like a passing plane,  
Or on the leaves the sound  
of falling rain. 
 

In the wintertime,  
with snow on the ground, 
I see raccoon and  
deer tracks all around. 
 

Squirrels gather acorns  
around an oak tree. 
They start to chatter  
upon seeing me. 
 

Mostly nature’s sounds  
are all that I hear. 
Many calm, serene sounds  
come to my ear. 
 

Nature is full of life  
all year around. 
If we listen, it can  
always be found. 
 

Walking in the woods  
is such a pleasure. 
There’s the peace of mind  
that’s without measure. 


