
 

7539 Old Bent Mountain Rd 
Roanoke, VA 24018                                                                                                      

             One of the many things I love about being a Christian is    

    the love God’s people have for one another and their desire 

to come together and worship Christ.  Throughout all the 

difficulties the virus has caused, the one thing that stands out is 

God’s people overcoming, adapting and recognizing the 

importance of Christ in their lives.  God has always and is still 

using Haran Baptist Church to move His plan and His kingdom 

forward.  All of you are a part of that.  

 

The excitement driving up on Sunday mornings causes me to 

reflect on the words of Jesus in Mark 12:30-31: “‘And you shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  This is the first 

commandment.  And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment 

greater than these.” 
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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Working, worshipping, serving, and loving together draws us 

closer to one another and more importantly, closer to Christ! 

What more could we ask? 

 

Be on the lookout for opportunities to serve the Lord.  We are 

in need of your help in several areas including teachers, 

nursery workers, and children’s church help.  It is so 

important to have these areas staffed so when we get back to 

everyone being inside, any visitors will have the opportunity 

to allow their children to go to age-appropriate classes.  

Please, pray about ways God is leading you to serve! 

 

We are also formulating ways we can reach out to the 

community.  Outreach ministry is exciting and sometimes 

means sacrificing some of our time to be effective for the 

Lord.  There are needs in our immediate area that we have an 

opportunity to meet as a body of believers.  We will be 

getting more information out to you as these plans are 

completed. 

 

We are approaching the greatest celebration in Christian 

history, the resurrection of our Savior.  On April 4 we have 

the opportunity to come together and celebrate our risen, 

living, Savior!  I’m not sure about all the other activities yet 

but NOTHING can stop us from being together on 

Resurrection Morning.  You may be in the parking lot, 

sanctuary, or fellowship hall but we will be in the House of 

the Lord!  It is my prayer that you will invite others to come 

be a part of this celebration. 

 

But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob,  

And He who formed you, O Israel:  

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by your name; You are Mine.” 
 

“You are My witnesses,” says the Lord,  

“And My servant whom I have chosen,  

That you may know and believe Me, 

And understand that I am He.  

Before Me there was no God formed,  

Nor shall there be after Me. 

I, even I, am the Lord,  

And besides Me there is no savior. 

Isaiah 43:1;10-11 
 

—Pastor Don 

 

VBS MEETING 
TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 6:45 PM 

BIBLE STUDY 
WEDNESDAYS 6:30 pm 
THURSDAYS 10:00 am 

 

 

NURSERY & CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

HELPERS NEEDED! 
See Danielle Emery or Pastor Don. 



 

Women on Mission met January 17, 

2021 and discussed the possibilities of 

starting a Card Ministry at Haran Baptist.  

I am excited to say that we have started 

that ministry and have sent out several 

encouraging cards to members of our 

church and beyond.  Cards have been 

sent to our shut-ins, our sick, church 

leaders, college students, first 

responders, and essential workers such 

as our medical professionals and our 

teachers. We could use your help by 

letting us know of any individuals who 

may need our help with an encouraging 

word.  Encouragement goes a long way 

to comfort those in need and to share 

God’s love with them.  Hopefully, we are 

loving and comforting others as we meet 

their needs and allowing the work of 

Jesus spring into action.  If you would 

like to become involved in our ministry, 

please let us know. 
 

Stay tuned for more exciting news and 

how you can be involved in God’s 

ministry here at Haran Baptist.  We are 

called to be the hands and feet of Jesus 

wherever we go.  Each one of us is a part 

of Christ’s body.  We all have different 

functions.  But we are called to be His 

hands and feet since we are all called to 

serve one another and to love one 

another. 
 

When God’s people are in need, be ready 

to help them.  Always be eager to 

practice hospitality.  —Romans 12:13 
 

And let our people learn to devote 

themselves to good works, so as to help 

cases of urgent need, and not be 

unfruitful.  —Titus 3:14 
 

Joyfully, 

Mary Etta Summerville 

  

MARCH MADNESS 
If you have been around me 

much at all, sports are a big thing 

to me, any sport or competition, 

I like to watch.  Sorry, NASCAR 

does not fall in that category for 

me, I can get on I-81 to see that 

kind of madness! 
 

March Madness took a new 

meaning about a year ago, and 

continues, but hopefully we are 

seeing light at the end of the 

tunnel.  Typically it is the NCAA 

basketball tournament that is 

called March Madness, and we 

see all the crazy upsets of the 

“little guy” beating the goliath, 

so much fun. 
 

Well, the pandemic changed a 

lot of that, and that has been our 

Madness for several months, but 

always keep in mind that God is 

in control. 
 

How does that relate to Sunday 

School?  In our study of Luke, we 

saw another kind of madness.  

The Pharisees followed Jesus 

around, and as He taught, healed 

the sick, forgave sins, and 

performed wonderful miracles, 

the Pharisees were driven to 

madness to see how they could 

stop Jesus.  Luke 6:11 says But 

the Pharisees and the teachers of 

the law were furious and began 

to discuss with one another what 

they might do to Jesus.  Jesus 

had just healed a man’s shriveled 

hand in the temple on the 

Sabbath.  This outraged the 

Pharisees, as Jesus had just 

asked them in verse 9: “I ask 

you:  Is it lawful to do good on 

the Sabbath or to do evil, to save 

life or to destroy it.” 
 

The Pharisees totally missed it, 

which is better: to do good for 

someone, or to let them 

suffer.  Jesus taught us so much, 

and the benefit of Sunday School 

is to unlock all the knowledge 

that is stored in our Bible, 

discuss it, apply it today, work 

through the madness of this 

world. 
 

Jesus replied to a question in 

Matthew 22:36-40 of what is the 

greatest commandment (once 

again a question by someone 

trying to trick Jesus), but Jesus 

replied, “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your 

mind.  This is the greatest 

commandment. And the second 

is like it; Love your neighbor as 

yourself.  All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 
 

In this time of what seems to be 

madness, love God, and love 

people, do the things to help 

people, encourage one another, 

don’t look for the fault in others, 

but lift them up with love.   
 

Come join us in Sunday School to 

unlock the knowledge of 

everyday living through the Bible 

and be surrounded with others 

that love you.  It is always such 

an uplifting time in Sunday 

School.  That is always an hour 

that is so peaceful to me, not 

madness, pure peace and 

understanding. 
 

See you there, God’s peace be 

with you! 
 

—Steve Milby 
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It’s winter.  It feels like it’s been winter for...oh, about 

three hundred months now.   
 

And not just seasonal winter.  “Why have one winter 

when you could have two?” said 2020, and the whole 

earth has been shut in by a winter of COVID for…what is 

it now?  About three thousand months?   
 

On one of those recent February days where “all is chill 

and drear as death,” I came across this hymn by William 

W. How: 
 

Winter reigneth o'er the land, 

Freezing with its icy breath; 

Dead and bare the tall trees stand; 

All is chill and drear as death. 
 

Not a cheery start there, William.  A February hymn if 

ever I heard one. 
 

Life is waning; life is brief: 

Death, like winter, standeth nigh: 

Each one, like the falling leaf, 

Soon shall fade, and fall, and die. 
 

Well then.  Having a long winter, are you, Bill?  (So are 

we, friend.  So are we.) 

I’m glad that’s not the 

last verse of the hymn.  

(I’m imagining us 

singing that in church: 

Everything will die. 

Amen. Please be 

seated.)  Fortunately, 

things are looking up: 

 
But the sleeping earth shall wake, 

And the flowers shall burst in bloom, 

And all nature rising break 

Glorious from its wintry tomb. 
 

That’s more like it. 
 

So, Lord, after slumber blest 

Comes a bright awakening, 

And our flesh in hope shall rest 

Of a never-fading Spring. 
 

I am ready for a bright awakening!  Our anticipation at this 

time of year is perfect for understanding hope.  And not in 

the wishy-washy sense where we wish something might 

happen, but confidence in what’s to come.    

 

 

In His great mercy He has 

given us new birth into a  

 

through the resurrection  

of Jesus Christ from the dead.  

1 Peter 1:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 



 

Winter will not last forever.  We know, because we’ve seen it 

before.  (Even those vigorously denying the Creator still have 

full faith in the rhythm of His creation!)  One of these ice 

storms will be the very last ice storm of the season.  We have 

God’s promise to Noah:  
 

While the earth remains, 

Seedtime and harvest, 

Cold and heat, 

Winter and summer, 

And day and night 

Shall not cease.  

Genesis 8:22 
 

And who knows what’s going with COVID (no one, that’s 

who) but we know that our sovereign God is on His throne. 

Our faith is not shaken by a virus!  This too shall pass.  I’ve 

been reminded a lot lately of another hymn: 
 

This is my Father’s world, 

O let me ne’er forget 

That though the wrong  

seems oft so strong, 

God is the Ruler yet. 

 

 
As February moves into March, we’re watching for signs and 

we’re filled with anticipation.  This year more than ever: we 

can feel we’re right on the brink of not just the reawakening 

of creation in the spring but the re-emerging of day-to-day 

life.  Someday. 
 

All these things give us a frame of reference for anticipating 

another kind of spring.  Because there’s yet another winter, 

one that really has been going on for (let’s see...six thousand 

years…) more than seventy-two thousand months.   
 

And you were dead in your offenses and sins, in which you 

previously walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, of the 

spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

Among them we too all previously lived in the lusts of our 

flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 

and were by nature children of wrath, just as the rest.  

Ephesians  2:1-3 
 

The world is still trapped in that winter—the winter of sin 

and death.  But we—those who have been redeemed—know 

that that darkness is over.  Every year as the season of winter 

 

  
Praise be to the God and Father  

of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

In His great mercy  

He has given us new birth  

into a living hope  

through the resurrection  

of Jesus Christ from the dead,  

and into an inheritance that can 

never perish, spoil or fade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this you greatly rejoice,  

even though now for a little while, 

you have been distressed by 

various trials, so that the proof of 

your faith may be found to result in 

praise, glory, and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ.  

1 Peter 1:3-7 
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fades and the earth comes to life again, we celebrate anew 

the resurrection of our Lord and our resurrection in Him.  

We were dead in our sin, writes Paul in Ephesians 2...but 

God. 
 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 

love with which He loved us, even when we were 

dead in our wrongdoings, made us alive together with 

Christ and raised us up with Him, and seated us with 

Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in 

the ages to come He might show the boundless riches 

of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

Ephesians 2:4-7 
 

When William How writes in his hymn of the hope of   

never-fading spring, he’s not talking about the weather.  

He’s talking about the living hope we have in Jesus. As 

nature breaks from its wintry tomb, so did our Savior, and 

so do we. 
 

How great the chasm that lay between us; 

How high the mountain I could not climb. 

In desperation I turned to heaven 

And spoke Your name into the night. 
 

Then through the darkness Your lovingkindness 

Tore through the shadows of my soul. 

The work is finished, the end is written: 

Jesus Christ, my living hope. 

 

 

 
 

It’s been a year now.  March 15, 2020 was our last regular 

worship service, the last week our church life was 

“normal.”  Peter’s phrase “distressed by various trials” 

pretty much sums up the past year.  And yet, we greatly 

rejoice.  Our inheritance can never perish, spoil, or fade.  

Spring and summer will give way again to fall and winter, 

various trials will come and go, but our living hope endures. 

 

Three winters have met their match.  Warm weather is 

coming.  Coronavirus will run its course.  And Easter is on 

its way.   

 

Come and rejoice with us!  Let’s gather to worship and 

celebrate and sing of our new birth into living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 

—Anna Ruth 

Alone in my sorrow,  

and dead in my sin, 

Lost without hope,  

with no place to begin.  

Your love made a way  

to let mercy come in  

When death was arrested,  

and my life began. 

 

Oh, Your grace so free  

washes over me, 

You have made me new,  

now life begins with You. 

It’s Your endless love  

pouring down on us. 

You have made us new,  

now life begins with You. 

 

Oh, we’re free, free,  

forever we’re free. 

Come join the song  

of all the redeemed. 

Yes, we’re free, free,  

forever amen, 

When death was arrested  

 

 

• Winter Reigneth O’er the Land: William H. How, 1871.  

• This Is My Father’s World: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901.  

• Living Hope: Brian Johnson & Phil Wickham.  Copyright 

2017 Phil Wickham Music, Simply Global Songs, Sing My 

Songs, Bethel Music Publishing.   

• Death Was Arrested: Brandon Coker, Adam Kersh, Paul 

Taylor Smith, Heath Baltzglier.  Copyright 2015 Music at 

North Point, BCokerMusic, Adam Kersh Music, Paul 

Taylor Smith Publishing, Seems Like Music. 



 

ANNIE ARMSTRONG (1850-1938) 
Annie Armstrong was born in Baltimore at a time 

when women were not expected to lead. She served, 

challenged churches to action, and rallied support for 

missionaries. Ultimately, she was recognized as a 

national Southern Baptist trailblazer renowned for 

visionary missions leadership. 
 

ANNIE’S CONTRIBUTIONS 

 Started Bay View Mission for Baltimore’s poor 

and addicted 

 Served as the first executive of Woman’s 

Missionary Union, the largest protestant 

women’s organization in the world 

 Raised support for missionaries to Italian and 

Jewish immigrants 

 Handwrote over 18,000 letters in one year 

advocating for missions 

 Refused a salary because she would never 

give to the Lord “that which costs me 

nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24) 

 Initiated fund-raising “brick cards” to build 

churches in Cuba 

 Gained support for the first black, female 

missionaries 

 Secured funds to relieve China missionary, Lottie 

Moon, who had served for 11 years without a 

furlough 

 Advocated for Native Americans and 

impoverished mountain people 

 Honored in 1934 when the Home Missions 

Offering was re-named for her to encourage 

more to follow her sacrificial example  
 

ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING 
Today, over $1 billion has been given through the 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. All gifts—100%—

support more than 2,000 missionaries who are 

planting new churches in unreached communities 

and reaching out to meet needs through compassion 

ministries.   
 

The needs are great, but the living hope of Christ is 

greater.  Every day, lives are being impacted and 

transformed.  Thank you for reaching out with hope 

to your own community and for your passionate 

support for North American Missions. 
 

To give to this offering, mark your gift “Annie 

Armstrong.”  Special envelopes are also available 

beside the offering plates. 

THANK YOU FOR GIVING! 

A MISSION FIELD IN NEED OF HOPE 
The North American Mission Board and its missionaries serve a 

diverse and complex region. 
 

 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, 

Guam, American Samoa 

 366 million people, 350 languages,  14+ religions 

 275 million estimated lost 
 

Many North American cities could reasonably be called pre-

Christian. Even in the traditional “Bible Belt” Christianity is being 

pushed to the margins. In the midst of this, God is bringing the 

nations to our shores and offering unprecedented opportunities 

for the gospel.  

 

At the North American Mission Board, we see a mission field 

that needs the hope of the gospel. With your partnership, we’re 

committed to taking this hope to cities, small towns and college 

campuses.  



 

 
 

Books selected by library staff 

 Whose Waves These Are by Amanda Dykes 

 The Crooked Path by Irma Joubert 

 The Dress Shop on King Street by Ashley Clark 

 

Harper Dupree has 

pinned all her hopes on a 

future in fashion design. 

But when it comes 

crashing down around 

her, she returns home to 

Fairhope, Alabama, and 

to Millie, the woman who 

first taught her how to 

sew. As Harper rethinks 

her own future, long-

hidden secrets about 

Millie's past are brought 

to light. 

 

 

 

 

 

The church library renovation is complete!  

Stop by to browse our collection, or stay to 

read for a while.  The library is self-service     

and is open whenever the church is open. 

 

Donated by Martha Knighton 

 Book: Christmas Next Door by Susan Page Davis 

and Vickie McDonough 

 DVD: Elizabeth's Gift  

 DVD: Heavenly Deposit 

 

Note: Please leave your name when donating 

materials.  If we already have an item or don’t need 

it, we will return it to you.  Thank you.  



 

AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Are we missing a birthday or 

anniversary?  Email the church 

office at haranbaptist@gmail.com 

and let us know. 

THANK YOU 
Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for your 

kindness, for your prayers, and 

for the beautiful peace plant.  Lee 

and I truly appreciate your 

thoughtfulness. 
 

God bless, 

Cindy & Lee Koon 

 
2021: A Year of Faith!  Thank you 

so much for being our partner in 

missions for Christ.  We love and 

appreciate you.  Please come to 

visit sometime. 
 

Pat Carter, director 
Sommer Casto, ministry assistant 
Keystone Community Center 

ANNIVERSARIES 
4 Darrell & Tina Robinson 

BIRTHDAYS 
6 Anita Smith 

14 Phyllis Martin 

16 Nancy Agee 

17 Bette Yeatts 

19 Pam Cooper 

20 Tom Milby 

21 Travis Schuck 

24 Kaitlyn Cater 

 Wrenn Valley 

25 Sharon Avery 

27 Duane Martin 

APRIL 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 David Avery 

2 Adam Cochran 

3 Linda Johnson 

9 Karen Byerly 

 Joe Yaunsem 

21 Judy Martin 

24 Rick Stone 

MARCH 
25 Andi Byerly 

 Mary Etta Summerville 

30 Bobby Ferguson 

31 Josh Carter 

ANNIVERSARIES 
6 Craig & Mandy Champney 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Walker Champney 

4 Noah Ferguson 

6 Kermit Crowe 

 Shane Martin 

7 Stacey Valley 

15 Tom Bell 

17 Ron Francis 

20 Charlotte Crouch 

21 Mandy Champney 

23 Rachel Hartman 

24 Grace Edmonds 

29 Tiffany Edmonds 

 

MAY 

 

THE FOUR SEASONS 
©Bobby Lee Craghead,  
April 12, 2018 
 

Every year has for 

Different seasons. 

They vary greatly 

For many reasons. 

 

Which season do you 

Like best of the year? 

Which brings you pleasure? 

Which one brings you fear? 

 

It’s the spring season 

That some like the best, 

With return of birds 

Called “Robin Redbreast.” 

 

Flowers and tree blooms 

Come forth in the spring, 

So much beauty to 

Our lives do they bring. 

 

Some folks like summer 

And some like the fall, 

But it is best when 

People like them all. 


