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Christmas celebrations have ended.  A Christmas Story has gone off for the year.  

No more: A Christmas Carol, It’s a Wonderful Life (my personal favorite) or Jingle 

All the Way.  One thing that never ends in our home is the remembrance of the 

real reason for Christmas.  Absolute love came down and is living with us.  

Remembering Jesus never gets put in storage. 
 

Many have said the year 2020 is one to forget.  While understanding some of 

those feelings, please recognize that God has continued to be active even in this 

difficult year.  God’s church has monitored and adjusted so the good news could 

continue albeit in many different ways by using forms of worship that include 

video, parking lot, in-house and even radio/TV broadcasts.  God’s church has 

fought the edicts of state governments trying to silence it.  While not ignoring 

safety, the church has won (through proper channels) the right to be in God’s 

house in order to honor the Creator!  All in all, God’s people have continued to 

celebrate and worship Him throughout the epidemic.  I personally believe this 
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has brought us closer together.  By slowing down, families have 

become closer, physical bodies have gotten needed rest and we 

have learned how important it is to come together in the house 

of the Lord.  I am thankful for God’s church here at Haran and 

pray we will always put Christ first. 
 

The spiritual warfare that is taking place in our country and 

around the world has increased greatly.  John 16:33, “These 

things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 

In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 

have overcome the world.”  More than ever, God’s people need 

to come together for worship and prayer, believing the words of 

Jesus.  These two corporate events are a must if this nation is 

going to remain Christian.  Yes, contrary to one who said we are 

not a Christian nation, America is a nation founded on Jesus 

Christ and the laws of God!  When believers are unified under 

the banner of Christ and seek God’s will and not our own, then 

Christ will be proclaimed and our Heavenly Father will be 

glorified. 
 

Yes, 2020 brought many challenges and difficult times.  Through 

it all, God is still sovereign, still in control and still desires that 

America and the world come to Him. 
 

In 2021, let our resolution be to remain vigilant, vocal and ever-

faithful in our worship and the proclamation to others of what 

the Savior has done in our lives. 
 

Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is 

favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your 

people with good teaching.  For a time is coming when people 

will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will 

follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell 

them whatever their itching ears want to hear.  They will reject 

the truth and chase after myths.  But you should keep a clear 

mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord.  

Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the 

ministry God has given you.                                  —2 Timothy 4:2-5 
 

We are God’s hands, feet and voices. Silence and inactivity are 

not an option. Each of us should ask our Heavenly Father what 

He wants us to do this coming year.  
 

Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a 

messenger to this people? Who will go for us?”  I said, “Here I 

am. Send me.”                                                                  —Isaiah 6:8 
 

Happy New Year! 

Pastor Don 

Greetings Haran Baptist! 
 

CERTAINTY! 
Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth 

in order a declaration of those things which are 

most surely believed among us, 
 

Even as they delivered them unto us, which from 

the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of 

the word; 
 

It seemed good to me also, having had perfect 

understanding of all things from the very first, to 

write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, 
 

That thou mightest know the CERTAINTY of those 

things, wherein thou hast been instructed. 

                                   —Luke 1:1-4 
 

Sunday School is exciting right now, so many 

changes, adjustments, and learning!  We are 

studying the book of Luke, and as above, we see 

the beginning of Luke’s writing.  Luke was a doctor, 

and the Gospel of Luke is a letter of the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ to his friend Theophilus, who 

apparently by the greeting was a prominent man. 
 

Luke accounted the entire life of Christ to 

Theophilus, so that he might know the CERTAINTY 

of his salvation through Jesus Christ.  What I am 

learning in Luke is all the prophesy that was 

fulfilled, the grace and mercy of God, and my 

security of eternal salvation.  Luke is a wonderful 

book, and I think it is such a testament of what we 

should be doing, sharing the Gospel of Christ, and 

the CERTAINTY of Christ’s redemption. 
 

Come join us for Sunday School.  We continue to 

monitor the ever-changing situation with the 

pandemic.  Things seem to always be changing, but 

one thing is for CERTAIN, God is in control, and we 

can rest in that peace and comfort. 
 

***NURSERY IS OPEN FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!*** 
 

See you in Sunday School, 

Steve Milby 

 



 

 

He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest 

and most important command. The second is like it: Love your 

neighbor as yourself.”                                  —Matthew 22:37-39 
 

If we are going to obey Jesus’ command, we first need to 

comprehend this idea of self-love. 
 

The Greek word for love in these verses is “agape.” Agape is 

not primarily a feeling, but an action. A choice to seek the 

well-being of others while not expecting something in return. 
 

Christian faith is about trusting that the great God of the 

universe is not a detached, cold, and careless, creator but a 

divine being overflowing with love and care for His creation. 

Following Jesus means reflecting this love everywhere we go, 

in all we do, toward everyone we meet. 
 

Who is our “neighbor” and how do we love them like we love 

ourselves? How do we love anyone who needs our help with 

the same love that we show ourselves? So, let’s take the 

focus off of ourselves and place the focus on our “neighbor.” 
 

We have already started with some basic needs for the 

homeless with our Blessing Bags. But we shouldn’t stop there. 

We can help purchase some needed items for our Roanoke 

mission houses, we can make a special dessert or a small gift 

for someone we know needs their day brightened. Cards to 

our sick, shut-ins, service men, our church leaders, 

healthcare workers, and first responders, just to 

name a few. Such simple gestures speak volumes of 

love, comforting others as we met their needs. 
 

Do not allow the works of Jesus to only stay printed 

in our Bible, let’s give them wings, springing them 

into action. 
 

Wouldn’t it be great to start a Card Ministry? A 

word of encouragement goes a long way to 

comfort those who are sick or grieving, celebrate a 

joyous occasion, and share God’s love. A card 

ministry allows us to show that we care even when 

we are not present physically. 
 

Any woman who is interested in beginning a Card 

Ministry, please contact me. And if you would like 

to participate and are a little apprehensive about 

coming into church, we can find something for you 

to do to contribute from your home. 
 

We will meet Sunday, January 17 to further discuss 

this ministry. We will also meet Sunday, February 7 

to make Valentine’s Day gifts for our college 

freshmen. 
 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 

Joyfully, 

Mary Etta Summerville 

 

 

WOM MEETINGS 
 Sunday, January 17 

 Sunday, February 7 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 

—Romans 12:15 
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This time last year, I had just ordered VBS curriculum.  The band was 

getting ready for our next Evening of Worship, which was shaping up to 

be our best one yet.  (It still will be.  It’s going to happen.)  The choir had 

just finished with Christmas music and were diving straight into our 

Easter cantata, Once Upon a Morning.  I was color-coding new spring 

music for the handbell choir. 

Well… 

Nope. 

But 2020 has been good for our church in many ways!  This experience 

has made us stronger, more flexible, more adventurous.  It’s caused us 

to reflect on what really matters: not our building, not our service times, 

not the way we’re used to doing things.  What matters is our ability, and 

our privilege, to come before the throne of God. 

Under the old covenant, God’s people didn’t have that privilege.  Only 

the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies in the temple and enter 

into the presence of God, and that only once a year.  Meanwhile, every 

priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins (Hebrews 10:11).  

But one man changed all that.  By God’s will we have been sanctified 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all (Hebrews 

10:10).  The gospels tell us that when Jesus died, the veil in the temple 

separating the Holy of Holies was torn from top to bottom.  The new 

covenant had come. 

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by 

the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He 

consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and 

having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near 

with a true heart in full assurance of faith.                  

—Hebrews 10:19-22 
 

And of course we don’t have to be in church to draw near!  Since the 

sacrifice has been made once for all, we can approach the throne of God 

ourselves at any time.  But there’s something else to consider. 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 

wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us 

consider one another in order to stir up love and good 

works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 

as is the manner of some, but encouraging one another, 

and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.   

     —Hebrews 10:23-25 

 

Fig. 3: Nope. 

Fig. 1: Nope. 
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Fig. 2: Nope. 

WORSHIPING 
TOGETHER 
in new and old ways 

Fig. 4: Check! 

 



 

We need each other!  Remember those few weeks in 

March and April when we didn’t have services at all?  That 

was the worst.  As a family of believers, we love each 

other, we encourage each other and lift each other up, we 

bear each other’s burdens, we help one another hold fast 

to our hope, and we remind each other that God is faithful. 

One of the band’s favorite songs from this year was one we 

did for the Christmas Eve service, A Baby Will Come.  This 

song was written in 2010, but from its very first line—The 

kings of this world have torn it apart—it seems to have 

been written specifically about 2020.  But in the midst of a 

broken world, hunger, pain, sickness, death...we can take 

heart.   

One man, who came as a baby.   

One sacrifice.  Once for all.   

And... 

The kings of this world won’t have the last word; 

That, God, is Yours, for the Baby has come.  
 

That’s the hope that we hold together!  As we begin a new 

year, as always, may we celebrate together: He who 

promised is faithful. 

—Anna Ruth 

 
Words and music by Bill Wolf.  

Copyright 2010 Broadman Press.  

  
The kings of this world have torn it apart; 
But we can take heart, a Baby will come. 
 

To the hungry and meek, to those who grieve, 
To the broken in need, a Baby will come. 
 

We have known pain, we’ve felt death’s sting; 
God, help us believe this Baby will come. 
 

The angel appeared, said, “Do not fear, 
For peace is here, a Baby will come.”  
 

The advent of life, let hope arise, 
We’ve our Savior and Christ; the Baby has come. 
 

We’ve waited so long, God, for Your mighty arm, 
May our doubts ever calm, for the Baby has come. 
 

The proud will be low, and the humble will know 
They’re valued and loved, for the Baby has come. 
 

The kings of this world won’t have the last word; 
That, God, is Yours, for the Baby has come.  



 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR MUSICIANS for giving 

your time and sharing your gifts to fill our services 
with music!  We’ve been asked if we have to get to 
together and practice.  The answer: all the live-long 
time.  We rehearse both before and after church and 
during the week—sometimes twice during the 
week—and everyone practices on their own as well.  
And these are not people with nothing else to do!   

I’m so blessed to work  with musicians with the 
perfect combination of talent, drive, and enthusiasm.  
It’s hard work to put together vocal harmonies and 
work out instrumental parts, but you throw 
yourselves into it and keep coming back for more.  
Thank you for turning a wild year into a year of 
beautiful music! 



 

AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Are we missing a birthday or anniversary?  Email the church office at 

haranbaptist@gmail.com and let us know. 

THANK YOU 
Dear Haran Baptist Church family, 
We are so grateful that God has led 
us to worship with you!  This year 
certainly has brought many 
challenges, but ultimately we still 
are assured that God loves us and 
cares for us so very much!  May you 
all be blessed as you celebrate His 
great love and precious Gift to all of 
us, our Savior!  Merry Christmas! 
 

Love, 
Susan & Darrell Hensley 

 
Thank you for the visits, prayers, 
cards, and beautiful plant. 
 

Pat Howington 

 
Dear Friends, 
Please accept this check in loving 
memory of my dear friend, June 
Bell.  June epitomized the life I 
would like to live.  Her witness was 
at the same time profound and 
gentle.  Heaven’s gain is certainly 
our temporary loss. 
 

My husband, Dan, and I enjoyed 
many visits to your church thanks to 
invitations from the Bells.  Fall 
Festivals were so pleasant because I 
learned how apple butter was made, 
tasted so many epicurean delights, 
and met many (for me) new 
neighbors.  Our last visit was a 
dinner on Wednesday night before 
Thanksgiving involving much of 
June’s talent.  Then a delightful 
service in the sanctuary. 
 

Especially at this time of year, I want 
to send my thanks to you, Haran 
friends, introduced by June and 
Tom, for being such hospitable 
neighbors to us and especially me a 
newcomer and sadly short-lived 
one. 
 

May God bless you all. 
 

Very sincerely, 
Nancy W. Gryder 
Greensboro, NC 

ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Ben & Paula Newbill 

22 Zeke & Lynn Winfree 

 
26 Larry & Debi Avery 

29 Allen & Victoria White  

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Tori White 

3 Amaleah Altis 

5 John Milby 

 Tina Robinson 

14 Kinsley Stoots 

16 Rodney Morrow 

 Don Summerville 

18 Ruger Emery 

19 Holly Sharpe 

21 Martha Knighton 

22 Tracy Byerly 

28 Nate Johnson 

29 Makenna Mitchell 

30 Doug Johnson 

 Brittany Stoots 

31 Mark Mitchell 

 

JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
12 Donald & Angie Carter 

25 Forrest & Sandra Sloan  

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Allen White 

5 Dylan Robinson 

6 Steve Robbins 

8 Rebekah Johnson 

12 Michael Edmonds 

14 Ben Robinson 

20 Avery Johnson 

20 Annalee Schuck 

23 Judy LaPrade 

24 Barbara Stone 

28 Ashley Yaunsem 

FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 David Avery 

2 Adam Cochran 

3 Linda Johnson 

9 Karen Byerly 

 Joe Yaunsem 

21 Judy Martin 

24 Rick Stone 

MARCH 
25 Andi Byerly 

 Mary Etta Summerville 

30 Bobby Ferguson 

31 Josh Carter 



 

Colombia 

Peru 

Ghana 
Togo 

Angola 

Burundi 

Zambia 

WHAT HAPPENED 
TO OUR  

 

This year our Operation Christmas Child boxes were delivered to children in the African nation of Uganda. Here are the 
countries where our boxes have gone over the past five years: 

Uganda 

ABOUT UGANDA 
Uganda is located in East Africa, home to Africa’s largest 

freshwater lake, Lake Victoria. There are more than 30 

languages spoken in Uganda, with Swahili and English 

being the official languages.  

 

Uganda hosts the third largest number of refugees in the 

world, with more than a million refugees fleeing civil 

unrest in neighboring South Sudan and Democratic 

Republic of the Congo.  

 

Samaritan’s Purse began distributing gift-filled shoeboxes 

in Uganda in 1997 and launched The Greatest Journey, our 

follow-up discipleship program, in this nation in 2010. 

 

A teacher of The Greatest Journey in Uganda said, “In my 

class, I had some children who were not born again but 

through Samaritan’s Purse, we were able to get Bibles and 

Gospel books, which helped them to know Christ as their 

personal Savior. I also thank you that through Samaritan’s 

Purse, families are being changed. Those who were not 

attending church are now attending.”   



 

PRAY FOR YOUR  
SHOEBOX RECIPIENT 
Whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.                          

—Matthew 21:22 
  
Please don’t stop praying for the boy or girl that you first lifted up when 

you packed your shoebox.  Continue to ask God to soften his or her heart 

to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, so that he or she will follow Him all the days 

of their life.  Pray also for families and entire communities to be 

transformed as God’s love is shared through your simple gift. 

 

THE GREATEST JOURNEY 
After your shoebox gift delights 

a boy or girl, you can give them 

the opportunity to participate 

in The Greatest Journey. 

Taught by trained local 

teachers, this 12-lesson 

discipleship program shows 

children how to follow Christ 

and share Him with others. As 

boys and girls share the 

Scripture stories they learn in class, their friends and family come to 

faith—growing churches, starting new congregations, and transforming 

communities by the power of the Gospel. 

 

Will you help us “go and make disciples of all nations” as Christ 

commanded?  Sign up at samaritanspurse.org for a monthly gift of $6, and 

each year you will give 12 children study materials, a New Testament, and 

the opportunity to learn what it means to devote their lives to sharing the 

Good News of eternal grace through Jesus Christ. 

 

YEARS GONE BY 
©Bobby Lee Craghead,  

December 30, 2018 
 

The years of our life 

Fly by oh so fast. 

When young, we thought life 

Would a long time last. 

 

The older we get  

The faster years fly. 

It’s amazing how fast 

Our years can slip by. 

 

We grow older as  

Each day goes on by. 

We cannot stop time 

Even if we try. 

 

Wasted years are gone, 

Never to replay. 

Slowly they depart, 

Passing day by day. 

 

Each day that passes  

Is now in the past. 

And it is clear that 

This life will not last. 

 

The years we’ve wasted 

Cannot be redone. 

They’re gone forever 

And can’t be rerun. 



 

 
Donations 

 Overcomer by Dr. David Jeremiah (donated 

in memory of Audra Poage by Janell Love) 

 DVD: Monumental  

 

Donated by Martha Knighton 

 DVDs: My Dog Skip, Footprints, The Call of 

The Wild, Eight Below and Little Women 

 Children's books: How to Catch an Elf, The 

Nutcracker, Little Blue Truck’s Christmas 

 

DVDs donated by Bette Yeatts 

 God With Us 

 The Messengers 

 To Every Nation 

 

Note: Please leave your name when donating 

materials.  If we already have an item or don’t 

need it, we will return it to you.  Thank you.  

 

The church library renovation is complete!  

Stop by to browse our collection, or stay to 

read for a while.  The library is self-service     

and is open whenever the church is open. 

 


