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Many of us can say we remember where we were 

the day President John F. Kennedy was shot, others 

remember hurricanes Camille (’69) and Agnes (’72).  

Far more remember where you were when the twin 

towers were attacked. 
 

Now, all of us will remember the year 2020!  The 

surprise of mandatory isolation, masks, cancelation 

of schools, closing of business and most 

disappointing of all, the cessation of worship!  For 

me, that was the hardest thing of all.  Even though it 

is better now I still miss all of us being together in 

the same place lifting our praise to the Lord! 
 

2020 is not over.  While restrictions and masks are 

still in force, we as Christians are going to celebrate 

these final two months of 2020 by celebrating Jesus!  

We are going to let this year go out with praise on 

our lips.  Satan will not keep Haran Baptist from 

remembering the reason we are here! 
 

We are in the early stages of celebrating 

Thanksgiving together.  Of course, it will not be our 

usual turkey feast but it will honor our Savior with 

some food, fellowship and praise! 
 

Our Christmas Eve service will also take place.  

Christmas is all about our Savior’s birth and nothing 

9:00 SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Classes will return to your regular classrooms. 

10:00 WORSHIP SERVICE 
Join us in the sanctuary or the fellowship hall, or listen from the parking lot on 102.9 FM. 



 

21, 6:00 
Baked spaghetti, salad, bread, dessert 

   RSVP to Darrell at drobinson@jamesriverequipment.com  

by November 3 with the names of those attending.   

Seating will be limited! 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

else!  Jesus let nothing stop Him from coming to our rescue and 

we are NOT going to let anything stop us from celebrating His 

birth! 
 

2020 began as a very difficult year, a year we will likely never 

forget.  However, 2020 will end with the knowledge that we 

honored our God and celebrated with great thanksgiving the love 

that came down from Heaven to bring us the light! 
 

The people who live in darkness have seen a great 

light, and for those living in the land of the shadow 

of death, a light has dawned!  —Matthew 4:16  
 

Pastor Don 

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 

their strength; they shall mount up with wings 

as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 

and they shall walk, and not faint. 

—Isaiah 40:31   

 

Greetings, 

I hope everyone has enjoyed the Isaiah study 

we have been blessed to review over the past 

few weeks.  It was so timely for the current 

situation in the world.  God is in control, He is 

the Lord of the Armies, He will lift us up. 

 

Isaiah was delivering some solemn news, but 

he also wove in so much hope for us who 

believe and trust in the Lord. 

 

I can’t say much more than this verse, if we 

walk and be patient with the Lord, He will 

renew our strength, we will soar like eagles, 

and we will run and not get tired.  Life is not 

easy, but when we have the Lord, we have the 

strength we need to overcome what this 

world has to offer.  Praise be to God for His 

mercy and His strength.   

 

We have nothing to fear, and we should not 

be surprised by this world, for He is God, He 

will strengthen us, He will help us, yes, He will 

hold us up with the right hand of His 

righteousness (Isaiah 41:10 paraphrased by 

me). 

 

If you have not been involved in Sunday 

School, you are missing such encouragement 

and now is a great time for us all to be 

encouraged. 

 

I hope to see you soon in Sunday School. 

 

Have a great day, 

Steve Milby 

 



 

God is with us!  There’s no message we need more as 
this infamous year draws to a close.  Our God—who   
left His throne in heaven to be born among us, walk  
with us, and give His life for us—will not forsake us. 
 

On December 13, the praise band will lead in a time      
of Christmas worship with music all centered on the 
advent of Emmanuel—God with us.   
 

And on Christmas Eve, we’ll celebrate the Prince of 
Peace, the Son of the Most High.  At the end of the 
service, weather permitting, we’ll gather outside the 
church to sing carols and light our candles, sharing His 
light with each other and with a world in need.   
 

Come worship with us!  Come call His name Emmanuel 
and rejoice in the promises of our ever-faithful God. 

 24 

6:00 

Indoor and drive-in 
with outdoor  
candlelighting 

 13 

10:00  

Music by the  
Praise Band 

Behold, the virgin shall bear a Son,  
and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which is translated  

Matthew 1:23 



 

 

WOM BLESSING BAGS 
And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for 
with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
—Hebrews 13:16 

One of the ways you can demonstrate your love for the Lord 
is to be compassionate and caring towards those you 
encounter here on Earth.  Even small gestures can mean a 
great deal.  It isn’t always easy to be charitable.  Sometimes, 
you’d rather keep your money, your time, or your energy to 
yourself.  We need to be reminded to remain openhearted, 
even when it can be difficult. 
 
A big thank you to those who contributed items for the 
“Blessing Bags”, and to those who assembled the bags.  You 
are a vital part of our ministry and helping those in need. 
 
You may pick up a Blessing Bag (or two or three) in the foyer 
or by the church office to place in your car and when you see 
someone in need you are ready to lend a helping hand. 
 
Again, thank you for your servant’s heart! 
 

 

BAPTIST WOMEN’S  
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
 

The World Day of Prayer is especially 
important in the lives of Baptist women 
around the world.  This event has a long 
history of connecting all of us as global 
sisters as we lift each other up in prayer.  It is 

through our prayers that we are drawn closer together and 
are encouraged to reach our world for Christ.  Our 
Associational WMU will not be joining together in one place 
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for prayer this year, but that doesn’t mean that we 
can’t pray for the concerns of women around the 
world! 
 
There are several 2020 projects that we can pray 
for. I am listing a few of these projects to pray for 
on our World Day of Prayer.  If you would like to 
help financially for any of these projects you may 
do so by mailing your offering to Kathryn Sowers 
(1214 Jeanette Ave., Vinton, VA 24179) by Nov. 9.  
Make checks payable to RVBA WMU. 
 
CAMBODIA  
Hydroponic Greenhouse for The Shelter of Love 
Children’s Home: The home already has 3 
greenhouses but needs another to provide food 
for the home as well as products which they can 
sell in the market.  The 4th greenhouse’s profits 
will be used as funds for the educational needs of 
the children. 
 
USA/NORTH AFRICA 
BFA Education and Engagement Church Project: 
This project is based in North Africa and focuses on 
church members being trained and involved in 
local and global issues such as human trafficking. 
 
HONG KONG 
Care and Share Homely Shelter: This shelter works 
to empower women in crisis, care for them by 
teaching skills to develop their livelihood and share 
God’s love.  They care for women from all walks of 
life but specifically women and families in ethnic 
minorities, from the underprivileged community, 
and oppressed women in Hong Kong. 
 
AUSTRALIA  
We See We Care: Statistically, one woman a week 
is being murdered in Australia.  Pastors are 
requesting resources to work with the problem, 
and the women of the Pacific and Australian 
Convention are attempting to provide kits for 
Baptist churches. 
 
 

PRAYER GUIDE  
FOR WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
FROM SEVERAL CONTINENTAL UNIONS: 
 

NORTH AMERICA 
Pray that God would empower Baptist women to 
stand up against all forms of injustices which 
women and girls experience.  Pray God will raise 



 

up women—godly women—women of prayer who are 
fearless in service to Him, women who are risk takers for 
His name’s sake, and women who are an inspiration and 
motivation for others to serve Him. 
 
PACIFIC 
Pray against domestic violence as the highest rate in the 
world is in the Pacific islands.  Pray for the new fellowship 
groups of Christian women, their leaders, and their 
outreach to other women. Pray for independence and 
justice for West Papua. 
 
CARIBBEAN  
Pray for those churches still recovering from hurricane 
damage.  Pray for parents to take seriously the 

The library renovation is moving 

along!  We have new paint, new 

carpet, new light fixtures, new 

outlets, new furniture, and (in 

progress) new shelves.  Thank 

you to Zeke Winfree, Doug 

Johnson, and Steve Smith for 

your help in putting everything 

back together. 

 

Stop by soon when we reopen 

with our new look!  We offer a 

wide assortment of fiction and 

non-fiction books, Bible studies, 

children’s books, and DVDs for 

the whole family. 

responsibilities of raising their children.  Pray for 
children affected by child abuse.  Pray that the older 
women will undertake the role of mentors for the 
younger women who are eager to give themselves for 
ministry. 
 
EUROPE  
Pray for the refugees in Europe that they may be 
welcomed and helped by Christians who will see them 
through Christ’s eyes.  Pray for a revival in Europe 
where many are indifferent to Christianity.  Pray that 
the authorities will fight against modern day slavery 
and trafficking. 

 

—Mary Etta Summerville 



 



 

                                to everyone who took part in 
packing shoebox gifts for Operation Christmas 
Child!  Our boxes are ready to be labelled and 
sent to a processing center (ours go to Boone, 
NC) and then distributed to children around the 
world.  Over the past several years, our boxes 
have gone to Colombia, Peru, Ghana, Togo, 
Angola, Burundi, and Zambia! 

 

Dear Friend, 
Each shoebox you pack helps a local church 
around the world tell a child about Jesus, God’s 
Greatest Gift.  Many of the children will grow in 
their faith and learn how to tell friends and 
family about Him through our discipleship 
program called The Greatest Journey.  
 
In a new initiative, we are going island to island 
in the Pacific to take the Gospel to half a million 
children over the next few years, as part of our 
commitment to “proclaim the Gospel to the 
whole creation” (Mark 16:15).  
 
In sending the Gospel to the ends of the earth, 
we are also sharing God’s Word with dozens of 
unreached people groups and going to hard-to-
reach places to make His Name known. 
 
This has resulted in more than 2 million children 
making decisions for Christ and over 1,000 
churches being started in one year!  For 
example, there’s now a church in a remote 
village in Namibia among the Himba unreached 
people group. 
 
“Before we had never heard of Jesus,” said 
Pastor Kuyelia, leader of the new church. “Now, 
we have abandoned witch doctors and seek God 
alone in prayer and worship.” 
 
We’re thankful for all those who have faithfully 
prayed for Operation Christmas Child, a 
Samaritan’s Purse project.  You can join us in 
packing shoeboxes so that more children in the 
remote corners of the world can hear the Good 
News of the Gospel.  May God bless you.  
 

—Franklin Graham 
    President, Samaritan’s Purse 
 
 

 

Kiribati 

Peru 

Mongolia 

Namibia 



 

Are we missing a birthday or anniversary?  Email the church office at 

haranbaptist@gmail.com and let us know. 

AND ANNIVERSARIES 

ANNIVERSARIES 
2 Floyd & Nancy Agee 

 

 
16 David & Charlotte Crouch 

BIRTHDAYS 
4 Allie Avery 

5 Joyce Van Dellen 

7 Steve Milby 

 Aubrey Stoots 

8 Irelynn Yaunsem 

9 Betty Moran 

11 Kylie Ferguson 

18 Steven Conner 

21 Lisa Scott 

 Aaron Valley 

22 Wayne Altis 

26 Haley Mitchell 

29 Steve Smith 

 Pat Taylor 

30 Sandra Sloan 

 

NOVEMBER 

THANK YOU 
Haran Baptist,  
Thank you for all the prayers, cards, 
food and calls during my surgery and 
recovery.  Your prayers and love have 
made me realize how important it is to 
have a wonderful church family! 
 

Glory to God! 
Linda Walker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITTLE CRIPPLE GIRL 
©Bobby Lee Craghead, December 19, 2018 

The little cripple 

Girl was sad and blue, 

Thinking of the things  

That she could not do. 

 

Christmas was nearing 

For all to enjoy. 

There were presents for 

Every girl and boy. 

 

Her Christmas desire 

Was a new cut tree, 

With ornaments and  

Lights for all to see. 

 

On the field’s edge was 

A wee little tree. 

It was so deformed 

And not much to see. 

 

“I want that little 

Crippled deformed tree. 

I want it because 

It’s deformed like me.” 

 

The little tree, with 

Ornaments and lights, 

Was such a joy and  

Was such a delight. 

 

The little pine tree 

Made her oh so glad. 

She was no longer 

Unhappy or sad. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
7 Kevin & Catey Martin 

 
20 Ron & Sarah Francis 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Debi Avery 

2 Becky Schuck 

5 Reagan Valley 

7 Pat Altis 

 Linda Walker 

8 Nancy Payne 

13 Marie Wray 

19 Ray Franklin 

 Hunter Hartman 

 Norma White 

27 Carolyn Robbins 

28 Lilly Mitchell 

29 Jim White 

DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Ben & Paula Newbill 

22 Zeke & Lynn Winfree 

 
26 Larry & Debi Avery 

29 Allen & Victoria White  

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Tori White 

3 Amaleah Altis 

5 John Milby 

 Tina Robinson 

14 Kinsley Stoots 

16 Rodney Morrow 

 Don Summerville 

18 Ruger Emery 

19 Holly Sharpe 

21 Martha Knighton 

22 Tracy Byerly 

28 Nate Johnson 

29 Makenna Mitchell 

30 Doug Johnson 

 Brittany Stoots 

31 Mark Mitchell 

 

JANUARY 



 

WHAT IS THE LOTTIE MOON 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING? 
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is an annual offering 
collected by believers around the world to support 
international missions.  The offering was officially named 
in 1918 by Woman’s Missionary Union in honor of the 
missionary to China who urged churches to give 
sacrificially. 
 
This offering is unique from other mission offerings in 
that 100% of gifts provide for missionaries all over the 
world.  It is a valuable part of Southern Baptists’ 175-year 
history of reaching the nations with the gospel and vital 
to reaching the vision of a multitude from every 
language, people, tribe and nation knowing and 
worshiping our Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 7:9). 

 

LOTTIE MOON (1840-1912) 

Born Charlotte Digges Moon, December 12, 1840, in 
Albemarle County, Virginia, Lottie rebelled against 
Christianity until she was in college.  In December 1858, 
she dedicated her life to Christ and was baptized at First 
Baptist Church, Charlottesville, Virginia. 
 
Lottie attended Albemarle Female Institute, female 
counterpart to the University of Virginia.  In 1861, she 
was one of the first women in the South to receive a 
master’s degree.  She stayed close to home during the 
Civil War but eventually taught school in Kentucky, 
Georgia and Virginia. 

When she set sail for China, 
Lottie was 32 years old. She 
had turned down a marriage 
proposal and left her job, 
home and family to follow 
God’s lead.  Her path wasn’t 
typical for an educated 
woman from a wealthy 
family.  God had gripped her 
with the Chinese peoples’ 
need for a Savior. 
 
For 39 years Lottie labored, 
chiefly in Tengchow and P’ingtu. People feared and 
rejected her, but she refused to leave. The aroma of fresh-
baked cookies drew people to her house.  She adopted 
traditional Chinese dress, and she learned China’s 
language and customs.  Lottie didn’t just serve the people 
of China; she identified with them.  Many eventually 
accepted her.  And some accepted her Savior. 
 
Forced out of China due to malnutrition and sickness, 
Lottie’s 50-pound frame could not survive the journey back 
to the United States.  Though thousands mourned her 
passing, her life’s work in China represented eternity to 
many.  She was the missionary who believed strongly in 
the teaching of young girls and started schools, though the 
community’s men scorned her for it.  She passionately 
spoke out against the gruesome practice of foot-binding, 
offering relief to hundreds of girls whose families were 

continued on p. 10 



 

swayed by Lottie’s persuasive arguments.  She visited 
thousands of homes to teach the Scriptures, 
evangelized while she walked from village to village, 
and led in her Chinese church.  She wrote letters back 
to the U.S. pleading for more funds, more workers and 
more prayer. 
 
Near the end of her ministry, she had given of herself, 
her food, her supplies so completely that she had little 
left on this earth, but riches abundant in heaven. 

 

 
DAY ONE—NOVEMBER 29 

MISSIONS ON AND OFF THE STREET 

Naivasha Children’s Shelter, Kenya  

 

Hundreds of thousands of boys sleep on the streets in 
Kenya. These children are marginalized, beaten, sexually 
abused and arrested. Many Kenyans regard these 
children as worthless and not to be trusted. Kenyans call 
these boys “trash eaters.” 
 

International Mission Board missionary Kristen Lowry 
and the staff at the Naivasha Children’s Shelter in 
Naivasha, Kenya, see the value and worth in the life of 
each boy. They seek out these boys and bring 
restoration to families and rehabilitation to broken 
lives. 
 

Kristen’s first interactions with the street boys of Kenya 
took place in 2009 while she was on a photo assignment 
with IMB. Throughout the assignment she followed 
Eunice Murage, a Kenyan woman, as Eunice worked in 
the streets with the boys. As Kristen witnessed the boys’ 
living conditions and the way they were treated, she 
prayed for God to send someone to help them. Six 
months later, God called Kristen to work with the boys 
in Nairobi, Kenya. 

FOR INTERNATIONAL      MISSIONS 

Once Kristen moved to Nairobi, she moved in with 
Eunice. If the boys needed a safe place to stay or 
recover from wounds they sustained on the streets, 
the two women took them into their home. Eunice and 
Kristen began to make plans to start a rehabilitation 
and reunification center but had no means to purchase 
one. 
 

On Christmas Day 2013, their prayers for a facility were 
answered. An orphanage in Naivasha had opened in 
1999. Kristen’s mom, a real estate agent in the U.S., 
met a man through her work who served on the board 
of directors for the orphanage. When he learned that 
Kristen was looking for a facility, he and other trustees 
voted to appoint Eunice and Kristen as co-directors of 
the Naivasha Children’s Shelter in January 2014. 
 

When a boy wants to be rescued, one of the social 
workers from the shelter will schedule a time to pick 
up the boy from the street and bring him to the 
shelter. Once at the shelter the boy learns skills, 
participates in counseling, catches up on education, 
takes responsibility for chores and ultimately, 
experiences love and a stable environment. 
 

“Before I had my own children, I had street children,” 
said Kristen. This sentiment rings true with the staff at 
the shelter; their care for the boys goes beyond the 
walls of the shelter. Once the boys are reunited with 
their families, the social workers continually visit the 
boys and their families to make sure all is running 
smoothly and provide counseling to both boys and 
families if necessary. 
 

The shelter is not an orphanage, but a place where 
each individual child receives personal attention and 
encouragement, all building to the goal of being 
reunited with their families. Much like the prodigal son 
in the parable Jesus told in the New Testament, these 
boys are ashamed to return home because they think 
their time on the streets has made them “less than” or 
“dirty,” Kristen said. As they receive counseling and 
experience God’s love and kindness through the 
shelter’s staff, their confidence in who they are and 
their desire to reunite with their families increases 
daily. 

 
DAY TWO—NOVEMBER 30 

GOSPEL FILLS THE AIRWAVES 

Zagreb, Croatia, radio ministry  
 

After living in Croatia for more than 22 years, 
missionary Eric Maroney understands why some 
people describe life and ministry as difficult in this part 
of Europe. He has witnessed the reluctance of people 
to believe the truth of the gospel and has endured the 
skepticism toward evangelical churches. Only one 



 

Baptist church stands in western Zagreb—an area of 
250,000 people—where Eric’s team lives and works. 
 

As a church planter, Maroney, who serves with his wife, 
Julie, looks for new strategies to share the gospel. Giving 
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering supports his 
efforts. In 2014, when a Brazilian ministry partner pitched 
the idea of a radio ministry, Maroney saw it as a part of a 
larger strategy to spread the gospel and connect seekers 
with local congregations. 
 

“We approached the local radio station, Radio Martin, 
and they were willing to host us, despite the fact that the 
station is affiliated with the Catholic church,” explains 
Maroney. “The first contract was for two 15-minute 
programs Monday and Wednesday afternoons. Over the 
years, as we’ve developed a relationship with the station 
director, we’ve been able to negotiate for lower fees and 
have moved to a live 45-minute program on Wednesday 
and Friday evening recorded at the radio station.” 
 

Their ministry team now includes nine local partners who 
serve as speakers, translators and technical support. The 
group fills the airwaves twice a week with a sermon, 
spiritual songs, interviews with believers and questions 
from callers. Ratings reported from the radio station’s 
director show that more than 40,000 people listen to each 
broadcast. In a country with only 7,000 evangelicals in 
total, the number of listeners is significant. 
 

Maroney says he knows that not all listeners are intent on 
hearing the gospel when they tune in, but they are still 
opening themselves to a message of Truth. Maroney and 
his team trust that the “broad seed sowing” of the 
broadcasts touch people’s hearts and offer an alternative 
to those living without the hope of Christ. He says they 
have already seen a key impact of the radio ministry. 
 

“A year after we began broadcasting, a man visited the 
Dugo Selo [church] plant. After several months of visiting 
he invited us to start meeting on Tuesday evenings in an 

empty storefront that he owned in [another city]. Six 
months later he casually mentioned that the reason he 
had first visited the Dugo Selo church was that he had 
been listening to our radio broadcast from the beginning,” 
Maroney says. 
 

Though it takes Maroney 20-30 hours to prepare a radio 
sermon in Croatian, he is willing to put in the time to 
reach the multitudes. In addition to the broadcasts, 
Maroney and his partners work with the local church to 
distribute Christian literature, provide a monthly article 
for the town magazine and host evangelistic events and 
public concerts. They teach ESL classes and host summer 
camps. 
 

The gospel is reaching the airwaves and the streets of 
Croatia, thanks to the faithful giving of Southern Baptists. 

 
DAY THREE—DECEMBER 1 

MEDICAL MISSIONS LEADS TO CHURCH PLANTING 

Doug Derbyshire in Thailand  

Doug Derbyshire goes to many places in Thailand with no 
Christians and no churches, and it troubles him deeply. 
But the lack of a gospel witness in Baan Po troubled him 
the most. Derbyshire is a medical doctor with the 
International Mission Board who serves in Thailand with 
his wife, Cheryl. He’s doing what Jesus did: taking care of 
the sick and preaching the gospel. 
 

For the past six years, Derbyshire has faithfully and 
persistently visited Baan Po—trying every method and 
means for sharing the gospel. He’s brought medical teams 
from the U.S. to host mobile clinics. He’s tried every 
evangelism technique he knows. He’s knocked on doors, 
asking if people are interested in hearing the gospel. The 
message is either ignored, rejected or accepted initially 
and then abandoned. 
 

“Baan Po probably affects me, burdens me, more than the 
other places, because after all the times I’ve been there, 
the time I’ve invested in them, there’s still no church 
there. No one honors God. No one gives Him glory. No 



 

one praises Him. There’s no group of believers that gives 
Him glory,” Derbyshire said, closing his eyes and clasping 
his hands together in a praying position.  “I can’t let that 
rest. I just have to see God raise up a church in Baan Po.”  
 

Derbyshire decided to host another mobile medical team 
to take the gospel one more time to Baan Po.  God used 
that “one more time” to work in mighty ways. In January 
2020, Derbyshire, other IMB missionaries, Thai Christians 
and doctors from the U.S. traveled to Baan Po to host a 
mobile medical clinic. 
 

Derbyshire says after he and the other doctors meet with 
their patients, one of the Thai staff will sit down with the 
patient and say, “This is medicine for your body. Now let’s 
talk about what you need for your soul.” On the first day 
of the mobile clinic, three people committed their lives to 
Christ. Others indicated they wanted to hear more. It was 
a glorious day, Derbyshire says—there are now people 
praising the Lord in Baan Po. 
 

Derbyshire shares the gospel every day and is usually able 
to share with seven to eight people a day. He has to talk 
to 100, sometimes 200, people before finding someone 
who is interested. When teams come from the U.S., they 
see between 200 and 300 patients each day. Everyone 
who comes hears the gospel and people come to faith, 
one after another, in unprecedented numbers. 
 
“Volunteers, for us, are indispensable to what we do. I 
can’t do what I do without God’s people coming from 
America and helping me,” Derbyshire said. 

 
DAY FOUR—DECEMBER 2 

REACHING THE HARD-TO-REACH  
IN THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST 

The small group of men boards a single-engine Cessna. 
After a little more than a two-hour flight, they land on a 
small airstrip deep in the Amazon rainforest. From there 
they board a boat and settle in for the ride. Their 

destination, an isolated village of a tribe called the 
Akawa*, is still more than seven hours away. 
 

If this conjures memories of Humphrey Bogart and 
Katherine Hepburn battling mosquitoes and heat in the 
1951 film “The African Queen,” you wouldn’t be too far 
off. Four times a year a group of IMB missionaries and 
their local partners board a small plane, then a small boat 
that will take them to the Akawa, an unreached tribe the 
team began working among in 2018. 
 

Like many tribal people groups, the Akawa are animists 
who live in fear of the spirits that inhabit the world 
around them, said Joe Brewster, an IMB missionary who 
works with the small tribe.  “As animists, they tend to be 
pragmatic and go with what works as opposed to what 
may be right or wrong,” Brewster said. “They live far up 
an Amazonian tributary, just a step removed from the 
Stone Age.” 
 

The Akawa are oral learners. They have some exposure to 
the outside world, but very little understanding of it, 
Brewster said. The Joshua Project, a research initiative 
that highlights unreached people groups, numbers the 
Akawa at about 400 people in Peru. 
 

Edwin Blanco* is a church planter who lives in the Amazon 
basin. As the administrator of an indigenous mission 
organization, he has a burden to reach the Akawa with the 
good news of Jesus. He and Brewster have been friends 
for more than 10 years. The men, along with their 
respective teams, are partnering together to reach 
isolated tribes like the Akawa. 
 

Blanco understands the importance of the gospel; it 
transformed his family. In the 1950s missionaries 
contacted Blanco’s tribe, and his grandfather chose to 
follow Jesus. Today, the church on Blanco’s river is firmly 
established, and the gospel has taken root among his 
people. 
 

Blanco doesn’t want to limit the gospel to himself and his 
tribe. But he faces a problem. The organization he runs 
was founded with foreign funds and is dependent on ever
-decreasing donations. He wants to focus on evangelism 
and church planting, but he and his co-laborers must feed 
their families. 
 

Blanco reached out to his friend Joe. Through hours of 
conversation, Brewster’s team helped Blanco and his 
team expand their vision for missions in a way that did not 
depend on foreign funds. 
 

With help from the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and 
other donations, the team has constructed nine working 
fishponds, with a goal to build up to 15 ponds. To date, 
the group has sold nearly 10,000 pounds of fish, Brewster 
said. 



 

Brewster believes God will use tribal believers like Blanco 
to reach the lost in the Amazon. The team is already 
seeing gospel fruit among the Akawa. In the past two 
years, a number of people have come to faith in Jesus, 
been baptized and are meeting together regularly for 
discipleship. 
 

“I am hesitant to call them a church; they rely heavily on 
outside discipleship and don’t yet have a strong local 
leader,” Brewster said. “But they are close. … We pray 
Edwin’s organization will (continue to) play a key role in 
getting the gospel to the places where it has not been 
preached.” 
 

“Fulfilling the Great Commission is difficult work, much 
like carrying a heavy log out of the jungle,” Blanco said. 
“One man may be able to do it, but if we work together 
and help each other, the work is much easier!” 
 

*Names changed for security. 

 
DAY FIVE—DECEMBER 3 

REMEMBERING LIVES GIVEN 

Throughout its 175-year history, Southern Baptists have 
maintained an uninterrupted witness among the nations, 
in spite of famine, war and civil unrest. This commitment 
has not come without sacrifice. 
 

Approximately 60 missionaries and children have died due 
to violent circumstances while serving with the 
International Mission Board (formerly the Foreign Mission 
Board) since the organization’s founding in 1845. The 
causes include accidents such as drowning, automobile 
and aircraft crashes, and ships lost at sea. They also 
include deaths as a result of war and criminal or terrorist 
acts. In some cases, the missionaries were targeted 
specifically because of their faith or missionary service. 
 

Of those 60, more than 20 FMB/IMB missionaries lost 
their lives “as a result of human hostility in a cross-
cultural setting,” said Scott Peterson of IMB’s global 
research team. 
 

The first was J. Landrum Holmes who served in China. 
Holmes and his wife, Sallie, were appointed by the Foreign 
Mission Board in 1858 and arrived in China in 1859. Less 
than three years later, Taiping rebels murdered Holmes 
and Episcopal missionary Henry M. Parker. Although 
family members encouraged Sallie Holmes to return to 
the U.S., the young mother chose to stay in China with her 
newborn son, Peterson wrote in a 2017 article. 
 

Writing home, Sallie said at the time, “I think I might 
probably be instrumental in the conversion of more 
persons at home than here, but if I went home for that 
and other missionaries acted upon the same principle I 
doubt if there would be a missionary left in China.” 
 

Sallie Holmes went on to mentor one of IMB’s most 
famous missionaries, Charlotte Digges “Lottie” Moon, for 
whom IMB’s annual missions offering is named. Lottie 
Moon also died while in active service aboard a ship 
docked in Kobe Harbor, Japan, on December 24, 1912. 
 

The sacrifice of those who died while serving cross-
culturally — regardless of the means or cause of death — 
is no less significant than those who were targeted 
specifically for their faith. “We memorialize all of our 
personnel who die in active service regardless of the 
cause of death.,” Peterson said. “Each of those is a 
sacrifice because of a life lived in obedience to Christ.” 

 
DAY SIX—DECEMBER 4 

BRINGING THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL TO ITALY 

Worthy Family 

The Worthy family recognizes the importance of investing 
in relationships in the Italian culture. For more than 17 
years, Charlie and Shannon Worthy have invested their 
lives and ministry in Italy as IMB missionaries. 
 

They describe the spiritual climate of Italy as ambivalent. 
Italians are warm, loving and open people; however, they 
don’t know they need a Savior. By immersing themselves 
fully in Italian culture, the Worthy family has made 
connections on a deep, personal level. As they live life as 
an American-Italian family in Italy, the Worthys are 
pushing back the darkness and bringing the hope of the 



 

gospel to those who don’t yet know Jesus. 
 

As church planters, the Worthys’ work bridges the two 
worlds of local Italian pastors and U.S. churches. Working 
alongside local and U.S. partners, they leverage their roles 
to make strategic connections that bring the gospel to 
areas of Italy with little to no evangelical witness. 
Whether leading a group of students, a group of Baptist 
state convention executives or a church group, they 
strategically place these partnering groups in areas of Italy 
where the church does not exist. These partners engage 
with the people of Italy and create relationships that 
impact the kingdom for eternity. 
 

Additionally, finding opportunities for volunteers to serve 
through their local partners is key in developing long-term 
partnerships both locally and globally. Charlie explained 
that they have seen much fruit over the years through 
these partnerships. 
 

“Partnering alongside nationals is the bedrock of our 
ministry here,” said Charlie. “Coming alongside these 
fellow laborers will get the gospel to those who need to 
hear it faster than if we went at it alone.” 
 

“These local believers are the ones who will be here long 
after we're gone. The Lord has called us to be a guest in 
their home. Partnering with them will always be the best 
method to plant churches and disciple believers.” 
 

Ultimately, because of Charlie and Shannon’s connection 
to Southern Baptists in the U.S. and because of their deep 
understanding of Italian culture, they are able to 
understand how to best utilize both partnerships in 
advancing the gospel. They are essential to the ministry of 
the Worthy family in Italy. 
 

“The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is critical to what we 
do,” said Charlie. “The offering supports us so we can 
focus on the local work here in Italy and not have to be 
encumbered with consistently raising funds back in the 
United States. The LMCO allows us to have a house to live 
in, a car to drive, and our healthcare provided so that we 
can concentrate on the ministry and our local partners.” 

 
DAY SEVEN—DECEMBER 5 

COMMITTING TO REACHING THE UNREACHED 

South Asia 
 

Twenty years is a long time. That’s how long it took to 
establish a gospel presence among a Muslim unreached 
people group of 10 million in South Asia. 
 
Ministry among the people group stalled for a number of 
reasons. IMB workers attempted to move to the region 
but were unsuccessful. Other families moved to the area, 
but they too had to leave for various reasons. 

 

After years of setbacks, Luciano and Sofia Serrano*, a 
Christian couple from Brazil, moved to the region. The 
Serranos are partnering with Ralph and Lovie Adair*, IMB 
workers who live in a neighboring region. 
Shortly after the Serranos’ arrival, Sofia and a local 
Christian led several women to the Lord and are discipling 
them. 
 

The region where the people groups live is known for its 
large Christian population. Despite the presence of Christ-
followers in the area, many Christians are afraid to share 
the gospel with Muslims. Many have doubts about 
whether Muslims will choose to follow Christ because 
they have historically been resistant to the gospel. 
 

Ministry efforts seek to embolden and equip local 
Christians to share the gospel with their Muslim 
neighbors. The Adairs and the Serranos diligently look for 
Christians who speak the same language as the people 
group and who are willing to learn how to effectively 
share the gospel with Muslims. During ministry training 
events, the couples model evangelism and one-on-one 
discipleship. Participants have a chance to put into 
practice what they learn by going out into the community 
to share. 
 

“Make no mistake, the Spirit of Christ has always left 
Himself a witness among the [people group], even if we 
haven't seen it. But the time has come, and is coming 
when bold national partners rise up,” Ralph said. 
 

Saalim* is a national partner who has risen to the 
challenge. Saalim is from the people group. He became a 
Christian 10 years ago but he recently made the 
commitment to be intentional in sharing his faith. Ralph, 
Luciano and Saalim share the gospel in neighborhoods, 
and Saalim faithfully follows up with the men and women 
they meet. 
 
The Adairs believe serving alongside the body of Christ is 
crucial to reaching the people group. 
Pastors and volunteers from two churches in the U.S. have 



 

traveled to South Asia to learn how their churches can 
partner with the Adairs. Ralph and Lovie pray more 
churches will join them both in prayer and by coming on 
short-term trips to sow seeds of the gospel that lead to 
the establishment of churches. 
 

“Churches and pastors don't have to have international 
missions all figured out,” Ralph said. “They just need to be 
willing to follow Christ and serve; they can learn and grow 
in the details of the task as they move forward in trust.” 
 

The Adairs’ desire is for the next 20 years to be a 
revolutionary and transformational chapter in the history 
of the gospel work among this people group. 
 

*Names changed for security. 

 
DAY EIGHT—DECEMBER 6 

TOGETHER 

Thank you to Southern Baptists 

Every day is appropriate to say “thank you” to Southern 
Baptists who give generously so that the gospel spreads 
to all nations. In this season of giving — the Lottie Moon 
season in many churches — showing appreciation seems 
especially meaningful. This year missionaries have met 
unique challenges, as you also have, from the global 
pandemic caused by the spread of COVID-19. Even as the 
world continues to find a new normal, our missionaries 
want to say a special word of thanks to you for 
remembering them, for praying concertedly, for giving 
sacrificially. 
 
In March 2020, IMB missionary Reid Karr’s church was 
unable to meet as the Italian government had already 
restricted gatherings. A baptism planned at Karr’s church 
took place in a bathtub and was shown online to the 
rejoicing church. Because of your giving, Karr and his 
family have been able to stay in Rome and continue 
ministry. 
 

“I would like to take this occasion to thank our many 
faithful Southern Baptists who continue to give faithfully 
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering,” says Karr. “You 
will never know the full extent to which your generosity 
is having on the kingdom of God in many places around 
the world. It is times like these that remind us of the 
importance of what Southern Baptists are doing around 
the world as they work alongside their partners and the 
local church to see the gospel spread and transform 
hearts and lives.” 
 
In the midst of a citywide shutdown, David and Sarah 
McNeill looked for new opportunities to spread the hope 
of Christ in their apartment building. Their children wrote 
notes with Bible verses to neighbors, leaving colorful 
pictures and small treats at every door. 
 
“We cannot adequately express our thankfulness for the 
support we receive through the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering,” say the McNeills. “Because of the sacrifice and 
generous giving of Southern Baptists, our family has 
received all we need to serve as missionaries in Bogota, 
Colombia. This year, because of your generosity, we were 
able to build relationships with national partners, share 
the gospel, teach the Bible and even begin a new 
church!” 
 
From Japan, missionaries Daniel and Tara Rice add their 
thanks. This has been a challenging year for them as they 
were leading the IMB’s 2020 Olympic ministries. 
 
“We are deeply grateful for your prayer and financial 
support of the IMB and our ministry efforts. As you 
undoubtedly have heard, the Tokyo Olympics have been 
postponed until summer 2021 due to the current global 
health crisis. We see this postponement as a blessing and 
an opportunity given to us by the Lord, not only to 
minister to our neighbors in this unique time in history 
but also to fine-tune our ministry plans and to steward 
even more wisely the generous gifts we have received. 
Thank you for your continued prayer and support as we 
utilize this special opportunity to reach Japanese 
unbelievers and to encourage Japanese believers!” 

 
TO GIVE TO THIS OFFERING, label your gift 

“Lottie Moon” and drop it in the offering.  Special 
envelopes are also available beside the offering plates.  
Your generosity sends and sustains missionaries, takes 
the gospel to the unreached, trains nationals to multiply 
disciples, and meets tangible needs.  THANK YOU FOR 
GIVING! 


