7539 Old Bent Mountain Road
Roanoke, VA 24018

“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says
the LORD, “and my ways are far beyond anything
you could imagine.”
—Isaiah 55:8
Given all that has happened over the past seven months, this
passage of scripture makes more sense than anything I have
heard or read in a long time! Quarantines, distancing, masks,
riots, disagreements, virtual schools— what is going on? It
seems to me the answer is two-fold: God reaching out, Satan
lying and taking advantage.
God is constantly reaching out to the lost and to Christians in
order to bring His peace in our lives! Satan, on the other
hand, is using lies to deceive and convince the lost and
Christians alike that sin is perfectly acceptable.
What can we do? How are we to react to all this? The
downtime and quarantine should give us all cause to dig
deeper into God’s Word and discover for ourselves the plan
of God. We must strive to see and experience God’s calling
in our lives. The downtime should convince us that our
personal time of prayer needs to increase in our homes and
draw us to a closer relationship with Christ!
Next, we need to worship! It is so easy to become
complacent and too relaxed so as to forget that worship is to
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Beginning September 6, we will have one
worship service at 9:00 a.m. Join us in the
sanctuary or the fellowship hall, or listen from
the parking lot on 102.9 FM.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School will resume September 6. We
plan to have two classes to start. Stay tuned for
more details!
New Sunday School books for the fall quarter
are available in the church office.

BIBLE STUDY
Our Wednesday night/Thursday morning Bible
study will resume September 2 and 3. Join
Pastor Don in the fellowship hall Wednesday
nights at 6:30 or Thursday mornings at 10:00.
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bring God glory and not be so comfortable that
worship is about us. Services are changing and
adapting to regulations and if you are reading
this, we are examining ways to return to our
normal worship sessions. Remember, glorifying
God is why we come together (Hebrews 10:25).
Pray! We need to be in serious prayer, our
greatest weapon not our last resort. Pray for
everything including each other, our country, our
leadership, and the upcoming election!
The past few weeks have been different for me
personally. Early in the morning I begin with
prayer, devotions, then more prayer. This is
taking me anywhere from an hour to 3 hours. I
realize not everyone can do that but God gets me
up early and gets me going. We need to be
praying.

Dig deeper:
I’ve heard it said we will never fully understand
God until we get to Heaven. Personally, I doubt
we will completely understand then and more
importantly, we won’t care. We will be out of
this world and in the presence of our Savior
enjoying all that he has prepared for us (John
14:3). It is imperative we dig into the Bible so we
will not be fooled by Satan’s lies. We must teach
our children and grandchildren Biblical standards
and even get a deeper understanding ourselves
into the TRUTH of God’s Word. The lies Satan
spreads are divisive. Don’t be fooled, Satan
knows the Bible and can make sin sound like
scriptural truth. Society is buying into this
concept and Christians need to reject it. We all
need to be the light of God’s truth! Dig deeper
and share it.
“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,”
says the LORD, “and my ways are far beyond
anything you could imagine!”
Let our desire be to get closer to God’s ways.
—Pastor Don

Greetings,
It seems so long since we have met for Sunday School. On
August 30, I would like to have meetings after the 9 a.m.
and 11 a.m. worship services with the Sunday School
teachers for all ages. That way we can talk for a few
minutes of our strategy for Sunday School and get that
nailed down. We will discuss meeting space, protocol,
nursery, children's classes, etc. The intent for the Sunday
School on Sunday, September 6 is to have 2 classes only
that day, one in the sanctuary and one in the fellowship
hall. I am so excited that we will be able to be back
together as small groups for Sunday School, and if you have
not been attending Sunday School, what a great time to
start, everyone of all ages is welcome!
I hope you have been reading your lesson. I have not been
perfect, but the study in Proverbs has been so good for the
time we live in, packed with knowledge and wisdom.
My youth leader when I was about 12 years old did a verseby-verse study of Proverbs. It was so impactful for a young
man. Later in life when we moved to West Virginia, our
Sunday School teacher did a verse-by-verse study of
Proverbs, still impactful for a man with young children at
the time. Today, still the same, so relevant to my life is the
study of Proverbs. If you have not read the lessons, I would
highly recommend going back and reading and absorbing
those precious words.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; and
the KNOWLEDGE of the holy is understanding. For by
me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy
life shall be increased.
—Proverbs 9:10-11
I emphasized knowledge, as we gain it from reading the
scripture, and Proverbs is packed full of knowledge.
I hope to see you in Sunday School soon enough, but until
then, do not stop studying and gaining knowledge of the
Lord.
Have a great day,
—Steve Milby

situations and bewildering nonsense—but as
Solomon reminds us in Ecclesiastes:
That which has been is what will be,
That which is done is what will be done,
And there is nothing new under the sun.

There is an everlasting kindness
You lavished on us
when the Radiance of heaven
came to rescue the lost;
You called the sheep without a shepherd
to leave their distress
for Your streams of forgiveness
and the shade of Your rest.
What boundless love,
what fathomless grace
You have shown us,
O God of compassion!
Each day we live
an offering of praise
as we show to the world
Your compassion.

Is there anything of which it may be said,
“See, this is new”?
It has already been
in ancient times before us.
—Ecclesiastes 1:9-10
Pandemics are not new. Quarantine is not new—
look at all the instructions God gave the Israelites
in the Old Testament concerning disease. And
disagreements over how to handle disasters are
not new.
Injustice is not new and it’s not going
anywhere. It’s not going to be solved by human
means. People will always take advantage of their
power over other people when they have the
ability to do so.
Anger and senseless violence are nothing new—
Cain got humans off to a great start on that one.
We like to believe that as humans we’re evolving
into a better, more enlightened society...and then
we’re baffled when that’s not the case. Our
solutions fail us. Our bickering goes nowhere.
Utopia is as far away as ever.
We’re seeking human answers to eternal
problems.

COMPASSION HYMN: WORDS AND MUSIC BY KEITH & KRISTYN GETTY & STUART
TOWNEND. ©2008 THANKYOU MUSIC.

SHEEP WITHOUT A SHEPHERD
But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and
scattered, like sheep without a shepherd.
—Matthew 9:36
Sheep without a shepherd—is there a better way to sum up
2020? We’re absolutely weary and scattered. We’re
surrounded by fear and confusion, anger and strife, problem
upon problem upon problem.

But that’s not just 2020. These things were the case in Jesus’
time on earth, and before that, and after that. 2020 has been
a ridiculous year, yes—a perfect storm of threatening

We’re desperately seeking happiness and justice
and hope and meaning from our own human
ideas.
And Jesus said, “Whoever drinks of this water will
thirst again.”

GRASPING FOR THE WIND
Look what happens when we sheep try to be in
charge of ourselves. We’re convinced that if we
put new humans in power—or keep the same old
humans in power—they can solve our problems
for us.
We’re somehow sure that we can eventually bring
justice to all if everyone uses the right language—
if we could ever agree what that is.
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We’ve decided that we can bring about peace by
removing the peacemakers.

Without understanding our identity as God’s special
creation, made in His image, we flounder, trying to make
up new identities for ourselves rooted in sin and human
foolishness.
We’re determined that by insisting that sin is acceptable,
we can make sin acceptable. And yes, we’ve convinced
ourselves, so much so that we celebrate the sin...but the
Shepherd’s words have not changed.
There is nothing new under the sun. Today’s problems
are the same age-old problems that formed that day in
Eden when Adam and Eve ate of the fruit because they
wanted to be like God. They, the sheep, wanted to take
the place of the Shepherd.
The world is flailing. As usual. As it always has.
The sheep need a shepherd.

LIVING HOPE
We, the church—the called-out ones—are the sheep
with a Shepherd. Peter writes in 1 Peter 2:25: For you
were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
We know our Shepherd is in control in the midst of
calamity. We don’t have to fear death because we have
been born again to living hope (1 Peter 1:3). We know
that before the mountains were brought forth, or ever He
had formed the earth and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting, He is God (Psalm 90:2).
And when it comes to responding and relating to our
fellow sheep, both those inside and outside the fold, we
have the example of the Good Shepherd Himself. How
did Jesus respond to the sheep without a shepherd? He
was moved with compassion for them.
He fed the hungry and healed the sick. He ate with
“sinners.” He protected the vulnerable.
He said, “Let the little children come unto me, and do
not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
He said, “Love your enemies. Bless those who curse you.
Forgive seventy times seven.” He said, “He who is
without sin among you, let him throw the first stone.”
And with compassion for the hurting,
You reached out Your hand
As the lame ran to meet You
And the dead breathed again;
You saw behind the eyes of sorrow

And shared in our tears,
Heard the sigh of the weary,
Let the children draw near.
But beyond meeting physical needs and addressing
earthly concerns, Jesus gave us what we truly need:
living water. Bread of life. In Mark’s account:
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, He had
compassion on them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd. So He began to teach them
many things.
—Mark 6:34
He taught us to lay up treasure in heaven, not in things
of earth where moth and rust will destroy. He taught,
“Seek first the kingdom of God, and all these things will
be added to you.” Worldly wisdom, human pursuits,
and material things will all fail us. We need the living
water.
“The water I shall give you,” Jesus promised, “will
become in you a fountain of water springing up into
everlasting life.” He taught us, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No man comes to the Father except
by Me.”
He said, “Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in Me.”
And above all else, Jesus showed the ultimate act of a
loving shepherd: the Good Shepherd lays down His life
for the sheep.
We stood beneath the cross of Calvary
And gazed on Your face,
At the thorns of oppression
And the wounds of disgrace;
For surely You have borne our suffering
And carried our grief
As You pardoned the scoffer
And showed grace to the thief.
How do we respond to this year? We follow the
Shepherd and trust in His care. We seek His kingdom.
And we share His compassion, His mercy, His healing,
as He first shared them with us.
How beautiful the feet that carry
This gospel of peace
To the fields of injustice
And the valleys of need,
To be a voice of hope and healing,
To answer the cries
Of the hungry and helpless
With the mercy of Christ.
—Anna Ruth

...for your unfailing joy, for sharing your
gifts as we worship together in new ways,
for many many rehearsals at odd hours,
for practicing on your own,

and for staggering coming in early
every Sunday morning!
(Special thanks to Darrell for his
heroic coffee runs.)

some of whom I haven’t seen in
months...I miss you! I look
forward to the time when we can
be back together again. Keep
singing, keep playing, keep
praising the Lord!

Remember when we used to squish this many people together?

Pick up a box
from the foyer
outside the
church office.
Decide if your box
will be for a boy or girl,
age 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14.

Select a quality “wow”
toy such as a doll,
soccer ball
with pump,
or stuffed
animal.

Most importantly,
pray for the child
who will receive
your gift. Include
a personal note
and photo.

A donation of $9 is critical
to cover shipping and other
project costs. Please make
your check payable to

Haran Baptist Church.

Fill with other fun toys,
hygiene items, and school
supplies.
Put your check inside your box,
label your box with gender and
age, and bring it to the church
by Sunday, November 1.

IT’S TIME FOR
OPERATION
CHRISTMAS
CHILD!
FROM SAMARITAN’S PURSE:
The COVID-19 global pandemic has
disrupted everyday life for millions of
people around the world. Yet, Samaritan’s
Purse continues to share the eternal hope
of the Gospel and to serve in Jesus’ name.
Following local guidelines in each receiving
country, we are carefully working with
local volunteer teams to share shoebox
gifts and The Greatest Journey discipleship
program with children who need to know
that God has not forgotten them.
We want boys and girls around the world
to know that God loves them during this
time of fear and uncertainty. Children
need great joy now more than ever! Most
of all, they need the hope found only in
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Will you partner with us to share that
glorious hope with boys and girls around
the world—many of whom have never
heard the name of Jesus?
Every gift-filled shoebox is a powerful tool
for evangelism and discipleship—
transforming the lives of children and their
families around the world. Come pick up a
box, fill it with gifts, and be a part of
spreading Good News, Great Joy!

PLEASE NOTE...


No liquids, no toothpaste, no candy
or food, and no breakable items.



Please make your check out to
Haran Baptist Church (NOT to
Samaritan’s Purse). We can then pay
for all the boxes at once before we
deliver them.



Please put your check inside your
box. If you’re packing multiple boxes,
you can write one check for all of
them and leave it inside one of your
boxes.

A person’s heart plans his way,
but the Lord determines his steps.
—Proverbs 16:9
This has been a very unusual season, but we know
that God is in control of our seasons. Even good plans
can only be established by our sovereign Lord.
We may have had to sideline some of our projects, but
we will continue them later. A good number of people
signed up to bring items for our “Blessing Bags” and
have already brought them to the church. There is a
basket outside the church office for these items. We
will continue to collect the items, but we will have to
wait on filling the bags when we know we can get
back into the church and assemble the bags as a
group. If we must delay it for the winter months, we
can bring in some winter items to place in the bags.
Example: gloves, socks, hats, hot hands, toe warmers,
scarf, etc.
Operation Christmas Child is still on. Martha has half
the items to fill 20 boxes for WOM. We can always use
more items to complete these boxes, so if you can
help please bring items to the bin outside the church
office. We also have boxes for individual church
members to fill a box or two or three! The boxes will
be outside the office. For more information and
deadlines see the article in this newsletter on
Operation Christmas Child.
Everyone please stay safe and take care. We will get
through this together!
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation,
be constant in prayer.
—Romans 12:12
—Mary Etta Summerville










Band-aids
Socks
Wet Ones packages
Mini tissue packs
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Wash cloths
Combs

 Lotion & shampoo







(small bottles)
Chapstick
Gum
Crackers (peanut
butter, cheese)
Small flashlights
Sunscreen (small
bottles)

to John Milby on his
graduation from Cave
Spring High School!
John is attending Old
Dominion University
this fall.

We also congratulate Karen Byerly, who graduated
from Bluefield College this summer and is now
pursuing her Master’s degree.

SNACK BUDDIES
We are again collecting
snack foods for the
Snack Buddies
program at Back
Creek, which
provides a snack during
the school day for children
who are unable to bring
their own. Suggested items
are Goldfish, Cheez-its, and animal
crackers (no peanut products, please).
We emphasize Snack Buddies on the first
Sunday of the month, but you can bring
items by the church any time. We have a
bin in the foyer outside the church office
for collecting snacks.

...our drive-in worship services began on Easter Sunday...

...we rescued the church basement
from rising floodwaters...

...we delivered a carload of food and school
supplies to Friendship House, a mission
center on Elm Avenue in Roanoke...

…(we were overly optimistic)...

...and we provided breakfast for the Back Creek Elementary teachers on
August 9 and held our annual Prayer Walk at the school on August 23.

The church library is under construction!
Thanks to a generous gift from the estate
of Audra Poage, we are renovating and
re-equipping the library to better serve
our church family.

Hundreds of books

Emptied shelves

Stop by soon when we reopen
with our new look! We offer a
wide assortment of fiction and
non-fiction books, Bible
studies, children’s books, and
DVDs for the whole family.

Waiting for paint

All this was in there?!

THANK YOU
Thank you all so much for the plant,
prayers, texts, calls and all your kind
gestures during the most difficult time
of our lives. We are so blessed to be a
part of this church family. We
especially appreciate the dinner
provided after the funeral. Your love
and prayers carried us through.
With love,
The Blevins family

AND ANNIVERSARIES

SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

Dear Haran Baptist Church,
Thank you all for thinking of our family
during this difficult time. Your cards
and the beautiful peace lily were
greatly appreciated.
Love,
Michael, Tiffany, Zane,
and Grace Edmonds

2
3
8

Shelley James
Darrell Robinson
Olivia Hartman

4

Gene & Martha Knighton

John Milby

ANNIVERSARIES

I want to thank each and every one of
you for all your prayers, cards and calls
during my time I’ve been laid up with
my knee and the surgery and recovery.
I appreciate all of you and all you have
done for me during this time. Love to
all.

Thank you,
Betty Moran

25 David & Pat Howington

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS

God bless you all,
The Avery family

19 David Robbins
22 Mary Ellen Hale
27 Donald Wray

ANNIVERSARIES

Thank you so much for the card I
received. I’ve been blessed to call
Haran Baptist my church and to be
able to have the church family that I
have.

Thank you so very much for all of the
prayers for Larry’s mother. Our family
appreciates the love and
thoughtfulness shown by our Haran
family.

8 Chris Stoots
16 Donald Carter
Matthew Carter
18 Paula Newbill

11 Tabius Yaunsem
13 Sam Byerly
Pat Howington

13 Jamie Wray
18 Madylen Valley
21 Dana Ferguson
Lynn Winfree

7 Doug & Linda Johnson
17 Wayne & Pat Altis

25
26
27
30

Marilyn Milby
Kelly Conner
Joe Martin
Sarah Francis

20 Michael & Tiffany Edmonds
25 Dewey & Mary Ellen Hale

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
4
5
7
8

Allie Avery
Joyce Van Dellen
Steve Milby
Aubrey Stoots
Irelynn Yaunsem

9
11
18
21

Betty Moran
Kylie Ferguson
Steven Conner
Lisa Scott
Aaron Valley
22 Wayne Altis

26 Haley Mitchell
29 Steve Smith
Pat Taylor
30 Sandra Sloan

ANNIVERSARIES
2

Floyd & Nancy Agee

16 David & Charlotte Crouch

Are we missing a birthday or anniversary? Email the church office at
haranbaptist@gmail.com and let us know.

ALMA HUNT
(1909-2008)
The annual offering for
Virginia missions is named
for Alma Hunt, a native
Virginian who was known
worldwide for her missions
service and her unswerving dedication to the cause of Christ.
Through the love of her family, friends, teachers and pastors,
this energetic, outgoing child, who loved Jesus and
people, developed into a leader, encourager and woman
passionate about missions and ministry.
Alma Hunt taught school, served as a principal, and was Dean of
Women at a Missouri college before serving 26 years as
executive secretary of the Women’s Missionary Union.
Miss Alma believed in the power of prayer to change the world
and the course of mission history and so she voiced this prayer:
“O God, may these women created in your own image, gifted
with potential by You, chosen to give to this generation a
faithful accounting of Your will, be able to contribute mightily.
May they move churches to see farther and to reach higher than
those who have gone before us were able to do. Oh, God, help
these women to give of their very best. Help them to lean
heavily on You, that the years ahead may be full of Your glory.
Amen.”

2020 OFFERING ALLOCATIONS
The Alma Hunt Offering for Virginia Missions will
look different in the coming year, reflecting the
changing world in which we live as we face the
challenges of a global pandemic.
This annual state missions offering is a joint
venture of Women’s Missionary Union of Virginia
(WMUV) and the Baptist General Association of
Virginia (BGAV).
As always, this critical offering seeks to meet real
needs of real people by funding ministries in a
variety of specific areas. For the rest of 2020 and
looking toward 2021, the allocations of this
offering are being redirected in a way that will
allow us to focus on human needs arising from
the COVID-19 crisis.
In 2020, the offering will be distributed as
follows:
 70% of funds to WMUV-directed projects
 30% of funds to BGAV-directed projects
 All projects have a direct correlation to
COVID-19 relief efforts.
continued on p. 13

WMUV-DIRECTED PROJECT ALLOCATIONS


Providing online and on-site training in various
areas related to mental health and domestic
violence. This will include providing information
and referral resources for individuals and
congregations.
 Providing grants to help continue the
development of a missions lifestyle. Funds will be
awarded to support women’s and children’s
outreach ministries with a hands-on involvement
component that meet human needs at home or
around the world.
 Providing partial or full-summer camping
scholarships to church families that cannot afford
to send their children to summer camp due to
the financial difficulties caused by COVID-19.

BGAV-DIRECTED PROJECT ALLOCATIONS


Providing financial relief to church planters who
have lost income from their churches or from
their non-church jobs that typically supply the
majority of their income.
 Providing funds to BGAV churches that have
ongoing childcare centers in order to provide
scholarships to parents who must work but find
themselves unable to pay for childcare.
 Providing funds to churches to assist them with
offering WiFi hotspots so that students may
participate in school online.
 Providing financial resources to partners around
the world responding to COVID-19 among the
most vulnerable people groups through our
relationship with the Baptist Forum for Aid and
Development.

Allocations may include other needs as they arise
related to COVID-19 relief efforts.
We invite you to give to the Alma Hunt Offering —
joining your gifts with those of many other Virginia
Baptists as we work to share the love of Christ across
the Commonwealth of Virginia and with the whole
world.
To give to this offering, mark your donation for the
Alma Hunt Offering and drop it in the offering plate.

THANK YOU FOR GIVING!

ABOUT OUR
MISSION OFFERINGS
Each year we receive four special offerings which
support local, state, national, and international
missions.


Annie Armstrong Offering for North
American Missions (Easter)



Annie Mae Broyles Offering for Roanoke
Valley Missions (June)



Alma Hunt Offering for Virginia Missions
(September)



Lottie Moon Offering for International
Missions (Christmas)

Through quarterly gifts included in the annual
church budget, we also support:


The Southern Baptist Cooperative Program



Roanoke Valley Baptist Association



Friendship House and Keystone
Community Center (formerly called the
Baptist mission centers)

WHAT’S TO COME
©Bobby Lee Craghead, December 30, 2018

What’s to come in life
No one can foretell.
We now hope and pray
Everything goes well.
Whether we are poor
Or if we gain wealth,
Whether there’s illness
Or we have good health,
We must take what comes
Onto our pathway
And live our life as
It comes day by day.
What does the future
Have for us in store?
We don’t know until
It knocks on our door.

CHURCH LOGO SHIRTS
EMAIL ANNA RUTH TO ORDER!
Email your style, size, and color to Anna Ruth at
haranbaptist@gmail.com by Sunday, September 6.
Sometimes colors are sold out in some sizes; if that’s
the case I’ll contact you to see if you’d like something
different. Once I place our order it will take about
three weeks for the shirts to arrive. You can pay when
you pick yours up.

MEN’S CLASSIC ULTRA COTTON TEE—$8.50
COLOR:

Orange

Royal

Red

Navy

Black

Charcoal

Forest
Green

Light
Blue

Maroon

Lime
Green

White

Sapphire

SIZE:
2XL and 3XL
add $2.00
4XL and 5XL
add $4.50

WOMEN’S CLASSIC ULTRA COTTON TEE—$8.50
COLOR:

Light
Blue

Heather
Gray

Heliconia
Pink

Daisy

SIZE:

2XL add $2.00
3XL also available—add $3.00

Red

Purple

Navy

Black

Pink

Royal

White

MEN’S PERFORMANCE POLO—$14.50
COLOR:

Maroon

Graphite

Pacific
Blue

Red

Royal

Navy

Black

White

SIZE:

2XL add $2.00
3XL add $3.00

WOMEN’S PERFORMANCE POLO—$17.50
COLOR:

Graphite

Neon
Green

Charity
Pink

Pacific
Blue

Maroon

Red

Navy

Black

Royal

White

SIZE:

2XL add $2.00
3XL and 4XL add $3.00

WOMEN’S HEIRLOOM CREW TEE—$13.00
COLOR:

Smoke

Nautical
Red

Vintage
Royal

Vintage
Pink

SIZE:

2XL also available—add $2.00

Vintage
Navy

Vintage
Black

Navy

Charcoal

Silver

White

