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Fah-who foraze, Dah-who doraze!  

Welcome New Year, come this way! 
(From How the Grinch Stole Christmas, w/ slight adaptation) 

 

The new year, what will it mean to you?  Lose 

weight, exercise more, study more?  Here are 

some things I bet you have (or will) tried: 
 

1. I promise to buy a brand-new scale, because 

my mind keeps reading the same old numbers. 

2. I will play more computer games.  Studies have 

shown that they improve visual skills, reflexes 

and dexterity. 

3. I’m gonna go on a diet and exercise every day. 

I will definitely lose weight this… oh wait, is 

that cake? 

4. I will eat more fruit… snacks! 

5. I will use my treadmill for something other 

than hanging my jacket. 

6. My New Year’s resolve is to make better bad 

decisions. 

7. Stop drinking orange juice after I've just 

brushed my teeth. 

8. Spend less than $1,825 on coffee at Starbucks 

this year. Wonder who said that??? 

9. Gain enough weight to get on “The Biggest 

Loser.” 

Finally, for all who have actually taken this 

challenge: Stop licking frozen flagpoles. 
 

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 

things have come.                    

—2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

Facing a new year and all of its challenges can 

often be difficult and worrisome.  Everyone wants 

the next year to be better than the last.  It is a 

worthy cause, seeking to change and improve our 

lives, health and even attitudes.  But are we 

looking to change what really needs changing? 

Maybe it’s time we put anxiety, frustration and 

maybe even resolutions aside and remember 2 

Corinthians 5:17.  When Jesus Christ is in your life, 

you are already new!  The improvements we make 

need to be about our relationship with the one 

who gave us life. 
 

My grandparents lived through the Great 

Depression, thus my Father and Uncle were sent 

to relatives out of town to be raised.  Grandmama 

and Granddaddy wanted Daddy and Uncle Donald 

to have more than they could give them.  When I 
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was a child, I heard my Dad say that he 

wanted me to have more than he did 

when he was a child. I said the same thing 

about my children.  My Dad worked long 

hours and occasionally took on a second 

job.  Even though I had a lot of the things I 

ever wanted, my greatest gift was 

spending time with Mom and Dad.  I didn’t 

think so then but as I reflect back, I realize 

our relationship was stronger the more we 

were together.  Our family grew closer 

because we actually got to know each 

other better.  Yes, that can sometimes be 

difficult and you may know more than you 

want, however, that knowledge brought 

us closer. 
 

Lamentations 3:22-23 reminds us: The 

Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never 

cease, for His compassions never fail. They 

are new every morning; great is Your 

faithfulness. 
 

Every day we live God brings His 

lovingkindness to us fresh and new!  He 

never makes a resolution because His love 

is unconditional and new each day.  Our 

parents wanted our life to be better than 

theirs.  God wants our life to be better 

each day!  How is that done? 
 

We resolve to grow closer to Christ thus 

improving our relationship.  Just like 

families, getting closer to Him strengthens 

our bond, helps us grow together and 

helps us want the things that God wants. 
 

Psalm 37:4 says Delight yourself in the 

Lord; and He will give you the desires of 

your heart.  This often-misused verse 

simply means that our desires should be 

the same as God’s desire.  We are here to 

glorify God! 
 

This new year, may we resolve to seek 

God’s lovingkindness every day and 

strengthen our relationship with the God 

of all creation! 
 

—Pastor Don 

 

We’ve made it through another year and what a year 2019 was.  

Looking back at the pictures, posts, notes, and all the memories 

I’d say we had a pretty good time while working hard, serving 

and growing our Christian lives.  There were the potato lunches, 

sweetheart dinner, yard sale, Fusion, hockey game, baseball 

game, Bible studies, games, birthdays, graduations, promotions, 

new drivers, movies, game nights, spiritual gift tests, youth 

Sunday, new friends, and so much more. 
 

Now it’s time to look forward to 2020.  There are going to be so 

many opportunities to learn, serve, and grow.  Opportunities for 

everyone.  We’re going to take a lot of what 2019 had and add to 

it to try and make you the best Christian you can be.  To hear 

God speak and find what He has planned for you. 
 

In the past I have talked about a substitute for New Year’s 

resolutions.  Instead of making a list of goals or wishes for the 

new year, I propose choosing a single word to be your theme or 

focus for the year.  For example, in the past I have used words 

like love, family, prayer and God.  This year my word is going to 

be Life.  I’m going to work on spending my physical life here 

preparing for my spiritual life in heaven and helping others have 

a personal relationship with Jesus so that they can have a life in 

heaven, too. 
 

What will your word be for 2020?  I encourage you to pray about 

it, choose a word, and tell someone what your word is so that 

they can help you be accountable.  It helps when we have 

someone to encourage us or help keep us focused and on track.  

If you need an accountability partner come see me.  I’d be glad 

to help you out. 
 

Here’s to a great and productive new year! 

Blessings, 

Mark 
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 Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a 
heart of wisdom. 

 Oh, satisfy us early with Your mercy, that we may 
rejoice and be glad all our days! 

 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and 
establish the work of our hands.  

 
What a blessing to have these words as we stand on the 
brink of another year!  We don’t know what the year 
holds, but we know God is our dwelling place.  We can 
look back over the past year and see His hand of mercy, 
His unending faithfulness, His story that He’s writing in 
our lives.  He was our help in ages past, and He’s our 
hope for years to come. 
 

Under the shadow of Thy throne   
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,  
And our defense is sure. 
 

Before the hills in order stood,  
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God,  
To endless years the same. 
 

O God, our help in ages past,  
Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while life shall last,  
And our eternal home! 

—Anna Ruth 

ANCIENT WORDS 
Whatever this year brings, or whatever last year brought, 
we have these words of perfect assurance: Lord, You have 
been our dwelling place in all generations.  Before the 
mountains were born or You gave birth to the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are 
God (Psalm 90:1-2). 
 

O God, Our Help in Ages Past is one of the oldest songs 
we sing together.  Often what we think of as “the old 
songs” aren’t really all that old–if you look at the 
information in the hymnal, they tend to date between the 
1890s and the 1960s.  But O God, Our Help was written in 
1719 and the tune was composed in 1708, making it a 
truly old song—and it has ancient origins since it’s a 
paraphrase of Psalm 90, a prayer attributed to Moses.  
 

Ancient words…yet timeless.  They’re just as true today as 
they were for Moses, because their subject doesn’t 
change: From everlasting to everlasting, You are 
God.  This is the perfect psalm for ending a year and 
beginning another: 
 

 You have been our dwelling place in all generations.  
 A thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday 

when it is past. 

to our dedicated, persevering, joyful (and growing!) family of musicians!  Thank you for working so hard  

in rehearsals, for working on your own, and for sharing your gifts so eagerly as we join together to praise our God.  

Special thanks to those who pull double duty in choir and handbells, or band and choir...or band and choir and bringing 

your kids on Wednesday nights! :D  Thank you all for another year full of declaring the praises of Him who called us out of 

darkness into His wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9).   



 

BURUNDI 
Located in East Africa, Burundi has 

been known for centuries, in part, 

for its political instability and 

violence between the rival Hutu and 

Tutsi peoples. Samaritan’s Purse 

began distributing gift-filled 

shoeboxes to this nation’s children 

in 2008 and launched The Greatest 

Journey, our follow-up discipleship 

program, here in 2013. 

 

A STORY FROM THE FIELD 
Albert from Burundi writes: 

“Together with my wife, Pia, and my 

children, we thank God for 

Operation Christmas Child because 

we are now all Christians.  Before 

my son David, 9, got a gift in church, 

I wasn’t a good father.  In fact, I 

didn’t deserve to be called a father 

because I was frequently drunk.  My 

wife and my children went to bed 

hungry many times.  They had no 

clothes, until one day my son was 

given a gift and a small booklet 

called The Greatest Gift.  I started 

reading it secretly.  I wondered 

what this Greatest Gift was all 

about. My son started The Greatest 

Journey and kept on telling us what 

they were being taught.  He 

graduated and was given a Bible.  I 

started reading it and decided to go 

and ask the pastor to help me to 

receive Christ in my heart.  When 

my wife saw it, she joined me and 

repented.  Today, we are Christians 

in our family and we fellowship in 

the church.  God bless Operation 

Christmas Child as you transform 

people’s lives.” 
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Shoeboxes from Haran have spread from shore to shore!  This year our boxes were delivered to children in the African 
nation of Burundi and to an unnamed hard-to-reach area.  Here are the countries where our boxes have gone over the 
past four years: 

Colombia 

Peru 

Ghana 
Togo 

Angola 

Burundi 

Zambia 

WHAT HAPPENED 
TO OUR  

 



 

HARD-TO-REACH AREAS 
Hard-to-reach areas are nations in the world that are 

difficult to access with the Gospel of Jesus Christ for 

geographic or cultural reasons. But specially-packed 

shoebox gifts provide ease of access through customs and 

give local believers a culturally-sensitive way to share 

God’s love.  Samaritan’s Purse has delivered shoebox gifts 

to more than 50 of these countries since 1993. 

 

A STORY FROM THE FIELD 
Two young boys named Arjun* and Vihaan* were at their 

daily task of selling milk and bread when Aparna asked 

them their names.  As the three began a conversation, 

the boys smiled and Aparna* invited them to her home. 

There she surprised the boys with Operation Christmas 

Child shoeboxes and told them about Jesus Christ. 

 

The boys were so happy to listen to her Bible stories that 

they asked if they could bring their friends to hear them 

too.  When these boys and girls came, Aparna offered 

them shoebox gifts and the Gospel as well.  Excited, the 

children kept coming back to learn more about Jesus. 

 

This was the beginning of a class of The Greatest Journey 

discipleship program. Thirty students from non-Christian 

backgrounds initially attended and some began going to 

church services, bringing their parents to worship with 

them as well.  Neighbors of another religion began asking 

them not to attend The Greatest Journey, but many of 

these children now believe in Christ and worship Him 

secretly. 
 

*Names changed for security 

 

PRAY FOR YOUR  
SHOEBOX RECIPIENT 
Whatever things you ask in prayer,  

believing, you will receive.                          

—Matthew 21:22 

  

Please don’t stop praying for the boy or girl that you first 

lifted up when you packed your shoebox.  Continue to ask 

God to soften his or her heart to the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, so that he or she will follow Him all the days of 

their life.  Pray also for families and entire communities to 

be transformed as God’s love is shared through your 

simple gift. 

THE GREATEST JOURNEY 
Your shoebox is just the first step to transforming a 

young life for eternity.  Every shoebox gift delivered by 

Operation Christmas Child is a tangible expression of 

God’s love.  It also presents an opportunity in more than 

100 countries for our church partners to invite children 

into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ through our 

follow-up discipleship program. The Greatest Journey is 

a dynamic approach to discipleship—including 12 

engaging Bible lessons—that local trained teachers are 

using to instruct the next generation of believers on how 

to become devoted followers of Christ and boldly share 

their faith with others.  More than 18.9 million children 

have enrolled in the program since 2009. 

 

Will you help us “go and make disciples of all nations” as 

Christ commanded?  Sign up at samaritanspurse.org for 

a monthly gift of $6, and each year you will give 12 

children study materials, a New Testament, and the 

opportunity to learn what it means to devote their lives 

to sharing the 

Good News of 

eternal grace 

through Jesus 

Christ. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/the-greatest-journey/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/the-greatest-journey/


 

 

SELECTED BY LIBRARY STAFF 
 Smoke Screen by Terri Blackstock 

 Moments We Forget by Beth K. Vogt 

 Strands of Truth by Colleen Coble 
 

Strands of Truth: 

Harper Taylor is used to being alone—after all, she grew up in one foster home 

after another. Oliver Jackson finally took her under his wing when she was a 

runaway teenager, and now Harper pours her marine biology knowledge into 

Oliver’s pen shell research. But she’s never stopped wishing for a family of her 

own. 

 

DONATIONS 
 Silent Stranger (four books in one volume) 

 Letters to God (DVD) 

 

DONATED BY MARTHA KNIGHTON 
 Amish Friends Christmas Cookbook by Wanda E. Brunstetter 

 DVD: Step Dogs 

 DVD: Different Drummers 

 DVD: My Broken Horse Christmas 

 

My Broken Horse Christmas: 

Eleven-year-old John is elated to accompany his father on the search for the 

perfect horse. When his dad chooses the wildest, meanest mare he’s ever seen, 

the boy is baffled. And when he’s entrusted with her care, he’s frustrated, 

confused—and scared! But he soon learns valuable lessons of redemption, 

healing, patience, forgiveness, and the power of love.  

  

WHAT DOES THE  
FUTURE HOLD?  
©Bobby Lee Craghead, April 12, 2018 

As we go through life, living day by day, 

What does our future hold as years slip away? 

What does the future have in store for me? 

I don not know, but have to wait and see. 

 

What does the future hold for everyone? 

We must do our best while life’s race is run. 

What’s in the future? This we cannot know. 

But remember we will reap what we sow. 

 

Does the future hold sickness or good health? 

Does it hold success, poverty, or wealth? 

Will our future have great fun and pleasure, 

Or troubles and woes in dreaded measure? 

 

How long is the road we still have to tread? 

How many more miles lay unseen ahead? 

Are we scared to face the future’s unknown, 

Or with peace of heart our courage has grown? 

 

At some point, when our future is all past, 

Then our earthly trek’s to an end at last. 

Then believers’ eternal life begins, 

With no tears or pain, and it never ends. 



 

Are we missing a birthday or anniversary?  Email the church office at 

haranbaptist@gmail.com and let us know. 

AND ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Tori White 

3 Amaleah Altis 

5 John Milby 

 Tina Robinson 

16 Rodney Morrow 

 Don Summerville 

19 Holly Sharpe 

21 Martha Knighton 

22 Tracy Byerly 

28 Nate Johnson 

29 Makenna Mitchell 

30 Doug Johnson 

 Brittany Stoots 

31 Mark Mitchell 

JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Ben & Paula Newbill 

22 Zeke & Lynn Winfree 

 
26 Larry & Debi Avery 

29 Allen & Victoria White 

WANTED: WOMEN ON MISSION 
Step right up!  Come one, come all. 

There’s no time like the present to 

engage in mission opportunities.  It’s 

time to look ahead and imagine all 

the possibilities the new year can 

bring.  We set goals and create 

action steps in the hopes to 

accomplish amazing things.  We are 

hands-on and community-focused 

and our activities are ongoing and/or 

one-time events. 

 

And how do I go about joining these 

mission opportunities? 

 

Well, I’m glad you asked! 

 

The show's about to start…January 

26 after the morning worship 

service. Lunch will be provided. 

 

God can and will do amazing things 

through you as we minister to our 

world, community and church. 

 

As followers of Christ, we are all 

called to go and make disciples. 

 

Therefore, go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

—Matthew 28:19 

 

Joyfully, 

Mary Etta Summerville 

 

 

WOMEN 
ON 
MISSION 
Sunday, 

January 26 

12:00 p.m. 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Allen White 

5 Dylan Robinson 

6 Steve Robbins 

8 Rebekah Johnson 

12 Michael Edmonds 

14 Ben Robinson 

20 Avery Johnson 

20 Annalee Schuck 

23 Judy LaPrade 

24 Barbara Stone 

28 Ashley Yaunsem 

FEBRUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
12 Donald & Angie Carter 

25 Forrest & Sandra Sloan 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 David Avery 

2 Adam Cochran 

3 Linda Johnson 

9 Karen Byerly 

10 Joe Yaunsem 

21 Judy Martin 

24 Rick Stone 

MARCH 
25 Andi Byerly 

 Mary Etta Summerville 

30 Bobby Ferguson 

31 Josh Carter 

 



 

If you take photos of our events, 

we’d love for you to share them 

with us.  Send photos to Anna Ruth 

at haranbaptist@gmail.com.   

       October 31 
 
It was a dark and stormy night, but 
we had tons of kids and lots of fun in 
the fellowship hall! 



 

December 21 



 

December 1 

 
 

December 15 



 

December 22 

December 24 

December 29 


