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Martin and Gracia Burnham were missionaries to the 

Philippines for 17 years with the New Tribes Mission 

organization.  Martin was a jungle pilot delivering mail, 

supplies, and encouragement to other missionaries, and 

transporting sick and injured patients to medical facilities. 

Gracia served in various roles supporting the aviation 

program and also home-schooling their children—all of 

whom were born in the Philippines.  One of my professors 

at Moody Bible Institute knew them well as they were 

close friends. 

 

Martin and Gracia had never had a real honeymoon so 

they decided to take one on their 18th wedding 

anniversary.  On May 29, 2001, while relaxing at Dos 

Palmas for a day just before Martin was to begin a busy 

schedule of flying, Martin and Gracia were kidnapped.  

This happened at Dos Palmas Resort off Palawan Island. 

The Burnhams were taken captive by a militant group of 

Muslims called the Abu Sayyaf Group.  In addition to the 

Burnhams, the group seized several more guests and took 

them to Basilan Island, an ASG stronghold.  Several of the 

captives were killed while others were released.  For more 

than a year, and under the total control of their captors, 

Martin and Gracia were constantly on the move, living in 

primitive conditions in the jungle, evading capture from 

the Philippine military, enduring gun battles, and 

witnessing unspeakable atrocities committed by the men 

of Abu Sayyaf Group.  Soon after the events of September 

11, the news media took a greater interest in Gracia and 

Martin’s plight and kept their story in the national 

headlines. 
 

On the afternoon of June 7, 2002, over a year since their 

abduction, the Philippine military attempted another 

rescue.  Tragically, Martin was killed during the gunfight. 

Wounded, but alive, Gracia was rescued and returned 

home under a national spotlight. 
 

I remember exactly where I was upon hearing the breaking 

news of Martin’s death and Gracia’s serious wounding.  I 

used to jog from my house in Salem to Westside 

Elementary with another teacher.  We had just turned up a 

road at the corner of 419 and 460 headed toward school 

when I heard through my earphones that Martin had been 

killed but Gracia was now safe.  I stopped and sat on the 

side of the road and cried as I had followed their story for 

the whole year praying they would be freed!  I felt for my 

professor at Moody who had lost a good friend.  I felt for the 

Burnham children who had lost a father. 
 

I share this story because I do not want any of us to forget 

that Christians everywhere are being tortured, imprisoned 

and murdered because they refuse to deny Jesus Christ and 

the Christian faith.  I share this story to remind us that for the 

time being we have every opportunity to worship, serve and 

grow in Christ.  I share this story because we need to 

remember that Christians in many places can only worship at 

night, in secret, and still have to be aware that their homes 

can be invaded with them being hauled off to prison. 
 

Every article I read from Voice of the Martyrs asks persecuted 

and imprisoned Christians what they need and every time the 

answer is the same “Please pray for us, and know we are 

praying for Christians in America!” 
 

Remember those words when you are deciding to come to 

church or Sunday School or Bible study.  Remember those 

words when there is too much rain, snow, summer heat, 

sniffles or anything that stops you from worship.  Every one of 

those believers faces great trials just to secretly get together 

and praise God!  I can’t help but also think of our Sioux 

friends who come to church when the temperature is 20-30 

below zero on the Reservation with snow on the ground and 

roads.  They don’t know much but they know God wants 

them to worship!  As we asked a few weeks ago, “What is 

stopping you?” 
 

The most exciting celebration in Christian history is upon us.  

Resurrection Week!  Ash Wednesday was February 22.  Palm 

Sunday ushers the week of Passion leading to our celebration 

of the risen Savior!  No other faith or religion has a God who 

came to this earth, lived among His creation, died for our sins 

and rose again to deliver us to the Heavenly Father! 
 

Please do not take that sacrifice lightly!  More importantly, 

share what that Savior has done for you!  Revival CAN happen 

and to be honest, NEEDS to happen in America.  For that to 

happen, God’s people must examine their own lives and allow 

God to correct and strengthen them as 

living examples of Jesus Christ and what 

the Messiah has done in their lives!  To 

God be the glory! 
 

I would love for everyone to read the 

story of Martin and Gracia Burnham.  

You will not regret it! 
 

—Pastor Don 



 



 

 

With each breath He’s given, praise the Lord. 

In these times we live in, we will praise the Lord. 

Throughout every season I am sure 

We have every reason to praise the Lord. 
 

Our band is so excited to start off our next Evening of 

Worship with Rejoice, a brand new song from Keith and 

Kristyn Getty!  The verses call us to gather as a family of 

grace, sing together with thanksgiving, lay our requests 

before Him, and receive His hope and peace. 
 

This is what our Evenings of Worship are all about: the 

family of God joining to praise and worship His name 

together.  Our theme this spring is Bright Hope, and 

throughout the service we’ll see, through scripture and 

through songs taken from scripture, that our God is the 

God of hope. 

 
 
It’s never been more clear what happens when we 

humans trust and hope only in ourselves.  “In these times 

we live in,” the song says, and what times they are!  The 

world is crying out for hope and can’t find it.  Again and 

again we resort to vain struggles and squabbles.  We 

chase emptiness.  We bicker over language, announce 

that it’s time to celebrate sin, and mistake Facebook posts 

for wisdom.  A pandemic comes along and the only tools 

we have to respond with are fear, panic, and anger.  We 

try entertainment, relationships, substances, sports, 

money, buying things…but it’s never enough.      
 

Never enough. 
 

We need something real. 
 

For we know that it was not  

with perishable things such as silver or gold  

that we were redeemed from our empty way of life, 

but with the precious blood of Christ,  

a lamb without blemish or defect.  
 

Through Him we believe in God,  

who raised Christ from the dead and glorified Him,  

and so our faith and hope are in God. 
1 Peter 1:18-21 

 

The Everlasting God, the Creator of all things, is also our 

Savior, our Sustainer, our Deliverer.  His faithfulness never 

fails.  He calls us as we are to come to Him.  And only in 

Him can we find living hope, full peace, and true joy.   
 

Our hope and peace and joy are complete in Him because 

we know He has control.  He is before all things, and in Him 

all things hold together (Colossians 1:17).  We know He has 

overcome death.  We know He will not leave us or forsake 

us.  He has forgiven our sins against Him.  His mercies are 

new every morning.  We are made in His image and we are 

His chosen people.  We have every reason to praise the 

Lord! 
 

In our Evening of Worship, we’ll celebrate this hope that 

shines bright in a dark world.  As we go through the songs 

in the service, we rejoice together that: 
 

 He is the almighty King. 

 He is holy. 

 He is our shepherd. 

 He is for us. 

 He is with us. 

 He came as Emmanuel. 

 He died and rose again. 

 He is on our side. 

 He does the impossible. 

 He is forever faithful. 

 He heals our souls. 

 He blesses us and keeps us. 
 

Amen and amen! 
 

This is a worship service for everyone.  One of our songs 

says, Come if you’re broken; come if you’re searching.  Lay 

down your burden, breathe in forgiveness.  If you need 

freedom, He’s where you find it. 
 

God is our all in all.  What do you need, right now?  Come 

and find it in Him.  Join us on Saturday, March 18 for Bright 

Hope: An Evening of Worship and come before His throne 

with us.  Lay down your burdens and rejoice in Him. 
 

Now may the God of hope  

fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  

that you may abound in hope 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Romans 15:13 

 

—Anna Ruth 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Women on Mission have just completed and delivered the 

Valentine care boxes to our three freshman college students, 

Megan, Mallory, and Olivia.  This has been an annual project as a 

reminder that there is always a support system here for them.     
 

We look forward to deciding on projects to reach out to our older 

community members in our retirement/care facilities for spring 

and Easter.  We are gathering ideas to reach them in a special 

way.  If you have any special facility or idea, please let us know. 
 

We will meet after the worship service on Sunday, March 12 to 

make a craft for The Park Oak Grove retirement facility. 
 

Looking forward to a wonderful spring to spread the word of the 

Lord and celebrate His love. 
  

—Judy Moore 

  

 

As we approach Easter we would like to point out that the library 

has some wonderful books about Jesus.  Some titles which we 

would like to highlight are:  
 

 The Parables of Jesus by James Boice 

 The Book of Jesus for Families by Calvin Miller 

 Jesus Through the Centuries by Jaroslav Pelikan 

 The Jesus You Can’t Ignore by John MacArthur 

 He Did This Just for You by Max Lucado 
 

We would also like to give a thank you to Shirley Craghead who 

donated some Christian literature which is now available in the 

library.  Shirley also donated a book titled Walking in Grace and 

Glory: 90 Days in the Psalms. 
 

Last we would like to thank Martha Knighton who donated the 

book titled The Last Sip of Coffee by Dr. Crawdaddy.  This book is 

about life lessons from a retired Christian eye doctor here in the 

Roanoke Valley. 
 

Sincerely, 

Tiffany Edmonds and Bette Yeatts 

 

 

BROTHERHOOD  
Our monthly brotherhood meeting 

will be at church on Saturday, 

March 4 so that we can clean out 

the storage shed and make room to 

store items for the CarePortal 

program.  Breakfast will be served at 

8:30 a.m. and work will begin at 9.  

Looking forward to the fellowship 

and camaraderie among brothers in 

Christ! 

 

BIBLE STUDIES 

Women’s and men’s Bible studies  

will begin Sunday, March 5 at 6:00.  

Women will study No Other Gods by 

Kelly Minter.  The men’s study is The 

Book of John by Tony Evans.   

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
3/6 Deacons 

3/12 Women on Mission 

3/26 VBS meeting 

4/3 Deacons 

4/16 Church council 

4/23 Business meeting 

 

 

DIRECTORY 
PHOTOS 

 

Our new pictorial directory is in the 

works.  Color Craft Studios will be at 

the church on Saturday, April 22 to 

take portraits.  Appointment sign-

ups will be available in mid-March. 
 

All who would like to be included in 

the directory are welcome!  You 

don’t need to be a church member 

to participate. 

APRIL 

22 



 

 
Dear friends at Haran Baptist Church, 
Thank you for supporting Friendship House 
Roanoke!  Because of your generosity, the 
work being done here at Friendship House is 
made possible.  We labor hard each week to 
reach our neighbors with the love and 
teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ, and are 
excited that we have friends who support the 
ministry of Friendship House. 
 
As friends like you give, thousands of our 
neighbors are being met through the 
ministries here.  Some receive supplemental 
food and hygiene items each week.  A few get 
Christian counseling.  Others get assistance 
with furniture and clothing as they try to 
stabilize.  Children in our neighborhood 
receive tutoring and Bible instruction every 
day.  Our new neighbors from places such as 
Syria and Afghanistan are provided with safe 
housing and English tutoring as they adjust to 
life in a new country. 
 
Recently, the father of a refugee family that 
we’ve been working with for the past three 
years recollected how Friendship House has 
been here for them to help with language and 
cultural adjustment.  Additionally, we assisted 
them with housing when there was no 
affordable housing for them.  As the father 
spoke, he summed everything up by saying, 
“Basically, Friendship House is a friend to 
me...an honest friend.” 
 
As we reflect on that statement, our gratitude 
overflows for partnerships and relationships 
like we have with you that make it possible for 
us to be there for our neighbors.  Your 
kindness has allowed us to befriend our 
neighbors in need and seek out opportunities 
for gospel conversations. 
 
Thank you!  We are so blessed to know you as 
a supporter.  We cherish your partnership and 
look forward to working together more in the 
future! 
 
Thank you again for your kindness, 
Aaron and Faith Dowdy 
Friendship House Roanoke 

 

JESUS OUR SAVIOR 
For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. —John 3:16 
 

The past few months we have been studying the book of John in 

Sunday School.  John’s gospel gives us understanding of the life of 

Jesus that is simple and straightforward.  He helps us to 

understand Jesus’s teachings and gives us many examples of the 

miracles Jesus performed. 
 

The book of John is also where we see the seven I AM statements 

of Jesus Christ. 
 

 I am the bread of life. 

 I am the light of the world. 

 I am the door of the sheep. 

 I am the good shepherd. 

 I am the resurrection and the life. 

 I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

 I am the true vine. 
 

You see, Jesus is telling us here that He is much more than just a 

teacher, or a miracle worker, as the people in His day saw Him.  

He is our Savior who came to die on the cross for our sins so that 

we may have eternal life with Him one day in heaven.  Jesus is our 

light, our hope, our salvation, and our strength.  Who or what are 

you placing your hope and trust in?  What is it that you are 

searching for in life?  Let this be the year you come to know Jesus 

as your Lord and Savior.  Amen. 
 

Bobby Ferguson 

Sunday School director 

 MARCH

26 

VBS 
MEETING 

Help us share the 
overflowing grace 
we find in Christ!   
If you’re interested 
in helping with VBS, 
come to the VBS 
meeting after 
church on Sunday, 
March 26. 

JUNE 25-28 
VBS  6-8  

PM 



 

 Honored in 1934 when the Home Missions 

Offering was re-named for her to encourage 

more to follow her sacrificial example  
 

A MISSION FIELD IN NEED OF HOPE 
The North American Mission Board and its 

missionaries serve a diverse and complex region. 
 

 United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, Virgin 

Islands, Guam, American Samoa 

 371 million people, 350 languages,  14+ 

religions 

 281 million estimated lost 
 

Many North American cities could reasonably be 

called pre-Christian. Even in the traditional “Bible 

Belt” Christianity is being pushed to the margins. In 

the midst of this, God is bringing the nations to our 

shores and offering unprecedented opportunities for 

the gospel.  
 

At the North American Mission Board, we see a 

mission field that needs the hope of the gospel. With 

your partnership, we’re committed to taking this 

hope to cities, small towns, and college campuses.  

 

ANNIE ARMSTRONG 
EASTER OFFERING 
This offering was started in 1895 by Woman's 

Missionary Union (WMU) to benefit the work of the 

Home Mission Board (now North American Mission 

Board). In 1934, it was named in honor of Annie 

Armstrong. Today, more than $2 billion has been 

donated by Southern Baptist churches and individuals 

to support thousands of missionaries in church 

planting and compassion ministries. Because of this 

sacrificial giving, millions of lives have been and 

continue to be transformed by the power of the 

gospel.  
 

All gifts—100%—support more than 2,400 

missionaries who are planting new churches in 

unreached communities and reaching out to meet 

needs through compassion ministries.  The needs are 

great, but the living hope of Christ is greater.  Every 

day, lives are being impacted and transformed.  

Thank you for reaching out with hope to your own 

community and for your passionate support for 

North American Missions. 
 

Envelopes for this offering are in the pew racks. 

THANK YOU FOR GIVING! 

WHO WAS ANNIE ARMSTRONG? 
Annie Armstrong (1850-1938) was born in Baltimore at a time 

when women were not expected to lead.  She served, challenged 

churches to action, and rallied support for missionaries.  

Ultimately, she was recognized as a national Southern Baptist 

trailblazer renowned for visionary missions leadership. 
 

ANNIE’S CONTRIBUTIONS 

 Started Bay View Mission for Baltimore’s poor and addicted 

 Served as the first executive of Woman’s Missionary Union, 

the largest protestant women’s organization in the world 

 Raised support for missionaries to Italian and Jewish 

immigrants 

 Handwrote over 18,000 letters in one year advocating for 

missions 

 Refused a salary because she would never give to the 

Lord “that which costs me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24) 

 Initiated fund-raising “brick cards” to build churches in Cuba 

 Gained support for the first black, female missionaries 

 Secured funds to relieve China missionary, Lottie Moon, who 

had served for 11 years without a furlough 

 Advocated for Native Americans and impoverished  

mountain people 



 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Are we missing a birthday or 

anniversary?  Email the church 

office at haranbaptist@gmail.com 

and let us know. 

AND  

ANNIVERSARIES 
4 Darrell & Tina Robinson 

BIRTHDAYS 
6 Anita Smith 

14 Phyllis Martin 

16 Nancy Agee 

17 Bette Yeatts 

19 Pam Cooper 

25 Sharon Avery 

27 Duane Martin 

APRIL 

ANNIVERSARIES 
6 Craig & Mandy Champney 

18 Chris & Sharon Avery 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Walker Champney 

4 Noah Ferguson 

6 Kermit Crowe 

6  Shane Martin 

15 Tom Bell 

17 Ron Francis 

20 Charlotte Crouch 

21 Mandy Champney 

23 Rachel Hartman 

24 Grace Edmonds 

29 Tiffany Edmonds 

MAY 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Adam Cochran 

3 Linda Johnson 

 

9 Karen Byerly 

 Joe Yaunsem 

21 Judy Martin 

24 Rick Stone 

MARCH 
25 Andi Byerly 

 Mary Etta Summerville 

30 Bobby Ferguson 


