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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 

old things have passed away; behold, all things have 

become new. —2 Corinthians 5:17   

 

“I want to be different, just like everybody else!”  I 

can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard someone say 

that.  The only difference is they leave out “like 

everybody else.”  They all want to be distinguished 

from others so hair is different, dressing is different, 

etc.  You know the type.  The interesting thing is that 

everybody wants their own identity apart from the 

rest! 

 

The only difference that means anything to me is that I 

am a new creation in Christ Jesus.  The new year 

doesn’t carry a lot of meaning to me except for the 

next two months I have to remember what year it is 

when I sign a paper.  The only resolution I want to keep 

each new year is doing my best to become more like 

Jesus!  So often, life concerns, problems and our 

personal wants keep us from being new creations in 

the Lord!  Yes, we all sin and come short of the glory of 

God, but too often we want to use that as an excuse 

NOT to obey what God has asked of us.  Doubt in 

ourselves and even in God can sometimes be used by 

Satan to draw us into a form of depression.    

 

Read the story below closely.  I think the end will 

surprise you and help you to understand that doubts 

and a lack of trust can slowly keep us from being new 

every moment in Christ! 

 

Not everything had gone as planned. It was 

spiritually difficult and I felt things had gone poorly, 

and it left me questioning whether or not evangelism 

should be my focus. 

 

At the same time, a very good friend and 

contemporary began to challenge everything I 

believed about the Bible. The friend tried to convince 

me the Bible was old, outdated and cannot be for 

today’s world.  Did I even believe the Bible from 

which I was preaching, or should I follow my friend 

in questioning its validity? 

One night at Forest Home, I walked out into the woods 

and set my Bible on a stump—more an altar than a 

pulpit—and I cried out: “O God!  There are many things 

in this book I do not understand.  There are many 

problems with it for which I have no solution.  There are 

many seeming contradictions.  There are some areas in 

it that do not seem to correlate with modern science.  I 

can’t answer some of the philosophical and 

psychological questions my friend and others are 

raising.” 

 

And then, I fell to my knees and the Holy Spirit moved in 

me as I said, “Father, I am going to accept this as Thy 

Word—by faith!  I’m going to allow faith to go beyond 

my intellectual questions and doubts, and I will believe 

this to be Your inspired Word!” 

 

This was August 1949, and mere weeks later Billy 

Graham would go on to hold the historic 1949 Los 

Angeles Crusade in the tent erected on the corner of 

Washington and Hill Streets.  That outreach was 

scheduled to last three weeks, and ended up going for 

eight weeks as people packed the “Canvas Cathedral” 

and media outlets nationwide began talking about the 

upstart evangelist.  

 

This was Billy Graham’s story. He became a new creation 

all over again!  

 

We all go through times of pain, grief, heartache and 

doubtful moments.  Sometimes we need to simply rest and 

do nothing and other times we need to sit down with 

God’s Word and let Him make us all over again: “a new 

creation.”  

 

As we enter 2023, I pray that I will become new again.  I 

pray you will become new again.  Together, with new 

attitudes and new commitments to Jesus Christ, we WILL 

make a difference for the Kingdom of God! 

 

May God honor and bless your continued service to Him 

this year! 
  
—Pastor Don 



 

We are all looking to a fantastic year of sharing our faith and love of 

the Lord with others.    
 

I wanted to report the success of our Card Ministry this Christmas.  

We had 270 cards and that was enough plus some extra for 

each resident at the Pheasant Ridge Assisted Care and the 

Memory Care facilities.  We had enough to take cards to South 

Roanoke Care Facility for all the residents.  We then had 

enough cards to share with Friendship Health Rehabilitation 

South for the long term residents.  All the facilities send their 

appreciation to you for remembering their family!  We were 

able to leave our cards for the residents of four different facilities.  

This was possible because of your dedication to share and spread 

the word of God’s love and our prayers.  Thank you again for your 

support. 
 

We are now looking to continue our mission.  We will be discussing 

our plans to help our church and community with new and old 

proven projects.  We hope to send our youth attending college with 

Valentine goodies, love and encouragement.  Watch for our plans!   
 

—Judy Moore 

  

 

Remember the beloved Jan Karon series—Father Tim, Uncle Billy 

and others?  Now the library has The Mitford Beside Companion.  In 

this book Jan Karon has taken reflections from all the Mitford books, 

added comments, drawings, pictures, recipes, and more interesting 

things for readers to enjoy! 
 

Now since the Christmas season is over have you ever wondered 

what happened to the Operation Christmas Child boxes?   Now the 

library has a wonderful book titled Operation Christmas Child by 

Franklin Graham.  This book contains lots of colorful pictures and a 

great story of how these simple gifts bless children worldwide! 
 

There is also a basket of FREE items in the library.  Please stop by 

and take a look! 
 

—Tiffany Edmonds and Elizabeth Yeatts 

 

 

BROTHERHOOD 
BREAKFAST 
The Brotherhood will meet for 

breakfast at Famous Anthony’s 

Oak Grove on Saturday, January 7 

at 8:30 a.m.  All men, young and 

old, are invited to come enjoy 

fellowship over good food and hot 

coffee!  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Church council will meet Sunday, 

January 8 following the worship 

service.  If you are a committee or 

department head, please stay for 

this meeting where we report on 

the ministries of the church and 

schedule upcoming events. 

 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Our regular business meeting will 

be Sunday, January 15 following 

the service.  We will vote on the 

2023 church budget at this 

meeting.  Copies of the budget 

are available in the office for 

review. 

 

JANUARY MEETINGS 
1/2 Deacons 

1/8 Church council 

1/15 Business meeting 



 

OUR MUSIC YEAR IN REVIEW  
 

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

There are differences of ministries, but the same 

Lord.  And there are diversities of activities, but it 

is the same God who works all in all.  
 

For as the body is one and has many members, 

but all the members of that one body, being 

many, are one body, so also is Christ.           

—1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 12  
 

These are Paul’s words about the church, but they’re also 

so true of our music ministry.  We have people who can 

sing, people who can ring, people who can play 

instruments, and people who can do all of the above!  

Many gifts, many members, all working together as one 

to lead our music in praise and worship to our God.  
 

What’s so exciting about Haran is that we not only have 

gifted people, we have people who are eager to use their 

gifts.  Our musicians are a group of extraordinarily busy 

people, and yet they give their time every week—

sometimes twice or three times—to come in and work 

hard to put our music together. 
 

It’s been great this year to be not only back to normal but 

beyond normal!  Choir is back, and has doubled in size 

this year.  We had new bell ringers join us both in the 

spring and the fall.  And the band never left.  They’ve 

been a steady, faithful presence through everything the 

past few years have brought.  

 

Our music ministry is a miniature of our church as a 

whole— many members, one body, many gifts, one Lord.   

Choral music takes many singers, singing soprano, alto, 

tenor, and bass parts, working together to create the 

melodies and harmonies that make up the beautiful 

choral sound.  A handbell choir requires many individual 

bells to ring at just the right times to form a musical piece.  

Every part of the body is important. 

 

God has given everyone a gift!  If you’re musically 

inclined—or even just want to see if you are—come see 

me.  We proved on Christmas Choir Sunday that we can 

fit a whole crowd in the choir loft!  We still have positions 

for  more ringers.  And if your gift isn’t music, we have so 

many other ways to serve in our church.  There’s a place 

for you.  Find your gift this year! 

 

But now God has set the members, each one of 

them, in the body just as He pleased.  And if they 

were all one member, where would the body be?  

—1 Corinthians 12:18-19  

 

Thank you so much to all our musicians for coming 

together to share your gifts.  Thank you to our singers, 

ringers, and instrumentalists for your faithfulness, hard 

work, and joy!  Thank you for your enthusiasm and 

dedication all year long.  I know great things are in store 

for 2023.  Onward to a new year! 
 

—Anna Ruth 



 

Good Friday service, April 15 Evening of Worship, May 21 

VBS, June 28 

Evening of Worship at  
Church @ Grandin Village, August 13 

Handbell Choir, December 4 Christmas Worship, December 11 

Christmas Choir, December 18 



 

Colombia 

Peru 

Ghana 
Togo 

Angola 

Burundi 

Zambia 

WHAT HAPPENED 
TO OUR  

 

This year our Operation Christmas Child boxes were delivered to children in Ukraine, Ecuador, Peru, and Paraguay. Here 

are the countries where our boxes have gone over the past seven years: 

Uganda 

ABOUT UKRAINE 
Ukraine is a country in Eastern Europe. It is the second 
largest country in Europe after Russia and is known for its 
agricultural production. Samaritan’s Purse began 
distributing gift-filled shoeboxes there in 1996 and 
launched The Greatest Journey, our follow-up discipleship 
program, in this nation in 2010. 
 
Samaritan’s Purse has also been actively providing food, 
clean water, and medical care the people of Ukraine since 
conflict broke out in February 2022. In partnership with 
churches in Ukraine, we are transporting these urgently 

needed relief supplies to families suffering in areas 
impacted by conflict. 
 

• Samaritan’s Purse has served more than 9 million 
people throughout the first 11 months of this 
response. We have distributed over 100 million 
pounds of food within Ukraine in partnership with the 
local church. Our water systems and newly 
constructed freshwater wells have provided more than 
30 million liters of water to Ukrainians. 

• More than 35 airlift missions have brought relief for 
those struggling inside Ukraine. 

• Samaritan's Purse has provided wood stoves and 

Ecuador 

Paraguay 

Ukraine 



 

firewood to 2,000 families to help them face 
electricity shortages in the winter weather. 

• More than 7 million refugees from Ukraine have 
spread across Europe, the United States, Canada, and 
other countries worldwide. Many millions are also 
internally displaced due to the conflict. 

 

Through more than 35 airlifts—the vast majority of which 
were carried out through our DC-8 cargo jet—Samaritan’s 
Purse has transported hundreds of tons of relief items, 
including our Emergency Field Hospitals, medical supplies, 
food, and hygiene kits. We continue to bring in new 
shipments of supplies nearly every other week and are 
working in close partnership with churches in Ukraine to 
get these items to communities where the need is urgent. 
 

Specifically, through our Medical Airlift Program, we have 
transported more than 600 pallets of medical supplies to 
more than 115 hospitals throughout Ukraine to assist in 
resupplying the local, strained health system. We are also 
training local healthcare professionals in burn care, 
intensive care unit services, and infection prevention and 
control. 
 

We’ve also operated Emergency Field Hospitals in Lviv and 
a recently liberated area of Ukraine. These have since 
been turned over to the Ministry of Health for continued 
care of the Ukrainian people. Through our combined 
medical facilities, Samaritan's Purse staff have treated 
more than 20,000 patients since the conflict began. 
 

Franklin Graham said, “We are so thankful for our 
network of churches and Christian partners we work with 
to deliver the food and other relief supplies to people in 
the areas that need it most, including dangerous areas 
close to the front lines." 

In areas impacted by violence, we have provided over 15 
water systems that, together with newly constructed 
freshwater wells, are supplying more than 30 million liters 
of clean water for suffering families where water and 
other infrastructure were destroyed. We are also helping 
to restore homes in Ukraine that have been partially 
destroyed in the ongoing conflict, allowing locals to return 
to their communities. 
 

“Ukrainian families are hurting and in desperate need of 
prayer and support as millions flee for their lives,” said 
Franklin Graham. “We want to meet the needs of these 
families in their darkest moments while pointing them to 
the light and hope of Jesus Christ.” 

 

ABOUT ECUADOR 

Located on the equator in South America, Ecuador is 
known for its export of Panama hats, cacao, and bananas. 
Samaritan’s Purse began delivering Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gifts to children here in 1997 and in 2009 
launched The Greatest Journey, our follow-up discipleship 
program for shoebox recipients, in this nation.  

Génesis, an 8-year-old girl, received an Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox at an event in Cutuglagua, 
Ecuador. She had never received a gift before in her life. 
 

The Greatest Journey class appealed to all of the 
children’s senses as they learned about God’s Word. 
When Génesis opened her box, her face lit up! “There 
were many things inside the box—dolls my favorite toys—
but the box itself made me very happy,” said Génesis. “I 
am going to take care of the box also.” 
 
 continued on p. 8 



 

A miracle happened that day when she received Jesus 
Christ as her Savior! She’s convinced that it was God who 
brought her to the event and not her cousin Leonela, who 
had invited her. 
 

“I have a new friend,” Génesis says, when she talks about 
the day of her salvation. “I am happy for the opportunity I 
had to come here. I have learned about God and received a 
shoebox. He is my Savior.” 
 

After Génesis received her shoebox gift, she told her family 
about how she’d met Jesus at the outreach event. 
 

“At my home, we talked about God, and Jesus saved my 
mom who was sick with COVID. I asked God for her healing 
and her salvation, and both of my parents were saved,” 
Génesis said. 
 

Génesis wants to be a doctor when she grows up to help 
others to get well because she is convinced that God was 
the One who healed her mom. “It’s a blessing to be able to 
talk to God because He answers,” she said. 
 

Moved by all the Lord has done for her family, Génesis 
prayed: “God, thanks for this moment and for life. I’m 
always going to help Mommy and Daddy because You have 
helped us. I’m going to be there for them.” 
 

ABOUT PERU 

Peru is located on the western coast of South America. It 
contains a part of the Amazon rainforest as well as Andes 
mountains, where the ancient Incan city of Machu Picchu is 
a popular tourist attraction. Samaritan’s Purse began 
distributing gift-filled shoeboxes there in 1997 and 
launched The Greatest Journey, our follow-up discipleship 
program, in this nation in 2010.  

When Paola received her Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox gift at Cajamarca Biblical Center in the highlands 
of Peru, she loved the pink teddy bear she found inside. 
With a rainbow applique on its tummy, the 8-year-old 
quickly named the bear “Rainbow.” 
 

“I dream about him. I sleep with him,” Paola said. But 
Rainbow is more than just a stuffed animal. To Paola, the 
teddy bear is a tangible reminder of God’s love. She had 
been saved about three years before she received the gift 
in her shoebox, and she says it made her feel that God was 
with her. 
 

A short time later Paola was invited to participate in The 
Greatest Journey, a dynamic 12-lesson discipleship course 
that Samaritan’s Purse offers to many shoebox recipients. 
 

“I wanted to attend The Greatest Journey because I 
wanted to learn more about God’s Word,” Paola said. 
 

Her favorite story was about Jesus and the boy whose 
lunch of fishes and loaves miraculously fed a hungry crowd. 
“That story taught me how to share with others,” she said. 
 

Paola took that lesson to heart. As she learned more about 
God through The Greatest Journey, “I shared everything 
with my cousins,” Paola said. God used what she told them 
to touch their hearts, and six cousins prayed to receive 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. “It is important for me to 
share my faith,” Paola said. 
 

Paola was able to do this once again at her graduation 
ceremony from The Greatest Journey. Proudly wearing a 
cap and gown along with the other graduates, Paola stood 
in front of the church crowded with friends and family and 
recited Genesis 1:27: “So God created man in his own 
likeness.”  
 

She also answered questions her teacher posed regarding 
Zacchaeus—to illustrate the knowledge she gained during 
the discipleship course. 
 

After the ceremony was over, Paola showed she was just 
like any other child her age. “My favorite part was when 
we threw our hats in the air,” she said. 
 

Now with her own New Testament and graduation 
certificate, Paola said, “I will keep the certificate they gave 
me in my shoebox. I will read my Bible every day.” 
 

Paola’s mother Ines Rodriguez said, “I am very proud of her 
because she is learning about God at a young age.” 
 

Peru is changing as the younger generation is learning to 
follow God through The Greatest Journey discipleship 
program. We pray that more of these young evangelists 



 

will say along with Paola, “The most important thing to me 
is my faith in God.” 
 

ABOUT PARAGUAY 

Paraguay is located in South America. The indigenous 
language is called Guaraní, which is also the name of its 
currency. Paraguay is derived from the Guaraní word that 
means “river that gives birth to the sea.” There are several 
rivers in the country that connect to the Atlantic Ocean. 
Samaritan’s Purse began distributing gift-filled shoeboxes 
there in 2001 and launched The Greatest Journey, our 
follow-up discipleship program, in this nation in 2010.  

“Do you understand what this gift means?” 19-year-old 
Chantal asked Luciana after translating a note into Spanish. 
Eight-year-old Luciana had just received a shoebox gift 
from a family in the United States. 
 

The Holland family from Morganton, NC had written: We 
made this box of gifts just for you because we want you to 
know that Jesus loves you! He has a special plan for your 
life. He will always love you. Our family cares for you. We 
are praying for you! 
 

“This family loves me because Jesus loves me,” Luciana 
responded. “I want to receive Jesus into my heart.” 
 

Chantal was amazed by this response. 
 

A college student from Iglesia Centro Familiar de Adoración 
(Church Family Worship Center) in Asunción, Paraguay, 
Chantal served as a translator at an Operation Christmas 
Child outreach event this past June at Heaven’s Kingdom 
Christian School in San Lorenzo, Paraguay. This was the 
first time Chantal had participated in a ministry project. 

“When Luciana said she wanted to pray to Jesus right then, 
I cried,” said Chantal. “It was such a special moment. I 
prayed: ‘Thank you, God, for this opportunity to pray with 
Luciana.’” 
 

Though Luciana hasn’t grown up going to church, she’s 
heard about Jesus regularly at Heaven’s Kingdom Christian 
School, locally referred to as “Heaven.” Luciana had been 
asking her teachers how to be with Jesus in heaven. 
 

“When I heard them explain how to do that, I knew that’s 
what I wanted to do,” said Luciana about her teachers’ 
presentation of The Greatest Gift booklet during the 
outreach event. The presentation focused on Ephesians 
2:8: For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God. 
 

Teacher Cynthia Gialeano told the students, “We have to 
ask Jesus to forgive our sins and have clean hearts so we 
can give our hearts to Jesus. Jesus is the greatest gift we 
can receive. He is the most beautiful present. You can 
share this with your fathers and mothers through a little 
book we are going to give you to share at home.” 
 

Luciana did just that. She and her father read from The 
Greatest Gift booklet, as well as from The Greatest Journey 
12-week discipleship study that was taught at Heaven’s 
Kingdom. 
 

“I know that, one day, my father and my family will receive 
Jesus into their hearts,” Luciana told Chantal. “But, now, I 
know I have Him, and that’s the best gift I can share with 
them.” 
 

The Hollands had included a mailing address in their 
shoebox note, so Luciana wants to write to them with the 
help of her parents. 
 

The contact information also enabled word to reach the 
Hollands about who received one of their shoebox gifts. 
“For a child to come to know Christ is why we pack 
shoeboxes,” said Rachel Holland. “I’m excited that we will 
see Luciana in the real heaven one day.” 
 

PRAY FOR YOUR SHOEBOX RECIPIENT 
Whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will 
receive. —Matthew 21:22 
  
Please don’t stop praying for the boy or girl whom you  
first lifted up when you packed your shoebox.  Continue   
to ask God to soften his or her heart to the Gospel of   
Jesus Christ, so that he or she will follow Him all the days  
of their life.  Pray also for families and entire communities    
to be transformed as God’s love is shared through your 
simple gift. 



 



 



 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Are we missing a birthday or 

anniversary?  Email the church 

office at haranbaptist@gmail.com 

and let us know. 

AND  

ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Ben & Paula Newbill 

22 Zeke & Lynn Winfree 

 
26 Larry & Debi Avery 

29 Allen & Victoria White 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Tori White 

3 Amaleah Altis 

5 Tina Robinson 

14 Kinsley Stoots 

16 Rodney Morrow 

 Don Summerville 

18 Ruger Emery 

21 Martha Knighton 

22 Tracy Byerly 

28 Nate Johnson 

30 Doug Johnson 

 Brittany Stoots 

JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
25 Forrest & Sandra Sloan 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Allen White 

5 Dylan Robinson 

6 Steve Robbins 

8 Rebekah Johnson 

12 Michael Edmonds 

14 Ben Robinson 

20 Avery Johnson 

23 Judy LaPrade 

24 Barbara Stone 

28 Ashley Yaunsem 

FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Adam Cochran 

3 Linda Johnson 

9 Karen Byerly 

 Joe Yaunsem 

21 Judy Martin 

24 Rick Stone 

25 Andi Byerly 

 Mary Etta Summerville 

30 Bobby Ferguson 

MARCH 


