
 

7539 Old Bent Mountain Road, Roanoke, VA 24018    



 

 

To everything there is a season, a time for every 
purpose under heaven.  —Ecclesiastes 3:1  

 

Now is the season of celebrations.  Two very important 
ones include Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Two perfect 
opportunities to reflect, remember and re-ignite our faith 
in Jesus Christ.  In a society where the very existence of 
God is being slowly and systematically removed and even 
disallowed, Christians have these two celebrations to 
publicly announce to the world that God is alive, well, 
and worthy to be praised! 
 

Let’s begin with the origins of Thanksgiving.  Now most of 
you are going to think Plymouth, Massachusetts.  Being a 
native of Varina, home of the Berkley Plantation, I am 
offering a different view of the first Thanksgiving.  On 
December 4, 1619, 36 men rowed ashore from the good 
ship Margaret that was anchored in the upper James 
River. The place was the Berkley One Hundred, now 
known as Berkley Plantation.  The men rowed ashore, 
placed their personal luggage on the hard ground, gazed 
at the woods enclosing them, and listened to the 
complete silence.  Then, at a command from Captain 
Woodlief, with which they were profoundly stirred to 
comply, the homesick men knelt on the dried grass to 
pray. 
 

 As instructed by the London Company, Woodlief prayed: 
“We ordaine that this day of our ships arrival, at the 
place assigned for plantacon, in the land of Virginia, shall 
be yearly and perpetually kept holy as a day of 
Thanksgiving to Almighty God.”  This was not a festival of 
food, rather a time of true reflection of God’s gracious 
blessings to them.  
 

You see, the Berkeley Company had given a very specific 
list of ten instructions to the settlers when they departed 
England.  The very first instruction was upon landing that 
they give a prayer of thanksgiving for their safe voyage 
and to do so annually and perpetually thereafter. 
 

Every landing on American soil (exception: Leif Ericson, 
1092) was charged to honor God upon landing and 
establishment.  Thanks to God has and should be a daily 
prayer for every American.  Thanksgiving: honor God by 
giving thanks for our blessings! 
 

On to Christmas.  Interestingly, no one knows the date of 
the Messiah’s birth.  We do know He was born, lived 
about 33 years and was the perfect sacrifice for us!  
Many believe the date of Jesus’ birth was sometime in 
October when shepherds still lived in fields with the 
sheep.  Late October was the turning of weather, thus, 

sheep were brought in to be protected from the cold.  What 
happens in late October now?  You see, it really doesn’t 
matter when Jesus was born.  What matters is that 
Christmas celebrates Christ, thus the name Christmas.  We 
need to keep that as our main focus!  Many are trying to 
turn this special season into a politically correct season so as 
not to offend.  “Happy Holidays?”  What holiday?  Christmas! 
Oh, what are the first 6 letters in Christmas?  That’s right, 
Merry Christmas!  Even Santa Claus is a by-product of a 
Christian!  Saint Nicholas was a Christian bishop who helped 
the needy.  After his death, the legend of his gift-giving grew. 
 

I was just reading that atheists from a city in America were 
offended by public prayer.  A judge granted their petition 
which the ACLJ (American Center for Law and Justice) has 
taken on the case.  It is time that Christians became offended 
by the constant attack on OUR faith and start making our 
voices known.  
 
Christmas to me is the second most important time of the 
year with Resurrection Sunday being the greatest!  The one 
true Savior was born that we might have eternal life and NO 
ONE should deter our thoughts from celebrating His birth!   
 

I love the Christmas season.  I love the lights, decorations, 
carols, and the manger scenes (which we put several out as a 
constant reminder).  Most of all, I love celebrating the birth 
of Jesus Christ, our Messiah! 
 

So, as we approach the seasons of celebration, make sure 
the focal point of them all is the one we should be thanking 
and celebrating, Jesus Christ! 
 

“And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose 
for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether 
the gods which your fathers served that were on the 
other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD.”   —Joshua 24:15  

 

Haran Baptist is planning something different this Christmas.  
We are asking for volunteers to spread some Christmas 
cheer after our Christmas Eve service.  There will be boxes of 
donuts in the foyer as you leave the service.  If you will pick 
up a box or two and take them to the address attached, it 
will be a great way to spread cheer to those who will be 
working on Christmas Eve.  What a great opportunity to let 
our first responders, police departments, and hospital staff 
know how much we at Haran Baptist appreciate them. 
 

Our Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00 p.m. this year.   
Christmas Day is a Sunday. There will be no Sunday School 
that morning and worship will begin at 10:00.   
 

—Pastor Don 



 

LOTTIE MOON OFFERING 
WOM has wonderful, faithful and 

giving role models to support.  We 

just supported raising funds for the 

Alma Hunt Offering in September.  

We now ask for your prayers to 

support the Lottie Moon Offering and 

pray about donating as well.  

 

OCC BOXES 
This month we will help with the 

Operation Christmas Child boxes to 

provide joy and stories of faith and 

love to children around the world.   

 

We will provide 20 boxes and hope 

that you will join in this wonderful 

project by filling a box or two to 

provide smiles to these children in 

need.    

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
We are planning to reach out to our 

retirement/nursing facilities with 

Christmas cards of love and faith this 

Christmas season.  It is so important 

to remember all that they have given 

to their family and professions, as 

well as our community.  Now that 

they are not as active, we would like 

to remind them that they are loved.   

 

We look forward to a new year and 

projects to praise our Lord and help 

our church and community. 

 

—Judy Moore 

  

Lottie Moon was sent as a Southern Baptist missionary to China from 1873 

to 1912.  She saw firsthand the world’s greatest problem – LOSTNESS.  

Meeting so many people who had never heard the gospel compelled her to 

write letters to American churches describing the need for a greater 

missionary presence.  She asked for prayers and financial support to send 

and sustain more missionaries.  This was the beginning of the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering.     

 

 



 

 

Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son. 
 

This is such a powerful line from Sing We the Song of Emmanuel.  

Think about it!  The Creator Himself left His throne to be born to 

His creation.  He became flesh and lived as a baby, a boy, a man.  

This was Emmanuel: God with us. 
 

Sing We the Song of Emmanuel is full of these juxtapositions: 
 

God Most High…….... in a manger laid 

King...………………....... who came with no crown or throne 

The Invincible......…...helpless He lay 

Maker of Mary…....... now Mary’s son 

Grace and majesty....what humility 
 

“Emmanuel” is a name we seldom hear outside of Christmas, but 

in the words of this hymn we see that the song of Emmanuel is 

not just a song of a baby in a manger.  It’s not just the story of 

the Christmas events, but the song of the ages, with no beginning 

or end.  Emmanuel was the eternal God who came down to us. 

He was in the beginning with God, He was long foretold on earth, 

He is our Light, He has made a way.  He is Messiah, Redeemer, 

and Lord. 
 

This Christmas season, join with us to sing the song of 

Emmanuel!  Come experience anew the wonder and the miracle 

of a God who would come to live among us, die for us, and rise 

again.  We join with the hosts of heaven when we sing glory to 

God in the highest!    
 

—Anna Ruth 

This the Christ who was long foretold. 

Lo, in the shadows of Bethlehem, 

Promise of dawn now our eyes behold. 

God Most High in a manger laid; 

Lift your voices and now proclaim: 

Great and glorious, Love has come to us. 

Join now with the hosts of heaven. 

 

Come we to welcome Emmanuel, 

King who came with no crown or throne. 

Helpless He lay, the Invincible, 

Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son. 

O what wisdom to save us all! 

Shepherds, sages, before Him fall. 

Grace and majesty, what humility! 

Come on bended knee, adore Him. 

 

Go spread the news of Emmanuel; 

Joy and peace for the weary heart. 

Lift up your heads, for your King has come; 

Sing for the Light overwhelms the dark. 

Glory shining for all to see, 

Hope alive, let the gospel ring 

God has made a way, He will have the praise; 

Tell the world His name is Jesus. 
 

Words and music by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa,  
Stuart Townend, and Keith Getty. © 2015 Getty Music 

Publishing/ Messenger Hymns / Getty Music Hymns and 
Songs/ Love Your Enemies Publishing/ Townend Songs. 



 

NOVEMBER 27 

 
DECEMBER 4 

DECEMBER 11 

Christmas Worship with the praise band 

 
DECEMBER 18 

Everyone is invited to sing! 

 
DECEMBER 24 

Service at 5 p.m. 

 
DECEMBER 25 

Worship service at 10 a.m. 

No stairs. 
No coming out at night. 
No lifetime commitment. 

IT’S THE DEAL YOU’VE 
BEEN WAITING FOR. 
 
Christmas Choir is for 
everyone!  Everyone is invited 
to sing in the choir on Sunday, 
December 18.  We’ll practice in 
the sanctuary after church on 
December 11.  Come help us fill 
the choir loft to sing a medley 
of favorite Christmas carols! 
 



 

Haran Family, 

Chris and I could not thank you enough for all the love 

and support shown to us and our family!  We are truly 

BLESSED to have such a wonderful church family!  We 

can feel all the prayers and know that God has it all in 

His control! 
 

We love you all. 

Love always, 

Chris, Brittany and the girls 

We have been so blessed with a wonderful year and now 

it is “The Jesus Season.”  This is a time of thankfulness for 

our blessings and celebration of Jesus coming to earth.  A 

large selection of books and DVDs to help us celebrate 

are on display in the library. 

 

Thank you to Susan Hensley who donated a book and to 

Martha Knighton who donated two DVDs titled A Dog 

and His Boy and Kayla. 

 

We have a selection of cookbooks to help with extra 

cooking during Thanksgiving and Christmas.  We also 

have the Haran Baptist Church cookbook in our selection! 

 

Some of our books are large print and they have a round 

color sticker on them.  We are also in the process of 

labeling the shelves of DVDs to help locate them more 

easily. 

 

Don’t forget that we have a list of all our books and DVDs 

on the Haran website.  Let us truly make Jesus the reason 

for the season when love came down! 

  

Sincerely,  

Tiffany Edmonds and Elizabeth Yeatts 

Game night was a blast!  Food was great, 

fellowship was terrific, and the games were 

awesome!  We invite you to come judge for 

yourself the next time we have a game night.  

 

Our next adventure will be the Thanksgiving 

Dinner on Saturday, November 19 at 6:00.  Bring 

two side dishes and a dessert. Turkey and ham will 

be provided.  If you would be willing to cook a 

turkey or a ham, please contact the church office as 

soon as possible so we can plan accordingly.  We 

will need at least five turkeys and two hams.  (Keep 

your receipt to be reimbursed.)   

 

Please come and join us for an evening of great 

food, fellowship, and giving thanks.  

 

—Mary Etta Summerville 
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Don’t forget AmazonSmile!  Each  

time you make a purchase through 

AmazonSmile, the church receives a 

donation.  Just shop through 

smile.amazon.com (instead of 

amazon.com) and select Haran 

Baptist Church as your organization. 

 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you 

to support your favorite charitable 

organization every time you shop, at 

no cost to you.  When you shop with 

AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added benefit 

that Amazon will donate 0.5% of your 

eligible purchases to the charitable 

organization of your choice.  

 

How do I shop with AmazonSmile? 

Go to smile.amazon.com or activate 

AmazonSmile in the Amazon 

Shopping app on your phone within 

the Settings or Programs & Features 

menu.  

 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com 

account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on 

Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your 

shopping cart, Wish List, and other 

account settings are also the same. 

 

How do I select an organization to 

support with AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile, 

you will be prompted to select a 

charitable organization to receive 

donations from your future 

purchases. We will remember your 

selected charity and every eligible 

purchase you make will result in a 

donation for your selected charity.  

WHILE YOU’RE  
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING... 

MONTHLY BREAKFAST 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
We will have our November Brotherhood breakfast at Famous Anthony’s 

Oak Grove on Saturday, November 5 at 8:00 a.m.  All men, young and old, 

are invited to come enjoy fellowship over good food and hot coffee! 

 

THE BROTHERHOOD CAN HELP! 
The Brotherhood is a resource all church members can call on if general 

manpower/labor is needed.  Our members have a variety of skill 

sets.  Please don’t be hesitant to ask us for any help needed.  Call me at 

(540) 797-4270 or email me at djohnsonfour@cox.net if our church family 

can assist your family.   
 

—Doug Johnson 

 

 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS UPDATE 
If you are a church member and have not received the email 

with the updated church constitution, please contact the 

church office.  Please take time to read through the proposed 

changes.  We will vote on the revised constitution in an 

upcoming business meeting.  Thank you to the Constitution 

and By-Laws Committee for your hard work on this project! 



 



 

 to everyone who took part in packing 
shoebox gifts for Operation Christmas 
Child!  Our boxes are ready to be 

labelled and sent to a Samaritan’s Purse processing center 
(ours go to Boone, NC) and then distributed to children 
around the world.  Over the past several years, our boxes 
have gone to Colombia, Peru, Ghana, Togo, Angola, 
Burundi, Zambia, and Uganda! 
 

“Let the children come to Me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God.” —Mark 10:14 
 

The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to 
demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in 
need around the world.  Through this project, Samaritan’s 
Purse partners with the local church worldwide to share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ and make disciples of the 
nations. 
 

In the summer of 1993, Samaritan’s Purse President 
Franklin Graham received a call from a man in England 
asking if he’d be willing to fill shoeboxes with gifts for 
children in war-torn Bosnia.  Franklin agreed, but figured 
Christmas was months away.  He forgot about the 
promise until he received a call back around Thanksgiving 
asking about the gifts. 
 

Franklin asked his friend, the late Pastor Ross Rhoads of 
Calvary Church of Charlotte to see if he could help with 
the need.  A Sunday shortly afterward, Pastor Rhoads 
demonstrated for his congregation how to fill a shoebox 
with simple gifts and encouraged them to include a letter 
to the child as well.  Within weeks, the church had 11,000 
shoeboxes lining their hallways. 
 

Due to their generosity and additional gifts from Canada, 
Samaritan’s Purse sent 28,000 shoebox gifts to children in 
the Balkans that Christmas.  Through these gifts, we 
communicated to children and their families what the 
angel said to the shepherds about Jesus’ birth: “I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people” (Luke 2:10, ESV). 
 

Every year since, Samaritan’s Purse has collected shoebox 
gifts filled with toys, school supplies, and hygiene items 
for children around the world.  Since 1993, more than 198 
million children in more than 170 countries and territories 
have received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox.  The 
project delivers not only the joy of what, for many kids, is 
their first gift ever, but also gives them a tangible 
expression of God’s love. 

 

Seeking to follow Jesus’ command to “make disciples of 
all the nations” (Matthew 28:19), we have trained over 
1.5 million volunteers from these congregations to 
teach The Greatest Journey, our dynamic follow-up 
discipleship course for shoebox recipients.  Since 2009, 
30.9 million children have enrolled in this 12-lesson 
program to learn how to follow Christ and share Him 
with others.  More than 14.9 million of these boys and 
girls have made a decision to accept Jesus as their Savior 
during the course.  Many are now praying for and 
sharing their faith with family and friends.  As a result of 
this ever-expanding witness, new churches are starting 
and communities are being transformed!  
 

This whole process is made possible by caring 
individuals who pack shoeboxes full of quality gifts for 
children in need.  Many of these shoebox packers also 
use our Follow Your Box feature to discover the country 
where their gift will be delivered. 
 

More than 9,000 year-round volunteers also get the 
word out about the Samaritan’s Purse project across the 
U.S.  In addition, some 80,000 short-term volunteers 
serve in more than 4,000 drop-off locations open across 
the country every year during National Collection Week, 
the third week in November.  Each shoebox collected 
then travels to one of eight processing centers to be 
inspected and prepared for international shipment by 
90,000 volunteers.  All of this is supported by the 30,000 
volunteers in our prayer network. 
 

In 2021 alone, more than 10.5 million Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox gifts were collected throughout 
Australia, Austria, Canada, Finland, Germany, New 
Zealand, South Korea, Spain, Switzerland, the United 
Kingdom, and the 
United States. 
 
Together we are 
working to see “a 
great multitude 
which no one     
could number, of    
all nations, tribes, 
peoples, and 
tongues, standing 
before the throne 
and before the 
Lamb” (Rev. 7:9-10).  
 



 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Are we missing a birthday or 

anniversary?  Email the church 

office at haranbaptist@gmail.com 

and let us know. 

AND  

ANNIVERSARIES 
2 Floyd & Nancy Agee 

16 David & Charlotte Crouch 

BIRTHDAYS 
4 Allie Avery 

5 Joyce Van Dellen 

7 Steve Milby 

 Aubrey Stoots 

8 Irelynn Yaunsem 

9 Betty Moran 

11 Kylie Ferguson 

18 Steven Conner 

21 Lisa Scott 

22 Wayne Altis 

29 Steve Smith 

 Pat Taylor 

30 Sandra Sloan 

NOVEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
7 Kevin & Catey Martin 

20 Ron & Sarah Francis 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Debi Avery 

2 Becky Schuck 

7 Linda Walker 

13 Marie Wray 

19 Ray Franklin 

 Hunter Hartman 

 Norma White 

27 Carolyn Robbins 

29 Jim White 

 

DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Ben & Paula Newbill 

22 Zeke & Lynn Winfree 

 
26 Larry & Debi Avery 

29 Allen & Victoria White 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 Tori White 

3 Amaleah Altis 

5 Tina Robinson 

14 Kinsley Stoots 

16 Rodney Morrow 

 Don Summerville 

18 Ruger Emery 

21 Martha Knighton 

22 Tracy Byerly 

28 Nate Johnson 

30 Doug Johnson 

 Brittany Stoots 

JANUARY 


