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When I looked up the definition of passion in the 
Merriam-Webster dictionary, I was surprised at the first 
definition. 
 
Passion: The sufferings of Christ between the night of the 
Last Supper and His death.  
 
Lately I have been convicted about having more passion.  
Passion for prayer, worship, spiritual growth, and more 
importantly, for the lost!  It seems Christians are far less 
passionate about sharing their faith as time and 
prosperity in America have increased.  
 
Let me share a brief story from Voice of the Martyrs:  
 

As Pastor Houmayoun led a prayer meeting at his 
home in Shiraz, Iran, in 2012, secret police stormed 
in and arrested the pastor, his wife, their 17-year-old 
son and four other church leaders. 
 
The seven Christians were blindfolded, shoved into 
vehicles and taken to an intelligence prison for 
questioning.  After days of interrogation, they were 
moved to a public prison and ordered to keep quiet 
about why they had been arrested; the guards rightly 
feared the spread of Christianity among the prison’s 
6,000 prisoners. 
 
But Houmayoun and the other believers felt 
compelled to obey a higher authority.  “It would have 
been comfortable just to be quiet and not talk about 
Jesus,” Houmayoun said.  “Things would have gone 
better for us in prison.”  
 
Instead of despairing over their imprisonment, the 
Christians saw an opportunity to spread the gospel 
among their fellow inmates. 
 
As they shared their testimony quietly with one 
inmate after another, they received a variety of 
responses.  A few threatened to kill them, while 
many others listened passively with no apparent 
response.  Some, however, showed a sincere 
interest; one man approached the group on his own, 
asked if they were Christians and said he wanted to 
know more. 
 
“I was simply telling my testimony and telling about 
the good news of the gospel and stories from the 
Bible,” Houmayoun recalled.  “God gave me wisdom 
about who was open and how much to share.” 

We often forget and even take for granted the wonderful 
freedom we have for worshipping the one true God.  I 
shared this from the pulpit but even the Christians in 
Ukraine are worshipping, praying, and praising God in the 
midst of a war that is killing thousands of innocent 
people.  The death of Christians does not stop in Ukraine.  
Nigerian, Indonesian, Chinese, and Christians all over the 
world are being dragged from their homes, imprisoned, 
tortured, and killed!  
 
I tell you all these things because as a body of believers 
we need to pray with PASSION for Christians all over the 
world as well as each other.  Through our prayers and 
mission efforts, more and more people who were 
devoted to other gods are coming to Christ!  
 
God is still working in this world through His people to 
bring as many as possible to His kingdom. 
 
Passionate prayer, missions, and discipleship have been 
on my heart for a couple of months now.   
 
Entering the fall months brings thoughts of school, 
holidays, and football.  While I enjoy all three of these, 
my heart longs for the trip to the reservation and the 
things God has in store for us there!  I guess it is no 
surprise that missions are often the focus of my thoughts.  
 
It is my prayer that as we enter these next couple of 
months that you will enjoy football, school, and the 
upcoming holidays but have your thoughts primarily seek 
the worship and service of our God at Haran Baptist! 
 

—Pastor Don 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

SEPTEMBER 12, OCTOBER 3 
Deacons, 6:30 p.m. 
 

OCTOBER 9 
Church council, 12:00 p.m. 
If you are a committee or department head, 
please attend this meeting where we report on 
the ministries of the church and schedule 
upcoming dates. 

 

OCTOBER 16 
Business meeting, 12:00 p.m. 



 

 

ALMA HUNT OFFERING  
The annual offering for Virginia missions 

was named for Alma Hunt (1909-2008), 

a native Virginian who was known 

worldwide for her mission service and 

dedication to the cause of Christ.  

Churches and individuals may contribute 

at any time. 

 

The offering provides funding for 

all Woman’s Missionary Union of 

Virginia missions and ministries and 

makes possible other special ministries, 

outreach projects, and initiatives not 

funded through regular streams of 

giving. 

 

When you give to the Alma Hunt 

Offering for Virginia Missions, you are 

equipping those who seek to share with 

others how God has set them free to live 

and serve. 

 

 

 

WOM supports our mission offerings 

and pray that you will pray about your 

giving to these offerings. 

 

Last month the WOM made gift bags for 

our youth going to Fusion Camp which 

included a personalized devotional for 

each youth.  A lot of goodies and other 

items were included that hopefully 

made their week a positive experience.   

 

Would love to see more women at our 

next meeting.  If you love to serve, then 

the WOM is for you! 

 

Prayerfully, 

Mary Etta Summerville 

BE LIGHT  
THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS,  

AND THE DARKNESS HAS NOT OVERCOME IT.  

JOHN 1:5  
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Our band had the opportunity to play an Evening of Worship at the Church @ Grandin Village in August.  Thank you  
to Laura Episcopo and C@GV for having us! 

Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? 
 

I love that line from Is He Worthy. 

The song asks questions and answers 

them: we do, He does, He is.  And it  

lays out just what it’s doing: as we 

sing, we’re reminding ourselves of 

these things.  Singing together, we 

proclaim God’s praises to Him and 

His truth to each other.  It can be 

easy to forget in a world that seems 

to be falling apart that we have 

God’s word and His promises. He 

does. He is. 
 

Hold fast the pattern of sound 

words which you have heard from 

me, in faith and love which are in 

Christ Jesus. 

—2 Timothy 1:13 
 

Holding to what has been taught     

is a theme running through Paul’s 

letters to the various New Testament 

churches.  The early church existed 

in a time of great turbulence and in a society of great 

sin.  The congregations were made up of new believers, 

many from pagan backgrounds of idol worship and false 

religions, learning a whole new way of thought.  False 

teachers tried to lead people astray.  (All 

that sounds familiar!) 
 

Therefore, brethren, stand fast 

and hold the traditions which 

you were taught, whether by 

word or our epistle. 

—2 Thessalonians 2:15 
 

So it’s no wonder that there was 

confusion among believers, that false 

ideas tried to creep back in, that sinful 

lifestyles weren’t going to disappear 

overnight.  Paul had to address all kinds 

of issues in his letters and visits.  And he 

reminded the churches again and again: 

hold on to what you have been 

taught.  Stand firm, remember, exhort 

one another. 
 

As you therefore have received 

Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 

Him, rooted and built up in Him 

and established in the faith, as you have been 

taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 

—Colossians 2:6-7 continued on p. 5 

 

“ 

” 



 

That’s why there’s so much value in singing beloved 

hymns again and again—we’re not just singing them 

because they’re old favorites, but because we’re 

reminding ourselves and each other of their timeless 

messages.  We’re telling the old, old story, both for 

those who have never heard and for those who 

know it best. 
 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 

all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 

the Lord.  

—Colossians 3:16 
 

And that’s why there’s value in learning and singing 

new music too.  New songs don’t (and shouldn’t!) 

contain new theological ideas, but they give us new 

ways of looking at the messages of old.  Maybe a 

line makes you understand something in a new light, 

or makes you realize a connection between ideas, or 

just strikes you in a way you’ve never thought about 

before.   
 

Or maybe part of the lyrics stick with you all week—

and that’s a good thing!  These are the things our 

minds should be dwelling on.  
 

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true,  

whatever things are noble,  

whatever things are just,  

whatever things are pure,  

whatever things are lovely,  

whatever things are of good report,  

if there is any virtue  

and if there is anything praiseworthy— 

meditate on these things.  
 

The things which you learned and received 

and heard and saw in me, these do, and the 

God of peace will be with you. 

—Philippians 4:8-9 
 

Let’s keep singing!  To praise, to proclaim, to 

remember, to encourage, to hold fast, to stand firm.  

To keep our minds filled with the word of Christ.  To 

repeat and affirm, again and again, the truth of a 

loving Creator, a Savior sent to redeem us, and the 

Spirit who lives in us.  It’s good that we remind 

ourselves of this! 
 

—Anna Ruth 

Words by Andrew Peterson and Ben Shive.   

Copyright 2018 Capitol CMG Genesis. 

 

Do you feel the world is broken?  We do. 

Do you feel the shadows deepen?  We do. 

But do you know that all the dark won’t stop  

the light from getting through?  We do. 

Do you wish that you could see it  

all made new?  We do. 

 

Is all creation groaning?  It is. 

Is a new creation coming?  It is. 

Is the glory of the Lord to be  

the light within our midst?  It is. 

Is it good that we remind ourselves of this?  It is. 

 

Does the Father truly love us?  He does. 

And does the Spirit move among us?  He does. 

And does Jesus our Messiah  

hold forever those He loves?  He does. 

Does our God intend to dwell again with us? 

He does. 

 

Is anyone worthy, is anyone whole? 

Is anyone able to break the seal  

and open the scroll? 

The Lion of Judah, who conquered the grave, 

He is David’s root and the Lamb who died  

to ransom the slave. 

 

From every people and tribe, 

every nation and tongue, 

He has made us a kingdom and priests to God  

to reign with the Son. 

Is He worthy, is He worthy 

of all blessing and honor and glory? 

Is He worthy of this? 



 

 

Thank you to Anita Smith who donated the 

book A History of Back Creek, Bent Mountain, 

Poages Mill, Cave Spring and Starkey.  The 

author, Nelson Harris, is a local historian 

whose mother was raised on Martins Creek 

Road and growing up his mother worshiped at 

Haran.  Mr. Harris lived in Roanoke City and is 

now back on his mother’s homeplace.  He is a 

lifelong pastor of Baptist churches around 

Roanoke.  He also served four years as mayor 

or Roanoke.  Currently he is pastor of Heights 

Community Church, formerly Virginia Heights 

Baptist Church, for 25 years.  He has now 

written many local history books about places 

and things in Virginia.  We also have his book 

Roanoke in Vintage Postcards which is a 

pictorial history.  We hope to obtain more of 

his books. 
 

I was privileged to hear Nelson Harris when he 

started in ministry as Pastor of Mt. Olivet 

Church on Bent Mountain.  His aunt, Christine 

Simpson, was a member of Haran Baptist 

Church for many years.  In 1920-1921 the 

construction of our church was started and 

then dedicated in 1924 and there is a picture 

of the first Haran Baptist Church, as well as our 

history, in the book Anita gave us.  
 

Also, thank you to Martha Knighton who 

donated the following two books: Unyielding 

Hope by Janet and Laurel Oke and Sweet on 

You by Becky Wade.   
 

Unyielding Hope is book one of the series 

When Hope Calls written in 2020.  This is a 

large-print Christian fiction book.  We also 

have lots of other books written by Janet Oke.   
 

Sweet on You by Becky Wade is a great book 

which has love, food, friends, and mystery in it.  

Definitely a good Christian fiction read! 
 

Come by and check out a book!  We are adding 

lots of new books and DVDs every month! 
 

Sincerely, 

Bette Yeatts and Tiffany Edmonds 

What a great experience Fusion was!  Four of our youth experienced 
camp as participants while one had his first experience as a 
counselor!  To say they were appreciative for the gifts of Haran’s 
congregation would be an understatement.  Because of your 
generosity, all five were able to attend at a minimal cost.  Also, a big 
thanks to the WOM for the gift bags and goodies each student 
received to take with them to camp.  Thank you, Haran Baptist! 
 
We had an ice cream social for our young people on Sunday, August 
21.  It was a great time together as we discussed future plans, 
studies, and activities.    
 
I believe one of the most important ministries here at Haran is 
continuing the youth ministry.  The search for the next youth leader 
is continuing and I ask everyone to please pray God will lead the 
right person to us! 
 
Future activities include (possibly) a visit to an outdoor escape room, 
Cinemax theater in Blacksburg, bowling in Christiansburg, Christmas 
visits to those unable to attend church regularly.  This is in addition 
to our Sunday night Bible studies. 
 
A goal for me would be to see our youth be involved with IMPACT 
VA and/or World Changers.  A mission-oriented task would help a 
homeowner complete needed repairs the family could not afford! 
 
That is a lot of things to do!  Most importantly, we need our young 
people to attend and invite their friends to these events!  
 
I have said this before and can’t say it enough.  We have a great 
group of young people.  They want to grow in Christ through God’s 
Word!  They are NOT the church of the future.  They are the church 
of right now! 
 

—Pastor Don 

 YOUTH NEWS 



 

To our Haran family, 

Thank you so much to everyone 

who made camp possible for us this 

year!  We’re so grateful for your 

prayers, support, and contributions.  

Camp has a very special place in all 

of our hearts and we’re thankful to 

have had the opportunity to go 

again this year.  We couldn’t have 

done it without you! 
 

Love, 

Mallory, Adam, Grace, Zane, and 

Lukas 

 
Dear Haran Baptist Church Family, 

Thank you all so very much for all 

the beautiful cards, words of 

encouragement, love, and most of 

all the prayers.  The sudden loss of 

our son, David, has been 

devastating to our family, but we 

take comfort from your support and 

in knowing that David’s now in 

heaven with our Lord. 
 

With much love, 

Lynn & Zeke Winfree 

 
Members of Haran Baptist Church: 

We just wanted to say a huge thank 

you for all that you do for our 

school: from the prayer rally, to 

brunch, lunch, school supplies, 

snacks, but most importantly for 

praying for us each and every day!  

We appreciate the relationship you 

have built with our school! 
 

Back Creek Elementary Staff 

 

Back Creek prayer rally, August 7 

MONTHLY BROTHER BREAKFASTS  
8:00 AM AT BOJANGLES! 
Join us on the first Saturday of each month (EXCEPT September which will be 
the SECOND Saturday due to Labor Day weekend).  These get-togethers 
allow our men (young and older) to catch up with each other outside of 
church.  We have a brief devotion to kick things off and then share 
information on how our group might be able to help others in our church and 
community.  These meetings also help us know who might need our 
manpower.  And it’s always fun to hear all the stories that pop up when we 
get together!   If 8 am is too early, I can change it to 9 am for those who want 
to sleep in—I just need some feedback from everyone if the 8 am start time 
is too early.  We’ll also entertain ideas for other restaurants for our 
meetings. 
 

FALL WORKDAY 
I’ll be getting together with the Property Committee to determine what 
projects the Brotherhood need to include on our next workday.  I’ll keep 
everyone posted with plenty of lead time, and as always, considering Virginia 
Tech’s football schedule!  At this point, looking at early to mid-October. 
 

ASSISTANCE FOR CHURCH FAMILIES! 
If you or someone you know needs manual labor due to difficult 
circumstances, do not hesitate to call on the Brotherhood for assistance!  
That is exactly what we are here for.  We serve God by serving others, so we 
are ready to help!  Please call me at 540-797-4270 if we can help! 
 
—Doug Johnson 

 

 

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 24 
 

Question: What’s an 

awesome way to spend 
an evening? 

Answer: Game Night 

at church! 
 
 

What to bring:  A dish to go with chicken tenders 

 Favorite board or card games to play 
 

Dinner will start at 5:00 with games to follow! 
Kids welcome—we’ll have games for them, too! 



 

IT’S TIME FOR 
OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS 
CHILD! 
 

PACK A SHOEBOX 
Operation Christmas Child delivers great 

joy and the Good News of Jesus Christ to 

children in need around the world through 

gift-filled shoeboxes. Each box packed full 

of quality toys, school supplies, and 

personal care items becomes a tangible 

expression of God's immense love for the 

child. For many, it is their first gift ever! 

Delivered by our local church partners, 

shoebox gifts provide an opportunity to 

present the Gospel to boys and girls in a 

clear, child-friendly way. 
 

AFTER THE SHOEBOX GIFT... 
Many shoebox recipients are also invited 

to participate in The Greatest Journey, our 

follow-up discipleship course where they 

learn to know, grow in, and share Jesus 

Christ. Through 12 exciting lessons, the 

boys and girls often become young 

evangelists who tell their friends and 

family all they are learning. These people, 

in turn, spread this news to still others. 

This dynamic process of evangelism and 

discipleship is multiplying churches even 

to the ends of the earth! 

 

PLEASE NOTE... 
 No liquids, no toothpaste, no candy 

or food, and no breakable items.   

 Please make your check out to 
Haran Baptist Church (NOT to 
Samaritan’s Purse).  We can then pay 
for all the boxes at once before we 
deliver them.  

 Please put your check inside your 
box.  If you’re packing multiple boxes, 
you can write one check for all of 
them and leave it inside one of your 
boxes.  

           Pick up a box                            
  from the foyer 

outside the  
church office.   

Decide if your box  
will be for a boy or girl,  
age 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. 

Select a quality  “wow”  
toy such as a doll,  
soccer ball  
with pump, 
or stuffed  
animal. 

Fill with other fun toys, 
hygiene items, and school  
                                  supplies. 

Most importantly,  

pray for the child  

who will receive  
your gift.  Include  

a personal note  
and photo. 

A donation of $9 is critical  

to cover shipping and other 
project costs.  Please make 

your check payable to  

Haran Baptist Church. 

Put your check inside your box, 
label your box with gender and 
age, and bring it to the church 

by Sunday, November 6. 



 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Are we missing a birthday or 

anniversary?  Email the church 

office at haranbaptist@gmail.com 

and let us know. 

AND  

ANNIVERSARIES 
4 Gene & Martha Knighton 

BIRTHDAYS 
3 Darrell Robinson 

8 Olivia Hartman  

8 Chris Stoots 

16 Donald Carter 

 Matthew Carter 

18 Paula Newbill 

22 Mary Ellen Hale 

27 Donald Wray 

SEPTEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
7 Doug & Linda Johnson 

20 Michael & Tiffany Edmonds 

25 Dewey & Mary Ellen Hale 

BIRTHDAYS 
11 Tabius Yaunsem 

13 Pat Howington 

 Jamie Wray 

21 Dana Ferguson 

 Lynn Winfree 

25 Marilyn Milby 

26 Kelly Conner 

27 Joe Martin 

30 Sarah Francis 

 

OCTOBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
2 Floyd & Nancy Agee 

16 David & Charlotte Crouch 

BIRTHDAYS 
4 Allie Avery 

5 Joyce Van Dellen 

7 Steve Milby 

 Aubrey Stoots 

8 Irelynn Yaunsem 

9 Betty Moran 

11 Kylie Ferguson 

18 Steven Conner 

21 Lisa Scott 

22 Wayne Altis 

29 Steve Smith 

 Pat Taylor 

30 Sandra Sloan 

NOVEMBER 


